
Volume 01 | Issue 06 | September-October 2024 |  `100

USA: $ 10 | UAE: AED 20 | Europe:   10 | UK: GBP   8 | Singapore: S$20 | Oman: OMR 2 |  www.fkha.in

BI-LINGUAL BI-MONTHLY PUBLICATION

THE ‘DRACULA’ CHURCH
IDUKKI’S GOTHIC ENIGMA

AFFORDABLE LUXURY
WITH ‘0484’

CIAL DIALS

TRAGEDY TO
TRIUMPH

 
  


 



Wayanad



2 September-October 20242 September-October 2024



3September-October 2024

Editor 
V. Sunil Kumar*
President, Federation of Kerala Hotels Association
(Responsible for Selection of content under PRB Act)
mdwhitedammar@gmail.com
...........................................................................................................

Printer & Publisher
Sqn Ldr K. B. Padmadas (Retd.)
General Secretary on behalf of Federation of
Kerala Hotels Association
Address: FKHA House, TC 16/253/1, EVRA 371, Eswaravilasom 
Road, Vazhuthacaud, Tvm- 695014
fkhastate@gmail.com
.......................................................................................................... 

Consultant Editor 
C. Gouridasan Nair
..........................................................................................................

Editorial Co-ordinator
Asokan Pallickal
asokanpallickal@gmail.com
..........................................................................................................

Marketing & Creative Head
Siji Nair
sijicn@gmail.com
Metro Mart
Address: MERA 46, Medical College Murinjapalam Rd, 
Murinjapalam, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 695011
..........................................................................................................

Address
FKHA Magazine SWAGAT 
Reg No.  : KERBIL 02317, 
FKHA House, TC 16/253/1, EVRA 371, 
Eswaravilasom Road, Vazhuthacaud, 
Thiruvananthapuram 695014
fkhamagazineswagat@gmail.com
..........................................................................................................

For Trade Enquiries
+91 99477 33339 / 99951 39933
..........................................................................................................

Printers
Orange Printers Pvt. Ltd.
Gandhariamman Kovil Jn., 
Thiruvananthapuram 695001
orange@orangexpress.com

Volume 01 | Issue 06 | September-October 2024 | Price `100

www.fkha.in

SWAGAT
Swagat is the offi cial organ of the Federation of Kerala 
Hotels Association (FKHA). Swagat is a bi-lingual, bi-monthly 
publication. We welcome comments and opinions from our 
patrons. We also welcome articles in English and Malayalam 
on diverse aspects of the tourism industry. Please send original 
photographs, or photographs with copyright, along with articles. 
Collections of photographs for photo essays are also welcome. 
Publication of articles and photographs will be strictly according 
to the discretion of the Editorial Board. Only soft copies of articles 
may be sent. The mail ID is fkhamagazineswagat@gmail.com.

BI-LINGUAL BI-MONTHLY PUBLICATION

Volume 01 | Issue 06 | September-October 2024 |  `100

USA: $ 10 | UAE: AED 20 | Europe:   10 | UK: GBP   8 | Singapore: S$20 | Oman: OMR 2 |  www.fkha.in

BI-LINGUAL BI-MONTHLY PUBLICATION

THE ‘DRACULA’ CHURCH
IDUKKI’S GOTHIC ENIGMA

AFFORDABLE LUXURY
WITH ‘0484’

CIAL DIALS

TRAGEDY TO
TRIUMPH

 
  


 



Wayanad



4 September-October 20244 September-October 2024

Editor’s Desk

Kerala is embarking on an 
ambi� ous mission to achieve total 
cleanliness in public places and 
make the historic ‘Sampoorna 

Suchitwa Keralam’ (Totally Clean Kerala) 
declara� on on March 30, 2025. To reach 
this target, the State Government is 
launching a major campaign spanning six 
months, from October 2, Gandhi Jayan�  
Day, to March 30, Zero Waste Day. 

This ini� a� ve comes as the en� re State 
grapples with severe waste management 
issues. For a decade, Kerala has been 
ac� vely addressing this problem, 
implemen� ng various strategies from 
public campaigns to legisla� ve measures. 
Despite numerous ideas and schemes, 
achieving the goal remains challenging 
for several reasons.

Local self-governments bear the primary 
responsibility for waste processing. To 
meet the Government’s objec� ve, a shi�  
in the mindset of leaders and workers 
at the grassroots is essen� al. The waste 
problem has escalated beyond their 
control. In Kerala, a consumer State 
with the highest popula� on density 
and minimal city-village dis� nc� on, 
� mely waste processing has become a 
signifi cant challenge.

It is es� mated that the State generates 
around 10,000 tonnes of waste daily. 
Each household produces approximately 
2 kilograms of plas� c waste each month. 
The total quan� ty of plas� c waste from 
the State’s 8.5 million households is in 
itself a gargantuan problem that defi es 
easy solu� ons. Besides plas� c, there are 
other types of waste, including glass, 
footwear, bags, thermocol, electronic 
waste, and more.

The severe health hazards and social 
issues arising from unmanaged waste are 
frequently discussed in Kerala, with the 
High Court of Kerala o� en intervening. 
Recently, Kochi was engulfed in toxic 
smoke for several days a� er a fi re at 
the Brahmapuram waste dump near 
Ernakulam. Kerala also discussed for 

several days the tragic death of a worker 
while cleaning a waste-fi lled canal in 
Thiruvananthapuram. This incident also 
prompted strong interven� on from the 
High Court. 

The mass campaign against waste is 
being launched under Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan’s leadership against this 
backdrop. He has reviewed and fi nalized 
the ac� vi� es for the next six months. The 
ambi� ous goal of declaring ‘Sampoorna 
Suchitwa Keralam’ in about six months 
was set at a mee� ng chaired by the Chief 
Minister on July 26, 2024. This would be 
followed by ensure that the State would 
stay the course in the years to come.

The four waste-management Missions 
ini� ated during the fi rst Pinarayi Vijayan 
Government—Life, Aardram, Public 
Educa� on Protec� on Scheme, and 
Harita Keralam—had received signifi cant 
a� en� on. The work of these Missions 
was based on a holis� c assessment of the 
challenges that the State must tackle to 
achieve the goal of building a new Kerala 
that would be noted for public hygiene. 

The focus of the Harita Kerala Mission 
was on safeguarding and cleaning rivers 
and streams, implemen� ng waste 
management ini� a� ves, and promo� ng 
agriculture to restore Kerala’s natural 
charm. The ‘Freedom from Waste’ 
campaign launched by the Harita Kerala 
Mission in 2017 had signifi cantly boosted 
waste disposal eff orts in the State.

The seven-year eff orts of the Harita 
Kerala Mission were recently reviewed 
under the Chief Minister’s leadership. 
The then-coordinator of the Mission 
acknowledged the failure to transform 
the ‘Freedom from Waste’ campaign into 
a mass movement. 

During the conference, the coordinator 
had noted that while centraliza� on was 
achieved in collec� ng non-biodegradable 
wastes, the processing of biodegradable 
wastes at the source was ineff ec� ve. 
Stream cleaning eff orts were insuffi  cient, 

LET’S STRIVE FOR A ‘CLEAN KERALA’ MODEL
appropriate waste-processing 
technologies were lacking, and waste 
management ac� vi� es were not planned 
or executed with public involvement. 
These shortcomings highlight the dire 
state of waste-processing eff orts in 
Kerala.

Certainly, there has been some progress 
in waste collec� on and disposal, se�  ng 
up systems for processing biodegradable 
wastes in households, outsourcing 
waste collec� on to private agencies, 
and increased scru� ny by enforcement 
agencies. However, these eff orts and 
achievements are rela� vely minor 
compared to the vast amounts of waste 
generated daily.

Signifi cant issues persist, including 
incomplete waste collec� on despite 
user fees, insuffi  cient space for waste 
separa� on, lack of scien� fi c training 
for waste handlers, delays of weeks in 
removing collected waste, selec� ve 
recycling with improper disposal of 
non-recyclable waste by collectors, and 
private agencies failing to collect all 
waste. 

Biodegradable waste is o� en dumped on 
roadsides or in open spaces instead of 
being processed at the source. There are 
also other obstacles such as lackadaisical 
a�  tude among public representa� ves 
and local body employees regarding 
waste processing.

The Clean Kerala Company Limited, a 
public-sector undertaking, is primarily 
responsible for processing all the 
waste collected by various agencies, 
and it manages this task with some 
level of scien� fi c understanding. Given 
that waste management has become 
a lucra� ve business worth crores of 
rupees, numerous private agencies are 
compe� ng for the non-biodegradable 
waste collected by local bodies. 
Addi� onally, some private en� � es are 
also involved in collec� ng biodegradable 
waste from households and large 
ins� tu� ons for a fee.
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Several fi rms specialize in manufacturing 
products from recycled iron, plas� cs, 
aluminum, glass, and electronic waste. 
Although such manufacturing companies 
are rela� vely few in Kerala, there is 
many of them in the neighbouring Tamil 
Nadu. Addi� onally, products made from 
recycled waste are in high demand in 
States like Karnataka and Gujarat.

It is a fact that nearly half of Kerala’s local 
self-government ins� tu� ons are averse to 
coopera� ng with Clean Kerala Company 
Limited. In Thiruvananthapuram City 
Corpora� on, only 26 out of 100 wards 
transfer their collected waste to Clean 
Kerala Company. The city corpora� ons 
of Kannur, Kochi, and Kozhikode have 
shown greater aversion to hand over 
their collected waste to the public-sector 
company.

In 2023, Clean Kerala Company Limited 
provided Rs 12 crore to Harita Karma 
Sena for waste collec� on. In contrast, 
many private agencies do not pay for the 
waste they collect; instead, they charge 
fees for their removal services. The 
ques� on arises: who benefi ts fi nancially 
from valuable waste? Currently, local 
bodies have the authority to decide 
whom to entrust with the waste 
collected by Harita Karma Sena, which is 
funded by user fees.

The interest of local bodies in selling 
collected waste to private agencies is 
driven by vested interests. While there 
is no call to exclude private agencies 
altogether, the core issue lies in the 
administra� ve system’s inability to 
eff ec� vely manage these private en� � es. 

If Clean Kerala Company Limited were 
provided with improved infrastructure, 
addi� onal staff , and support to establish 
more processing plants, it would enhance 
its capacity to collect and process a larger 
volume of waste, thereby playing a more 
signifi cant role in waste management.

Private agencies view waste primarily as a 
profi t opportunity. Their waste collectors 
o� en lack scien� fi c training and are 
incapable of processing waste in a 
scien� fi cally sound manner. Furthermore, 
government oversight of these private 
agencies is inadequate. There is li� le 
scru� ny of the disposal of non-reusable 
waste, such as footwear, bags, and 
thermocol, once reusable items have 
been extracted.

Biodegradable waste is o� en carelessly 
dumped in rivers or on government 
land. Addi� onally, agencies collec� ng 
large quan� � es of biodegradable waste 
from hotels, marriage halls, households 
and catering establishments handle it 
in an unregulated manner. Waste from 
hospitals and aba� oirs is also managed 
carelessly and without scien� fi c rigor. 
There are no available sta� s� cs on which 
agencies collect which types of waste, 
nor is there any system to monitor the 
disposal or processing of this garbage.

The unscien� fi c collec� on and processing 
of waste can only be addressed if the 
government exerts control over private 
agencies. It is crucial for the Government 
to cri� cally evaluate why the current 
waste processing systems in the State are 
failing to be eff ec� ve.

The State should develop a 
comprehensive policy on waste 
processing. This policy must clearly 
defi ne what cons� tutes waste, who 
is responsible for its handling, and 
the � melines and loca� ons for its 
management. Addi� onally, there should 
be a focus on acquiring exper� se 
to generate revenue, create jobs, 
and produce goods from waste. This 
requires investment in research and the 
establishment of start-up companies 
dedicated to these goals.

Recycling and processing plants should 
be established in every district and within 
city corpora� on limits. Large hospitals 
must have their own waste processing 
facili� es. Addi� onally, plants should be 
set up within municipal and corpora� on 
limits to handle toilet waste, and 
every district should have facili� es for 

processing waste from aba� oirs. These 
plants should aim to produce electricity, 
fer� lizers, and biogas from waste.

Equally important is the mindset of 
waste generators. Everyone should 
adopt the perspec� ve that “my waste is 
my responsibility.” Waste management 
should be incorporated into school and 
college curricula, with the introduc� on of 
new degree-level courses focused on this 
area. Addi� onally, research and start-
ups in waste management should be 
encouraged. Exis� ng legisla� on, though 
robust, needs to be enforced more 
eff ec� vely, with enhanced penal� es for 
viola� ons.

Addi� onal measures should include 
running awareness campaigns to shi�  
the percep� on that waste management 
is solely the government’s responsibility. 
Public commi� ees should be established 
to ensure cleanliness in educa� onal 
ins� tu� ons, offi  ces, public places, 
markets, and junc� ons. All government 
departments need to contribute to waste 
processing, rather than leaving the task 
solely to the Local Self-Government 
Department.

The general public’s a�  tude towards 
waste management must shi� , and 
eff orts should be directed towards this 
goal. Waste management needs to 
evolve into a major public movement, 
similar to the Total Literacy Mission. 
Strong enforcement of laws is essen� al 
to support these eff orts.

Eff ec� ve waste management can only be 
achieved if the Government, the public, 
and public systems work together in 
unison.
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Restroom for tourist taxi drivers must in hotels in Kerala

MVT  can generate Rs. 100-crore revenue a month: CII

Kerala Government has made it 
mandatory for classifi ed hotels, 

resorts, homestays and other 
tourist accommodation facilities to 
provide restrooms and other basic 
amenities for tourist taxi drivers 
ferrying domestic and foreign 
tourists.

The new norm has been made 
part of the rules for classifi cation 
of hotels, resorts and homestays, 
making classifi cation conditional 
upon basic amenities being 
provided to the drivers. The Director 
of Tourism would keep a tab on 
compliance with the new norm.

Kerala’s modern medicine 
infrastructure and expertise has 

the potential to generate Rs. 100 
crore a month from Medical Value 
Tourism, says a CII-sponsored study.

According to the study, the State 
is currently generating only a 
combined revenue of Rs. 30-40 
crore a month. This can be raised to 
Rs. 100 crore if the right marketing 
strategies are adopted, says the 
report titled ‘Kerala Medical Value 
Travel Vision 2030’ prepared by 
KPMG for CII. The report calls 
for State-level policy initiatives 
to attract foreign investment 
and guidelines “for medical and 
wellness tourism development and 

The decision to enforce the new 
norm is the result of deliberations 
between Tourism Minister 
P.A. Mohammed Riyas and 
representatives of workers, tourism 
operators’ associations and industry 
players. The Tourism Department 
has also decided to issue special 
identity cards for tourist taxi drivers 
and hold awareness sessions for 
them.

A solution to hardships faced by 
the drivers in the tourism industry 
was a long-pending demand 
highlighted in many previous 
stakeholders’ meetings.

promotion of  projecting the State 
as the best destination for medical 
tourism globally”.

It recommends that “guidelines 
should outline the operating 
framework for (healthcare) 
providers, operations and patient 
management, emphasizing patient 
safety and quality of healthcare 
based upon international 
standards”.

Speaking to the media, Nihaj G 
Mohammed, CEO of Kozhikode-
based Meitra Hospital, said the 
State has great potential to further 
enhance its Middle East ties to 
attract medical value travellers. 
Most patients coming to Kerala 

seeking modern medical treatment 
are from Oman, he said.

PV Louis, co-convener of CII Kerala 
Healthcare Panel and managing 
director of Medical Trust Hospital, 
Kochi, stressed the importance 
of leveraging Kerala’s advantages 
to attract more medical value 
travellers. The quality of healthcare 
services in a cost-effective manner 
is Kerala’s unique advantage, he 
pointed out.

CII Kerala, through its committees 
on Ayurveda and Healthcare, was 
the key organiser of a two-day 
Global Ayurveda and Healthcare 
Summit at the Adlux Convention 
Centre, Angamaly in the last 
week of August. The two-day 
event was organised with support 
from the Department of Ayush 
and Department of Tourism, 
Government, Kerala,  Department 
of Health & National Ayush Mission 
and the Kerala State Industrial 
Development Corporation Ltd.

Representatives from 18 countries 
including France, Switzerland, 
Russia, the Czech Republic, Oman, 
and Poland. Sri Lanka, Maldives, 
United Arab Emirates, Taiwan, 
Tanzania and Somalia participated 
in the conference.
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Ponnani Port to become cruise tourism hub

Let’s strive to revitalise tourism in Wayanad: Rahul Gandhi

In a move aimed at enhancing 
regional connectivity and 

stimulating cruise tourism, the 
Kerala Government has proposed 
the development of Ponnani 
Port, a non-major port, under the 
Sagarmala Scheme. 

The Kerala Maritime Board 
has submitted a proposal for 
constructing a multi-purpose 

Leader of Opposition in the 
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi, who 

is also Member of Parliament 
from Wayanad, has said that it is 
imperative to make a concerted 
effort to revitalise tourism in 
Wayanad.

berth at the port, seeking partial 
financial assistance of Rs 20 crore 
from the Ministry of Ports, Shipping, 
and Waterways.The proposed 
development aims to leverage 
Ponnani Port’s strategic location to 
boost cruise tourism and economic 
activities. 

The Government of Kerala 
is exploring the potential of 

KERALA NEWS

developing the port through a 
Public-Private Partnership (PPP) 
model, inviting Expressions of 
Interest (EoI) from private service 
providers. This initiative is designed 
to kickstart cruise shipping services 
that would connect Ponnani 
with various non-major ports and 
neighboring States.

Union Minister of Ports, Shipping, 
and Waterways Sarbananda 
Sonowal confirmed the details of 
the proposal in a written reply in 
the Lok Sabha. The development 
of Ponnani Port aligns with the 
broader objective of improving 
regional infrastructure and 
fostering economic growth through 
enhanced maritime connectivity.

The project is expected to play 
a significant role in advancing 
Kerala’s port infrastructure, 
potentially boosting tourism 
and regional trade, while also 
contributing to the broader goals 
of the Sagarmala Scheme, the 
Minister said.

In a post on X, with the video clip 
of an online meeting with leaders 
of the Congress in Kerala on the 
relief and rehabilitation efforts in 
Wayanad, Mr. Gandhi said there 
is dire need to encourage people 
to visit the area by dispelling the 
notion that Wayand is a ‘dangerous’ 
for tourists in the aftermath of the 
recent landslides. 

He noted that Wayanad is steadily 
recovering from the devastation 
caused by the tragic landslides. 
“While there is still much to be 
done, it is heartening to witness 
people from all communities and 
organisations coming together in 
relief efforts,” he said.

“There is one crucial aspect I wish 
to highlight that will greatly aid the 
people of Wayanad - tourism. Once 
the rains cease, it is imperative 
that we make a concerted effort 

to revitalise tourism in the area 
and encourage people to visit,” the 
former Congress chief said.

It is important to note that the 
landslide was localised to a specific 
area in Wayanad, not the entire 
region, he said. Wayanad remains 
a stunning destination and will 
soon be ready to welcome tourists 
from across India and the world 
with all its natural charm, Gandhi 
said. “As we have done in the past, 
let us come together once again to 
support our brothers and sisters in 
beautiful Wayanad,” he added.

The Opposition Leader wanted 
focused attention in Wayanad on 
inter-departmental coordination on 
relief and rehabilitation, inadequate 
compensation, rent issues that he 
had raised earlier, loss of livelihood 
for many people and the impact on 
tourism,” he said.
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Bus-boat combo tour packages from KSRTC, Water Transport Dept.

The Budget Tourism Cell (BTC) of 
the Kerala State Road Transport 

Corporation (KSRTC) has tied up 
with the State Water Transport 
Department (SWTD) to roll out 
several tour packages, involving a 
bus-boat combo. The tie-up marks 
a special initiative for the Onam 
season.

The role of KSRTC is to ferry tourists 
to the starting points of the cruises 
from where the SWTD would take 
them onboard its luxury vessels for 
sightseeing and cruises through 
the backwaters of Kerala. The tour 
packages include sailing on luxury 
vessels ‘Vega-1’ and ‘See Kuttanad’ 
in Alappuzha, ‘See Ashtamudi’ in 
Kollam, a luxury tourist vessel with 
upper deck in Parassinikadavu 
(Kannur) and the newly-launched 
‘Indra’ in Ernakulam.

The ‘Vega/See Kuttanad’ 
tour packages have already 
commenced with the BTC units 
of Thiruvananthapuram and 
Parassala already conducting 
the trips. Similarly, package tours 
are scheduled to be conducted 
from Malappuram (September 

16), Thiruvananthapuram 
City Depot (September 17), 
Chadayamangalam (September 18) 
and Pappanamcode (September 
22).

The tour packages include the cost 
of the luxury boat trips and food. 
The initial services were all fully 
booked. In the coming days, tour 
packages would be operated from 
Kannur, Thrissur, Palakkad, Punalur 
and Attingal. 

The SWTD operates the ‘See 
Kuttanad’ to provide tourists with 
a captivating view of the greenery 
and backwaters of Kuttanad. 
The boat has an upper deck and 
a snack bar. ‘Vega’ is a modern 
vessel, having a special AC cabin, 
and is also being operated on the 
Alappuzha backwaters. ‘

See Ashtamudi’ is a tourist boat 
service, being operated through the 
backwaters in Kollam and the trip 
includes stops at the enchanting 
Sambranikkodi, Koivila and Munro 
Island. The 100-seat cruise vessel 
‘Indra’ is the country’s largest solar-
electric boat operated by the SWTD 
in Kochi.

The special packages have been 
designed following the success of 
the ‘Nefertiti’ sea cruise package 
for which the BTC has tied up with 
the Kerala State Inland Navigation 
Corporation, which owns the 
cruise ship. During 2023-24, BTC 
organised nearly 50 trips, involving 
1,950 tourists.

The 45-metre vessel, with facilities 
such as banquet hall, sun deck, 
restaurant and a 3-D theatre, 
conducts a fi ve-hour sailing tour 
everyday. The BTC budget cruise 
package covers the vessel charges 
and food. For a trip from Kottayam, 
the charges would be Rs. 3,560 for 
adults and Rs. 1,250 for children. 
The travellers will be taken to Kochi 
by KSRTC bus and they can then 
enjoy the cruise. Once it is over, they 
return by bus.

The KSRTC has deployed a fl eet 
of 45 buses with modern facilities 
to conduct the trips. The old 
Super Deluxe buses have been 
refurbished for the purpose with 
facilities such as push-back seats, 
charging points and air suspension 
for a comfortable journey.
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Kerala to designate 25 tourist spots ‘Green Tourism Destinations’

BEVCO to send Indian Made Foreign Liquor to Lakshadweep

Kerala is all set to declare 
25 prominent tourist spots 

in the state as ‘Green Tourism 
Destinations’. The initiative aims at 
transforming tourist centres into 
green destinations that promote 
sustainable waste management 
practices, hygiene, cleanliness and 
environmental conservation.

The project is part of ‘Malinya 
Muktham Nava Keralam’ ( A new 
Kerala free from garbage), the 

In a significant development, 
Kerala government has granted 

permission to the Kerala State 
Beverages (Manufacturing & 

KERALA NEWS

campaign that aims to make Kerala 
a garbage-free state by March 30, 
2025.

The official declaration of the ‘Green 
Tourism Destinations’ will be made 
on October 2, along with the official 
launch of ‘Malinya Muktham Nava 
Keralam’ campaign.

Kite Beach Park in Kasaragod, 
Iritty Eco Park and Chal Beach in 
Kannur, Lokanarkavu temple in 
Kozhikode, Nilambur Teak Museum 

in Malappuram, Mangalam Dam 
Park and Kanjirapuzha dam in 
Palakkad, Peechi dam, Hill View 
Park and Malankara dam in Idukki, 
Konni Eco Tourism- Elephant 
Shelter in Pathanamthitta, 
Adichanalloor Chira Park and 
Meenmutti in Kollam, Alappuzha 
beach, Thenmala Eco Adventure 
Park, Ponmudi, Ponnumthuruthu 
and Sasthampara in 
Thiruvananthapuram are among 
the destinations selected to 
be declared as ‘Green Tourism 
Destinations’.

Local Self Government Minister 
M.B. Rajesh has said that keeping 
tourism destinations clean and 
attractive is one of the key priorities 
of the government and ‘Malinya 
Muktham Nava Keralam’ has this 
one of its key thrust areas. 

“Maintaining good hygiene and 
cleanliness is a must for the tourism 
industry to attract tourists. We 
have tied up with Tourism and 
Forest departments and launched 
efforts to introduce sustainable 
waste management practices. We 
aim to transform all major tourism 
destinations into ‘Green Tourism 
Destinations’ by March 2025,” he 
said.

Marketing) Corporation Ltd (BEVCO) 
to export Indian-made foreign 
liquor, beer, and imported alcoholic 
beverages to Lakshadweep, a 
Union territory where alcohol 
consumption is typically restricted.

Despite the ban on liquor sales 
across the islands, alcohol will 
be transported exclusively to 
Bangaram Island for the use of 
tourists. No retail alcohol sales will 
take place on the island. 

The decision follows requests from 
the Lakshadweep Tourism Agency, 
which highlighted that procuring 
liquor from other States is 

inefficient. Currently, BEVCO is only 
allowed to supply alcohol to bars, 
clubs, military canteens, consumer-
fed outlets, and its own retail shops. 
Supplying alcohol to other entities 
remains illegal.

Alcohol will be sourced from 
BEVCO’s Ernakulam storage 
facility, though the corporation 
has the option to buy directly 
from distilleries. For logistical 
convenience, the Ernakulam facility 
was chosen. If this route becomes 
unviable, there’s an alternative to 
ship the liquor to Lakshadweep 
through Beypore port.
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Wayanad
Wayanad’s journey from tragedy to triumph
is a powerful narrative of resilience andhope, 
writes Harisankar.
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A district that has long been 
celebrated for its lush 
landscapes, serene beauty, 

and vibrant culture, Wayanad is a 
year-round tourist destination in 
Kerala. An estimated 17.50 lakh 
people had visited Wayanad in 
2023, making it one of the top fi ve 
destinations in Kerala. 

Yet, on July 30, 2024, this 
picturesque locale faced an 
unprecedented catastrophe. A 
massive landslide, an event of tragic 
magnitude, claimed over 450 lives 
and obliterated two of its hamlets, 
leaving a trail of devastation in 
its wake. The calamity not only 
shattered homes but also disrupted 

the lives of thousands, including 
the district’s tourism sector, a 
cornerstone of its economy. 

As Wayanad grapples with the 
aftermath of the disaster, it is a 
community’s story of resilience 
and recovery that is emerging 
from the rubble. The devastation 
was undeniably severe, but it 
was confi ned to a small part of 
the district, which spans over 
2,300 square kilometers and 
houses more than 800,000 
people. Despite the immense 
sorrow and the challenges faced, 
Wayanad’s recovery journey is a 
powerful testament to hope and 
perseverance. 

COVER STORY
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The state’s response, bolstered 
by NGOs and community 
organizations, was both swift and 
comprehensive. Temporary housing 
and immediate relief efforts were 
critical in the aftermath, but 
the long-term strategy involved 
signifi cant infrastructure repairs 
and economic recovery plans.  

Sensing the key role that tourism 
plays in the district’s economy—an 

estimated 25 per cent of Wayanad’s 
GDP comes from tourism--the State 
government has launched a “Revisit 
Wayanad” campaign, which aims 
to reassure tourists that the district 
remains a safe and welcoming 
destination. 

The “Revisit Wayanad” campaign 
is a strategic initiative designed to 
counteract the decline in tourism. 
By emphasizing that the landslide 
affected only a small portion of 
the district, the campaign seeks to 
dispel fears and encourage travelers 
to explore Wayanad’s untouched 
beauty.  

This promotional push includes 
targeted campaigns in cities like 
Bengaluru, where a signifi cant 
number of tourists are known to 
visit from neighboring Karnataka. 
Additionally, the State government 
has engaged in a series of tourism 
partnership meetings across major 
cities, spreading the message of 
Wayanad’s recovery and the safety 
of its myriad attractions. 

Wayanad’s recovery is not just 
about rebuilding what was lost but 
also about creating a more resilient 
and sustainable future. The district’s 
tourism board has embarked on 
a rebranding effort that highlights 
the strength of its people and the 
new attractions that have emerged 
from the recovery process. 

Signifi cant investments have 
been made to improve tourism 

As the initial shock began to 
subside, a renewed focus on 
recovery emerged. Temporary 
shelters sprang up to provide 
refuge for displaced families, and 
efforts were swiftly mobilized to 
restore essential services such as 
roads and bridges. The priority 
was clear: to rebuild lives and 
infrastructure, and to restore a 
sense of normalcy to those affected. 
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infrastructure, including 
refurbishing hotels and resorts and 
enhancing transportation links. 
These efforts are coupled with a 
focus on disaster preparedness, 
ensuring that Wayanad is better 
equipped to handle future 
challenges.  

There is also a new awareness 
that the number of tourists 
reaching such ecologically sensitive 
tourist destinations as Wayanad 
within given time-frame should 
not exceed the capacity of the 
destination. The Kerala High Court 
has told the State government to 

estimate the carrying capacity of all 
hill stations, which are prime tourist 
destinations in the State, and cap 
the number of vehicles and visitors. 
Such an exercise, the court has said, 
would help “guide policy makers 
and district administrations to 
devise a system of management 
of tourist areas in the interest of 
ecology and preservation.” 

The court has asked the 
government to assess the carrying 
capacity of each destination 
using the data available with the 
respective district administrations 
about the footfall of tourists per day 
during peak and non-peak seasons, 
the number of vehicles entering the 
district during peak and non-peak 
season, accommodation facilities 
and parking space available with 
institutions that have legal permits, 
and water availability to ensure 
that sufficient quantity of water is 
available for use by tourists and the 
local communities.  

Community engagement plays 
a crucial role in this revival. Local 
artisans and craftsmen are being 
actively involved in the recovery 
process, with initiatives aimed at 
boosting local craftsmanship and 
promoting sustainable tourism. 

COVER STORY
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Now, listen to the true Wayanad 
story from a bunch of bloggers 

and vloggers from entire South 
India, who have come forward to 
team up with the Kerala Tourism 
Department in its campaign for 
revival of tourism in Wayanad.

Meeting with State Tourism 
Minister P.A. Mohammed Riyas, the 
social media infl uencers promised 
their best to make Kerala’s focused 
activities to promote tourism in 
Wayanad, which had been affected 
by the devastating Chooralmala 
landslides.

This will be part of a series of 
promotional activities for Kerala 
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Tourism Minister P.A. Mohammed Riyas launches ‘Ente Keralam 
Ennum Sundaram’ (My Kerala, Beautiful as Ever) campaign video.

Tourism’s new campaign, ‘Ente 
Keralam Ennum Sundaram’ (My 
Kerala, Beautiful as Ever), which 
aims to attract holidaymakers 
worldwide to Kerala, and to 
Wayanad. 

They will visit tourist destinations in 
the district to see and experience 
for themselves that Wayanad 
remains as beautiful as ever, like the 
rest of Kerala, and generate video 
content for social media to show it 
to the world.

Mr. Riyas, who launched an offi cial 
video of the ‘Ente Keralam Ennum 
Sundaram’ at Kalpetta in Wayanad, 
pointed out that the tourism sector 

was hit badly by the landslide, 
though was limited to a small area. 
“It prompted many to cancel their 
travel plans, even to places several 
kilometres away from Chooralmala. 
It has affected the livelihood of 
many families,” he said.

The Minister said the Tourism 
Department would organize a 
‘tribal cultural festival’ this year to 
promote tourism in Wayanad by 
highlighting the cultural and ethnic 
heritage of the place. 

Wayanad had a special place on 
Kerala’s tourism map owing to its 
immense possibilities for adventure 
tourism and balmy weather. 
“Outside Kerala, the campaign will 
take off under the tagline ‘It’s Kerala 
Season’,” he said.

Wayanad was also the fi rst 
destination chosen for the ‘Safe 
Kerala’ campaign launched after 
the COVID-19 pandemic. However, 
it lost its advantage after the 
Chooralmala tragedy and the safety 
concerns it raised. 

“The government is determined to 
restore to Wayanad its glory as one 
of the prime tourist destinations in 
Kerala and I am confi dent that the 
present campaign would go a long 
in achieving that goal,” Mr. Riyas said.

Handicraft markets and cultural 
festivals are being organized 
to attract visitors and provide 
economic opportunities for local 
communities.  

Wayanad’s journey from tragedy 
to triumph is a powerful 
narrative of resilience and hope. 
The collaborative efforts of the 
government, local communities, 
and various organizations refl ect 
a collective commitment to 
rebuilding and rejuvenating the 
district. Though the scars of the 

landslide are visible, they serve 
as a reminder of the strength 
and spirit of the people who call 
Wayanad home. 

As tourists begin to return, they 
will fi nd a district that, while 
forever marked by its recent 
tragedy, stands as a beacon of 
renewal and strength. The lush 
green hills of Wayanad, though 
touched by sorrow, now tell a 
story of recovery and hope. This 
district, with its unparalleled 
natural beauty and indomitable 

spirit, invites the world to 
witness its transformation and 
to share in its journey of rebirth. 

In the face of adversity, Wayanad 
has demonstrated that with 
determination and community 
spirit, even the darkest moments 
can give way to a brighter future. 
The district’s story is a testament 
to the enduring human spirit 
and a reminder that from the 
depths of disaster, hope and 
renewal can rise, stronger than 
ever before.
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Embrace the Enchantment !
Malarikkal’s Water Lily Festival is on!

If you are in the southern parts of 
Kerala these days, head straight 

to Malarikkal, in Kottayam district, 
where an entire waterscape is 
draped in a stunning pink blanket 
of water lilies. 

This picturesque village, hailed as 
the epicenter of these enchanting 
blossoms, has kicked off its 
annual Water Lily Festival, igniting 
excitement and adventure in every 
corner.

The festival formally got off on 
August 28, marking the beginning 
of a vibrant celebration that 
stretches across 2,500 acres of 
lush paddy fields. The enchanting 
spectacle unfolds within the J 
Block and Thiruvaykkari polders, 
where the air is filled with the 
excited chatter of mostly young 
people who are here to enjoy the 

breathtaking sight of the pink lily 
carpet on water.

Visitors to Malarikkal on full moon 
days would get transported to 
another world witnessing the 
blossoms under the romantic glow 
of the moon. This is no ordinary 
festival. It’s a captivating experience 
that invites you to wander through 
the J Block polders every day 
until September 30, before the 
farmers drain the fields for the next 
cultivation season. The lily magic 
will continue in the Thiruvaykkari 
polders for an additional 15 days.

It is a community festival, a 
collaborative effort between the 
Thiruvarp grama panchayat, local 
paddy polder committees, the 
Kanjiram Service Cooperative Bank, 
and the Malarikkal Tourism Council. 
Together, they’ve orchestrated 

a festival that promises not just 
stunning views but also a taste of 
local culture.

To accommodate the expected 
influx of wanderers, the village is 
ready to welcome you with open 
arms. Hotels, homestays, delectable 
restaurants, and an array of local 
businesses are primed for your 
visit, ensuring you experience the 
rich flavors and warm hospitality of 
Malarikkal.

So, pack your bags, grab your 
camera, and get ready to immerse 
yourself in the breathtaking bloom 
of Malarikkal’s Water Lily Festival. 
Whether you’re a nature lover, an 
adventure seeker, or a romantic 
at heart, this vibrant celebration 
promises memories that will linger 
long after the last petals fall.
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Tourism Director Shikha Surendran received the award at a 
function held during PATA Travel Mart 2024 at the Queen Sirikit 
National Convention Center (QSNCC) in Bangkok.
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THUMBS UP!
KERALA TOURISM’S INDIGENOUS DIGITAL 
MARKETING INITIATIVE ‘HOLIDAY HEIST’
WINS PATA GOLD AWARD 2024

Kerala Tourism is once again at the 
top of the Asian tourism pecking 
order bagging the globally acclaimed 

Pacifi c Asia Travel Association (PATA) Gold 
Award 2024 for its online contest ‘Holiday 
Heist’ in the Digital Marketing Campaign 
category. Kerala Tourism is the only 
destination from India to bag the PATA 
Gold award this year.

Tourism Director Sikha Surendran IAS 
received the award at a glittering function 
held during PATA Travel Mart 2024, at 
Queen Sirikit National Convention Center 
(QSNCC) in Bangkok. The award was 
presented by PATA Chair Peter Semone 
in the presence of Macao Government 
Tourism Offi ce Director Maria Helena de 
Senna Fernandes and PATA CEO Noor 
Ahmad Hamid.

A jubilant Tourism Minister P.A. Mohamed 
Riyas said “this year’s PATA Gold Award 
for Kerala’s Digital Marketing campaign 
is a reaffi rmation and celebration of our 
ingenious planning to create out-of-the-
box strategies that trigger visitors’ interest 
in the State’s unique offerings.”

Noting that Kerala has been making 
consistent efforts to craft pioneering 
products of tourist appeal to attract 
visitors from India and outside, Mr. Riyas 
said “Holiday Heist was a one of its kind 
initiative to tempt tourists to Kerala’s prime 
destinations at incredibly low prices.”

‘Holiday Heist’, the month-long ground-
breaking campaign conceived and 
executed by Kerala Tourism’s branding and 
marketing agency, Stark Communications, 

was launched in July 2023 to woo tourists 
through an engaging and thrilling bidding 
game on the Tourism Department’s 
WhatsApp chatbot Maya. It became a 
phenomenal hit with travellers making 
uniquely lowest bids for visiting Kerala’s 
spectacular destinations.

Tourism Secretary  K. Biju said Holiday 
Heist was a trendsetting online campaign 
which bolstered Kerala’s reputation as a 
must-see tourist destination. “This is evident 
from the fact that the campaign witnessed 
over 80,000 bids, 5.2 lakh conversations, 45 
million impressions, and 13 million video 
views,” he pointed out.

Tourism Director Sikha Surendran said 
that though Kerala Tourism has been 
receiving the PATA Award over the 
years in different categories, “this year’s 
award is particularly satisfying as it was a 
celebration of Kerala’s ingenious digital 
tourism marketing campaign, setting a 
new standard for creativity and securing 
massive engagement with visitors.”

The month-long campaign revolved around 
the concept of ‘lowest unique bidding’, 
challenging participants to secure tour 
packages with their lowest and distinctive 
bids. Some participants, through their 
ingenious bids, secured tour packages 
worth over Rs 30,000 for a mere Rs. 5.

Set up in 1984, the PATA Grand and Gold 
Awards recognise the fi nest contributions 
from the travel industry in the Asia-
Pacifi c region with the winning projects 
consistently creating benchmarks for 
excellence and creativity.
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tI-cf-¯nsâ km¼-¯nI 
hfÀ¨m taJ-e-bnÂ 
Gähpw IqSp-XÂ 

hfÀ¨ ssIh-cn-¨ncp¶ taJ-e-I-fnÂ H
¶mWv Sqdn-k-hpw tlm«Â hyh-km-b
hpw. tImhnUv Ime v̄ t]mepw Gähpw 
IqSp-XÂ t\«w ssIh-cn-¨-Xv Cu taJ-e-
bm-Wv. Sqdn-k-¯nsâ  `mKsa¶ \ne-
bnÂ tlm«Â   hyh-km-b-¯n\v hntZ-i
-\mWyw t\Sn-¯-cp-¶-XneS¡w henb 
{]m[m-\y-am-Wp-Å-Xv. tImSn-I-fpsS apX
Âap-S¡pw  Bbn-c-I-W-¡n\v  sXmgne-
h-k-c-§fpw krjvSn-¡p-¶-XmWv tlm«
Â hyh-km-bw. Sqdn-k-¯nsâ hfÀ¨-bv
¡-\p-k-cn¨v tlmkv]n-äm-enän taJ-ebpw 
hf-cp-¶p-s -@¦nepw AXnsâ `mK-amb 
tlm«Â taJe henb {]Xn-k-Ôn-bn-em-
Wn-t¸mÄ. 

tIc-f-¯nse Sqdn-kwþFIvsskÊv \
bw A\p-k-cn¨v tlm«-ep-IÄ¡v _mÀ
ssek³kv e`n-¡p-¶Xn\v  ÌmÀ ¢mÊn-
^n-t¡-j³  \nÀ_-Ô-am-Wv. CXp-{]-Im
cw 800 Â A[nIw ÌmÀ tlm«-ep-IÄ 
C¶v kwØm-\-̄ p@- v. hntZ-i-þ-B-̀ y´
c Sqdnk¯nsâ A`n-`mPy LS-I-amWv 

ÌmÀ  tlm«-ep-IÄ. C´y-bn-em-sI-bp
Å ÌmÀ  tlm«-ep-I-fnÂ aq¶nÂ c @pw
tIc-f-̄ n-emWv. ]©m-b-̄ p-I-fnÂ t]m
epw kpJ-{]-Z-amb Xma-k-ku-I-cyhpw 
cpNnbpw ipNn-Xz-hp-apÅ  `£-W-hpw  
tlm«-ep-I-fneqsS \ÂIm³ Ign-ªXv  
tIcf  Sqdn-k-¯n\v henb apXÂIq-«m
bn. F¶mÂ km¼-¯nI {]Xn-kÔn 
aqew Ipd¨v {Kq¸v tlm«-ep-Ifpw Nne   
tImÀ¸-tdäv tlm«-ep-Ifpw am{X-amWv  
C¶v Hcp ]cn[n hsc ]nSn¨p \nÂ¡p-
¶-Xv. Ht¶m ct@ m tlm«-ep-IÄ \S-̄ p
-¶-hÀ ]Xps¡ ]Xps¡ Cu hyhkm-b
-̄ nÂ \n¶v ]n³am-dp-I-bm-Wv. FIvssk-
Êp-ambn _Ô-s¸«v kÀ¡mÀ  FSp-¡p
¶ Xocp-am-\-§Ä aZy- D]-t`m-K-s¯bpw
A\p-_Ô hyh-km-b-s -̄bpw- t{]m-Õm-
ln-¸n-¡p-¶nÃ F¶v ImWn-¡m-\pÅ 
cmjv{Sobhy{K-X-bmWv Cu hyh-km-b
s¯ {]Xn-k-Ôn-bn-em-¡p-¶-Xv. 

s]t{Sm-fnbw Dev]¶§Ä t]mse Pn.-F-
kv.än bnÂ DÄs¸-Sm-¯-Xn-\mÂ aZy-¯n
t·-epÅ \nIpXn kwØm-\-¯nsâ {]
[m\ hcp-am\ amÀ-§-fn-sem-¶m-Wv. aäv 
Dev]-¶-§fpsS \nIpXn hÀ²n-¸n-¡m³
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Ign-bm-¯-Xn-\mÂ Hmtcm kwØm-\hpw
hcp-am\ hÀ²-\bv¡v Cu c@v Dev]-¶-
§-fp-sSbpw \nIpXn hÀ²n¸n-¡p-¶p.  
Cu \nIpXn hÀ²-\-hn-eqsS - aZy-¯n\v
ASn-bv¡-Sn- hne hÀ²n¡p-¶Xv  hnÂ]-
\sbbpw D]-t`m-K-s¯-bpw -h-enb tXm
XnÂ Ipd-¨p. aZy-¯nsâ hne hÀ²-\hv 
D]-t`m-àm-¡sf aäv elcn hkvXp-¡-
fn-te¡v BIÀjn-¡p-¶p. 2014 Â _mÀ 
ssek³kv d±v sNbvXXv  aZy-¯nsâ  
e`yX Ipdhn\pw aäv el-cn-h-kvXp-¡fp
sS hym]-\-¯n\pw hymP aZy-¯n-sâ Hgp-
¡n\pw Imc-W-ambn. 2014 hsc FIvssk
Êpw t]meokpw  ]nSn-¨n-cp-¶Xv el-cn-h-
kvXp-¡Ä F¶ \ne-bnÂ \ma-am-{X-amb 
I©mhv Bbn-cp-s¶-¦nÂ C¶v temUv            
IW-¡n-\v  I©m-hmWv ]nSn-Iq-Sp-¶-Xv. 
kvIqÄ ¢mÊv apX-epÅ Ip«n-IfpsS-bpw,  
bphm-¡fpsSbpw elcn hkvXp-¡-fpsS 
D]-t`mKw C¶v tIcfob kaq-l-¯nsâ 
Nn´bv¡v F{Xtbm apI-fn-em-Wv. 

Fw.-Un.-Fw.F, saYmw-s^-ä-an³, FÂ.-
F-kv.-Un, sltdm-bn³, sImss¡³ Xp
S§n hntZ-i¯v \n¶v F¯p¶ amcI 
el-cn-h-kvXp-¡-fpsS Afhv Cc-«n-bn-e-
[n-I-ambn hÀ²n-̈ n-«p@-v. asämcp IW¡v 
Bscbpw sR«n-¡p-¶-Xm-Wv. F³.-Un.-
]n.-Fkv BIvSv (Nercotic Drugs and Psyc-
hotropic Substances Act) {]Imcw 2021 Â 
t]meokv cPn-ÌÀ sNbvX tIkp-I-fpsS 
F®w kwØm-\¯v  5695 Bbn-cp-¶p-
sh-¦nÂ 2022 Â AXv 24701 Bbn DbÀ
¶p. Hcp hÀjw sIm@v 333% hÀ²-\-hv.
Cu IW¡v {]Imcw F´mhpw C¶s¯
ØnXn. aZy hyh-kmbw XI-cp-t¼mÄ ab-
¡p-a-cp¶v hym]mcw F{X-t¯mfw hÀ²n-
¡p¶p F¶-dn-bm³ Cu IW¡v am{Xw 
aXn.  

aZy-¯n\v Gähpw IqSp-XÂ hne-bpÅ 
kwØm-\-§-fnÂ H¶v tIc-f-am-Wv. 
FÃm hÀjhpw aZy-¯n\v GÀs¸-Sp-¯p
¶ \nIpXn hÀ²--\hmWv CXn\v Imc-Ww.
tIc-f-¯nÂ aZy-¯nsâ hnehÀ²-\hpw
D]-t`mKhpw Ipd-bp-¶Xv kwØm\ 
kÀ¡mÀ Xs¶ HutZym-Kn-I-ambn Ønco-
I-cn-¡p-¶p-.  2011þ12 apXÂ 2022-þ23 hsc-
bpÅ 10 hÀj-¯n-\p-ÅnÂ kwØm-\
s¯  aZy-̄ nsâ hnÂ]-\-bnÂ 8.1% Ipd
hv h¶-Xmbn FIvsskÊv hIp¸v a{´n 
Xs¶ \nb-a-k-`-bnÂ shfn-s¸-Sp-¯pI
-bp-@m-bn. 2011-þ12 Â s_hvtIm hgn 
244.33 e£w sIbvkv aZyw hnän-cp-¶n-S v̄ 
2022-þ23 Â  224.3 e£w sIbvkmbn hn
Â]\ Ipdªp. aZy-]m-\n-I-fpsS \mSm
Wv tIc-f-sa¶pw aZy-¯nÂ \n¶pÅ 
hcp-am-\-amWv tIc-f-¯nsâ k¼-Zvhy-h-
Ø-bnÂ apJyw F¶papÅ {]Nmc-W-

s¯bpw FIvsskÊv a{´n JWvUn-¨n-
«p@-v. cmPy¯v Gähpw IqSp-XÂ aZy 
D]-t`mKw DÅ kwØm\w Acp-Wm-N
Â{]tZ-im-Wv. sXm«p ]n¶nÂ O¯o-kvK
Vv, {Xn]p-c, ]©m_v kwØm\-§fpw. 
cmPys¯ aZy D]-t`mK icm-icn P\kw-
Jy-bpsS 14.6% BsW-¦nÂ kwØm-\
s¯ D]-t`mKw 12.4% BWv. O¯o-kvK-
VnÂ AXv 35.6% hpw {Xn]p-c-bnÂ 34.7% 
hpam-Wv.  

tIc-f-̄ nÂ aZy- D]-t`mKw IqSp-X-em-sW
¶ {]N-cWw kXy-a-sÃ-¶mWv Cu IW-
¡p-IÄ hyà-am-¡p-¶-Xv. Cu cwK-¯p
Å hyh-km-bnIfpw  CXp-X-s¶-bmWv 
]d-bp-¶-Xv. ]t£ kÀ¡mÀ hmZw aZy 
D]-t`mKw Ipd-bp-¶Xv kÀ¡m-cnsâ 
aZy-\-bw  (a-Zy-\n-tcm-[-\-aÃ aZy-hÀÖ-
\-amWv e£yw F¶ \bw) aqe-amWv 
F¶m-Wv. F¶mÂ AXÃ ImcWw 
F¶XmWv hkvXpX. aZy-¯nsâ Aan-X
-amb hne-hÀ²-\-hns\ XpSÀ¶v km[m-
c-WImÀ aäv elcn hkvXp-¡fn-te¡v 
amdp¶Xpw ]pXnb Xe-apd el-cn¡mbn 
aZy-t -̄¡mÄ ap³K-W\  ab-¡p-a-cp¶v 
t]mepÅ amcI  el-cn-h-kvXp-¡Ä¡v 
\ÂIp-¶-Xp-am-Wv.

aZy-¯nsâ Aan-X-amb hne hÀ²-\hv 
A\-[n-IrX aZy hym]m-c-¯nsâ h³irw
Je Xs¶ kwØm-\ v̄ krjvSn-̈ n-«p@-v. 
ab-¡p-a-cp¶v Ign-ªmÂ A\-[n-IrX 
I¨-h-S-§-fnÂ C¶v Gähpw IqSp-XÂ 
em`w Xcp-¶Xv A\-[n-IrX aZy hnÂ]-\-
bmWv F¶v Cu tem_n Xncn-¨-dn-ªn«v 
hÀj-§-fm-bn. ho«nÂ aZyw hmäp-¶-hÀ, 
temUv IW-¡n\v kv]ncnäv sIm@p h¶v 
hymP aZyw \nÀ½n¨v hnX-cWw sN¿p-¶
-hÀ, hne Ipd-hpÅ kwØm-\-§-fnÂ 
\n¶v aZyw Cd-¡p-aXn sN¿p-¶-hÀ XpS§n 

Cu irwJe hep-Xm-Wv. CXp XS-tb-@
DtZym-K-Ø-cnÂ ]ecpw Ch-cpsS kzm[o-
\-¯n-epam-Wv. sI.-F-kv.-_n.knbnÂ
\n¶pw hm§nbmWv kam-´c hnÂ]\
F¶-Xn-\mÂ kÀ¡m-cn\v dh\yq \jvSw
CÃ- F¶ Nne Øm]nX Xmev]-cy-Im-cp
sS {]N-c-Whpw Cu A\-[n-IrX hnÂ]-
\bv¡v XW-te-Ip-I-bm-Wv. elcnhkvXp-
¡-fpw A\-[n-IrX aZyhpw Bh-iyImÀ
¡v th@ Øe¯v e`n¡pw F¶-Xn-
\mÂ -sI.-F-kv.-_n.kn tjm¸p-I-fnse 
hnÂ]-\bpw  tlm«-ep-I-fnÂ F¯p-¶-
h-cpsS F®hpw {Iam-Xo-X-ambn Ipdbp
¶Xn\p ImcWambn. a[y-h-b-kvI-cmWv
Ct¸mÄ _mdn-se-̄ p-¶-h-cnÂ Gsdbpw. 
bphm-¡Ä UnsP t]mepÅ ab-¡p 
a-cp¶v ]mÀ«n-I-fn-te¡v BIÀjn-¡-s¸-
SpIbpw sN¿p-¶p. 

tIcfw Hcp hyh-km-b-h-XvIrX kwØm-
\-a-Ã. ]c-¼-cm-KX hyh-km-b-§-fm-bn-cp
¶p D@m-bn-cp-¶-Xv. Ah-tb-sdbpw C¶v 
CÃm-Xm-bn. KÄ^v ]W-¯nsâ hchpw 
Ipd-ªp. bphm-¡Ä aäv cmPy-§-fn-te¡v 
IpSn-tb-dm\pw {ian-¡p-¶p. \½psS k¼-
Zvhy-h-Ø-bnÂ \n¶pw Irjnbpw amdn-bn
«v ]Xn-äm-@pI-fm-bn. sF.-än tbbpw Sqdn-
k-s¯bpw B{i-bn¨p am{Xta C\n
\ap¡v apt¶m«p t]mIm-\mIq. sF.än 
cwK-s¯bpw Sqdn-k-s¯bpw \ne-\nÀ
¯p-¶-Xn\v ss\äv sse v̂, \Ã tlm«-ep-
IÄ, aZy-k-XvImcw AS-¡-apÅ hnt\m-
tZm-]m-[n-IÄ \ne-\nÀt¯@-Xpw hnI-kn-
¸n-t¡@-XpamWv.  

amdnb PohnX kml-N-cy-§-fnÂ Sqdnkw 
hnI-k\¯nÂ ss\äv sse^nsâ {]m[m
\yw IW-¡n-se-Sp¯v ]e AbÂ kw
Øm\-§fnepw tlm«-ep-I-fnse aZy-k-
XvImc kabw cmhnse Hcp a-Wn-hsc
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bmWv. \½psS kwØm\¯v  cmhnse
11 aWn apXÂ cm{Xn 11 aWn- hscbmWv.
sUÌnt\j³ shUnwKv tIcf¯nÂ 
bmYmÀyambn«v hÀj-§-fmbn. t\mÀ

v̄ C´ybnÂ \n¶pw, hntZi¯p \n¶p
amWv sUÌnt\j³ shUnwKn\mbn
\hZ¼Xnamcpw, kwLhpw F¯p¶Xv.    
Ah-cpsS hnhml¨S§pIÄ cm{Xn hf
sc sshInbpw \ofp¶XmWv. AXpsIm
- @pXs¶ cm{Xn-bnepw AXn-Yn-IÄ¡pÅ
aZykXvImcw AhÀ¡v Hgn¨pIqSm\mhm
¯XmWv. tlm«ep-I-fnse aZy-k-XvIm-c-
¯n-\pÅ kabw Ipd-¨Xv sUÌn-t\-j
³ shUnw-Kns\ _m[n-¨p. aZy-¯nsâ 
Cu \nb-{´Ww aäv ]e Châp-IÄ \
jvS-s¸-Sp-¶-Xn\pw A\-[n-IrX aZy-, ab
-¡pa-cp¶v, elcn ]ZmÀ-§-fpsS hym
]\w hÀ²n-¡p-¶-Xn\pw Imc-W-am-bn.
sUÌnt\j³ shUnwKpw, ssakv Sqdn-
khpw  hnt\mZ k©mc hIp¸v t{]m
Õmln¸n¡p¶ kmlNcy¯nÂ tlm«-
ep-I-fnÂ aZy-hnÂ]-\-bv¡pÅ  {]hÀ¯
\ kabw cm{Xn Hcp aWnbmbn ZoÀLn-
¸n-¡p-Itbm AsÃ-¦nÂ ]g-b-Xp-t]mse
cm{Xn 12.00 aWn hscbmbn ]p\-Øm-]n-
¡p-Itbm sNt¿- -@Xm-Wv. 

kÀ¡mÀ taJeIfnepw, kzImcy taJ
eIfnepw Poh\ImÀ¡v i¼fw e`n¨ncp
¶Xv H¶mw XobXn BbXn\mÂ i¼f 
XpI aZy¯n\p th @n Nnehgn¡psa¶ 
{]NcW¯nsâ ASnØm\¯nemWv 
hÀj-§Ä¡v ap¼v H¶mw XobXn ss{U 
tU GÀs¸Sp¯nbXv. C¶v an¡ taJe
Ifnepw i¼fw e`n-¡p-¶Xv H¶mw Xob
Xn AÃ F¶p- am-{X-aÃ _m¦v A¡u @v
hgnbpamWv. am{XaÃ samss_Â hgn 
Ft¸mÄ thWsa¦nepw BÀ¡pw ]Ww
{Sm³kv^À sN¿m\pw Ignbpw. 
AXpsIm @v Xs¶ C¶v Cu Xocpam\
¯n\v Hcp {]kànbpanÃ . cmjv{Sob 
t\Xr-Xz-¯n-ep-Å-htcm DtZym-K-Ø-X-e-
¯n-ep-Å-htcm H¶mw Xob-Xn-bnse 

ss{U tU sIm@ v Fs´-¦nepw {]tbm-
P\w ImWp-¶-h-c-Ã. am{X-aÃ Cu ss{U
tU  A\-[n-IrX aZy-þ-a-b-¡p-a-cp¶v hym
]m-c-¯n\v Imc-W-am-Ip-¶p-sh¶v AhÀ 
Xs¶ k½-Xn-¡p-¶p-ap@- v. F¶n«pw 
H¶mw XobXnbnse ss{U tU Ct¸mgpw
XpS-cp-¶p. cmPy¯v C¯-c-¯nÂ ss{U
tU-bp-ÅXv tIc-f-¯nÂ am{X-am-Wv.  

DÕh§fpsS \mSmWv tIcfw. sNdpXpw
hepXpamb BbncIW¡n\v DÕh§
fmWv FÃm hÀjhpw Unkw-_À apXÂ
sabv hsc tIcf¯nÂ At§mfw C
t§mfw Ac-t§-dp-¶-Xv.  Htcm DÕh
¯nsâbpw t]cnÂ {]mtZinIambn aZy-
im-e-IÄ¡v  am{Xw ]pXpXmbn Ah[n 
\ÂIp¶ {]hWX Ct¸mÄ hÀ²n-¨n-cn-
¡p-I-bm-Wv. Nne Øe§fnÂ H¶nÂ
IqSpXÂ Znhkw aZy-im-e-IÄ AS¨ntS -
@n hcp¶p. FÃm DÕ-h-§fpw P\-§
Ä¡v BtLm-jn-¡m-\pÅ Hcp Ah-k
-camsW-¶n-cns¡bmWv Aim-kv{Xo-b-am-
bn Hcp am\-Z-WvU-hp-an-ÃmsX aZy-\n-tcm-
[\w GÀs¸-Sp-¯p-¶-Xv. A\-[n-IrX 
hym]m-c-¯n\pw hymP-a-Zy-¯n\pw am{Xta 
CXv klm-bn-¡q. 1980 IÄ hsc aZy-im-
e-bpsS ]cn-[n-bnÂ  hcp¶ Øes¯ 
DÕh ]d-¼nÂ Xs¶ \nnX ^okv 
CuSm¡n kvs]jyÂ Hu«vseäv Xpd-¡p-
¶-Xn\v FIvsskÊv hIp¸v s]Àanäv 
sImSp¯ncp¶p. Cu s]Àan-än\v cm{Xn-
bnepw {]m_-ey-ap@- m-bn-cp-¶p. ]n¶oSv 
cm{Xn 12 aWn hsc aZy-im-e-IÄ¡v {]h
À¯n-¡m³ A\p-hm-Zw \ÂIn. -hÀjw
c @mbnc§fnÂ {]mtZ-inI DÕh§ 
Ä¡v FIvsskÊv Un¸mÀ«vsaâv cm{Xn 
12 aWn¡v tijhpw ]peÀ¨ hsc hnÂ
]\ \S¯p-¶-Xn\v ^okv CuSm¡n cm{Xn 
hnÂ]\bv¡pÅ s]Àanäv sImSp-¯n-cp-
¶p. ]n¶oSv Cu s]Àanäv FIvsskÊv 
hIp¸v \nÀ¯em¡nsb¦nepw DÕ-h-
§tfmS-\p-_-Ôn¨v aZy-imeIÄ {]hÀ
¯n-¡p-¶-Xn\v hne¡v D @m-bn-cp-¶n-Ã. 

2010 HmSp IqSn Nne {]iv\-_m-[nX {]tZ
-i-§-fnepw amc-a¬ I¬sh³j³,- 
B-äp-ImÂ s]m¦me XpS-§nb Znh-k-
§-fnepw {]mtZ-in-I-ambn aZy \ntcm-[\w
GÀs¸-Sp-¯p-I-bp- @m-bn.- F-¶mÂ C
t¸mÄ bmsXm-cp-hn[ {]iv\hpw CÃm
¯ DÕ-h-§-Ä¡pw aZy-\n-tcm[w GÀ
s¸-Sp-¯p-¶Xv ]Xn-hm-¡n-bn-cn-¡p-I-bm-
Wv. aZy-¯n\v henb Unamâv Cu {]tZ-i
¯v D @mIpw F¶-Xn-\mÂ A\-[n-IrX
aZy-þa-b-¡p-a-cp¶v am^nb CXv Hcp Ah-
k-c-ambn D]-tbm-Ks¸Sp-¯pw. ssI¡q
en t{]mÕm-ln-¸n-¡m¯ Hcp kÀ¡mÀ 
`cWw \S-¯p-t¼mÄ DtZym-K-Ø-cnÂ 
sNdn-sbmcp hn`mKw CXn-s\Ãmw IpS]n-
Sn-¡p-I-bm-Wv. Ignª XrqÀ ]qc¯n\v 
XrqÀ Xmeq¡v H¶msI c@ v Znhkw
aZy-\n-tcm-[\w GÀs¸-Sp-¯n-bXv tImS-
Xn-bpsS AXr-]vXn¡v Imc-W-am-hp-I-bp- 
@m-bn. A¶v cm{Xn  Xs¶ tImSXnbpsS
hm¡mepÅ \nco£W¯nsâ aqÀ¨
a\Ênem¡n -taÂ D¯-chnse Xmeq¡v 
F¶Xv amän tImÀ -̧td-j\m¡n Npcp¡n.
C¡m-cy-¯nÂ tlm«ep-IÄ¡v \jvS-]-
cn-lmcw tXSm³- AÀlX Ds @¶v tIm
SXn \nco-£n-¡p-I-bp- @m-bn. DÕh§
fpsS t]cnÂ tlm«-ep-IÄ¡pw aZy-im-
e-IÄ¡pw Ah[n \ÂIp¶ {]hWX 
\nb{´n¡p¶Xn\v \S]Sn D @mIWw. 
ss{UtU, DÕ-h-§Ä, hnti-j-Zn-h-k-
§Ä, sXc-sª-Sp-̧ p-IÄ XpS-§nb ]e 
Imc-W-§-fmÂ Hcp hÀjw icm-icn 
25 apXÂ 30 Znh-kw hscsb-¦nepw aZy-
im-e-IÄ Xpd-¡m-\m-In-Ã. Hcp hÀjs¯
{]hÀ¯-\-¯n\v ssek³kv ^okv Cu
Sm-¡n-b-Xn\v tijw C{Xbpw Znhkw 
Hu«vse-äp-IÄ AS-¨n-tS @n hcp-¶Xv
henb km¼-¯nI\jvS-amWv Cu hyh-
kmb-¯n\v D@ m-¡p-¶-Xv. C´y-bnÂ
asämcp kwØm\¯pw C{]-Im-c-apÅ 
ØnXn-hn-ti-j-an-Ã. 

IÀWmSI kÀ¡mÀ aZyD]-t`m-K-¯n-\p
Å Ipdª {]mb]cn[n 21 hbÊnÂ 
\n¶pw 18 hbÊmbn Ipd¨p.  F¶mÂ 
\½psS kwØm\¯v Cu {]mb]cn[n
21 Â \n¶v 23 Bbn hÀ²n¸n¡pIbmWv 
sNbvXXv. sNdp {]mb¯nÂXs¶ ab
¡pacp¶v t]mepÅ elcn hkvXp¡
fpsS D]t`mKw \½psS bphm¡fnÂ 
hÀ²n¡p¶ kmlNcy¯nÂ Cu Xocp
am\w hn]coX ^eamWp @m¡nbXv. 
aZy D]t`mK¯n\pÅ {]mb]cn[n hÀ
²n¸n¡p¶Xv H«pw A`n-Im-ay-a-Ã. aäv 
kwØm\§fnÂ {XnþÌmdn\pw, AXn
\papIfnepapÅ tlm«epIfnÂ  _nbÀ
]pIÄ A\p-h-Zn-¨n-«p@- v. CXp-aqew 
bphm¡sf hocyw Ipdª aZy¯nte¡v
BIÀjn-¡m\pw elcnhkvXp¡fpsS 
D]t`mKw Ipdbv¡m\pw Ignbpw. tlm«-
ep-I-fnÂ F¯p-¶-hÀ aZy-]m\-¯n\v 
th@ n am{X-aÃ hcp-¶-Xv. `£-W-hpw 
Xma-khpw tlm«-ensâ `mK-am-Wv. tlm«
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-ep-I-fnÂ \n¶pw D]-t`m-àm-¡Ä ]nt¶m
¡w t]mIp-¶-Xn-eqsS dÌmdânsâ {]h
À¯-\w \jvS-¯n-em-IpIbpw. dqap-IÄ  
Imen-bm-IpIbpw sN¿pw.

tIc-f-¯nÂ aZy hnX-c-W-¯n\v Ip¯-I-
h-Im-i-apÅ kÀ¡mÀ Øm]-\-am-Wv 
s_hvtIm. tlm«-ep-I-fpsS \ne-\nÂ¸n
s\ Xs¶ _m[n-¡p¶ Imcy-§fmWv 
hÀj-§-fmbn Cu Øm]\w sNbvXp-
hcp-¶-Xv. tIm¼u-@nwKv coXn-bnÂ hnÂ
]\ IW¡m-¡p-t¼mÄ t]mepw 80% 
an\naw amÀPn\nÂ, hnÂ]-\-bpsS 10% 
tS¬ HmhÀ SmIvkv tlm«-ep-IÄ AS-
bv¡p-¶-Xn-\mÂ Hmtcm skbnÂkn\pw 
tlm«-ep-IfnÂ \n¶pw kÀ¡m-cn\v
e`n-¡p¶ hcp-am\w  CtX skbnÂ
kv s_hvtIm tjm¸nÂ \S-¶mÂ  In«p-
¶-Xn-t\-¡mÄ F{Xtbm A[n-I-am-Wv.
Cu ØnXn \ne-\nÂ¡p-t¼m-gmWv AXym-
hiyw Xc-t¡-Sn-Ãm¯ _nkn-\-ÊpÅ 
tlm«-ep-IfpsS kao-]¯v s_hvtIm 
tjm v̧ Xpd-¡p-¶-Xv. Hu«vse-äp-Ifpw tlm
«-ep-Ifpw CÃm¯ ]©m-b-¯p-I-fnÂ 
XpS-§p-¶-Xn\v ]Icw ÌmÀ tlm«-ep-I
sf sXc-ªp- ]n-Sn¨v kao]w ]pXnb Hu
«vse-äp-IÄ Bcw-`n-¡p-¶-Xn\v Hcp \oXo-
I-c-W-hp-an-Ã. 

aZy-¯nsâ hnÂ]\ Ipd-ª-tXmsS 
tlm«Â  hyh-km-b-¯nse _nkn-\Êv 
30 apXÂ 40% hsc Ct¸mÄ Ipdªn
«p@-v. tImSn-I-W-¡n\v cq] [\-Imcy 
Øm]-\-§-fnÂ \n¶pw hmbv] FSp-
¯mWv tlm«epIÄ Bcw-`n-¨n-«p-Å-Xv. 

50 apXÂ \qtdmfw Poh-\-¡mÀ t\cn«pw
A{X-t¯mfw t]À AÃm-sXbpw ]Wn 
FSp-¡p-¶ Øm]-\-amWv Hmtcm tlm«-
epw. tlm«-ep-Isf ÌmÀ kuI-cy-samcp
¡n \nenÀ¯p-¶-Xn-\pÅ sNe-hp-IÄ 
hfsc hep-Xm-Wv. Poh-\-¡m-cpsS thX\ 
hÀ²-\-hv, Hmtcm A©v hÀjhpw \S-
t¯@ ÌmÀ doþ-¢m-Ên-̂ n-t¡-j³ sNe
-hp-IÄ, hÀjwtXmdp-apÅ ssek³kv 
^okv hÀ²-\-hv, hnhn[  \nIp-Xn-IfpsS
hÀ²-\hv,  shÅw-þ-ssh-Zyp-XnþsI«n-S-\n-
IpXn F¶n-h-bpsS hÀ²-\h,v Hcp hn`m
Kw FIvsskÊv DtZym-K-Ø-cpsS {]Xn-
Imc \S-]-Sn-IÄ FÃmwIqSn tNcpt¼mÄ
Cu hyh-kmbw A`n-ap-Jo-I-cn-¡p¶
{]Xn-k-Ôn-IÄ \ofp-I-bmWv.

Cu {]Xn-k-Ôn-I-fpsS ^e-am-bmWv ]e 
tlm«-ep-IÄ¡pw tS¬ HmhÀ SmIvkv,  
Pn.-F-kv.-än F¶nh bYm-k-abw AS-bv
¡m³ Ign-bm-Xn-cp-¶Xv. kÀ¡mÀ Cu
{]Xn-k-Ôn-I-fnÂ \n¶pw Ic-I-b-dm-\p
Å Ah-kcw \ÂIp-¶-Xn\v ]Icw tlm
«-ep-I-fpsS Pn.-F-kv.än cPn-kvt{S-j³ 
Xs¶ Iym³kÂ sNbvXp. AXp-hgn  
tÌm¡v FSp-¡m³ Ign-bmsX tlm«-ep-
IÄ ]q«p¶ ØnXn-bn-te¡v F¯n-. 
CXnÂ \n¶v XmXvIm-en-I-ambn Ic-I-b-
dnb an¡-hcpw Ct¸mÄ ]en-i-Im-cpsS 
]nSn-bn-ep-am-Wv.

Npcp-¡-¯nÂ hnt\mZ k©mc taJ-e-
bnÂ kzImcy kwcw-`-Isc kÀ¡mÀ 
t{]mÕm-ln-¸n-¡p-t¼mÄ AXnsâ `mK
-amb tlm«Â hyh-km-bs¯ Ah-K-Wn-

¡p-I-bm-Wv. GsXmcp hyh-km-b-s¯
bpw t]mse apXÂap-S-¡n-\-\p-k-cn¨v {]
Xn-^-ehpw am\y-amb sXmgnÂ kml-N-
cyhpw D@m-I-W-sa¶v B{K-ln-¡p-¶-h-
cmWv Cu cwK-s¯bpw kwcw-`-IÀ. 
F¶mÂ Cu cwK¯v apXÂ apS-¡p-¶-
hsc s]mXp kaq-lhpw `c-Wm-[n-Im-cn-
Ifpw ImWp¶Xv hyXy-kvXam-bm-Wv. 
GsXmcp _nkn-\Êv kwcw`w t]mse
bpw \nb-a-]-c-amb N«-¡q-Sn-\-I¯p 
\n¶pw kÀ¡mÀ D¯-c-hp-IÄ¡v 
A\p-kr-X-hp-am-bmWv Cu hyh-km-
bhpw {]hÀ¯n-¡p-¶-Xv. AXp-sIm@v 
Xs¶ aäv hyh-km-b-§Ä¡v e`n-¡p¶
]cn-K-W\ Cu hy-h-km-b-¯n\pw e`n-
¡-Ww. 

A[n-Im-cn-I-fpsS I¬ap-¶nÂ Bbn-c-I-
W-¡n\v t]À¡v sXmgnÂ \ÂIp¶
Hcp hyh-kmbw XI-cp-I-bm-Wv. tlm«
-ep-IÄ \S-̄ n-sIm@v t]mIm-\m-ImsX
]ecpw In«p¶ hnebv¡v X§-fpsS 
Øm]-\-§Ä hnÂ¡p-I-bm-Wv. aäv Nn
e-cm-Is« tlm«Â hnämepw apXÂap-S¡v
aS-¡n-In-«n-sÃ¶v Xncn-̈ -dnªv F§-s\
bpw apt¶m«p sIm@p-t]m-hp-I-bm-Wv. 

Cu ØnXn-hn-tijw kÀ¡mÀ ImWWw. 
\S-]-Sn-IÄ kzoI-cn-¡-Ww. AsÃ-¦nÂ 
Sqdnkw hnIk\¯n\pw 
AXphgn kwØm\¯nsâ Xs¶ 
hnIk\¯n\pw IpXnt¸Im³ sIÂ
¸pÅ Cu hyhkmbw A\yw \n¶p 
t]mb ]c¼cmKX hyhkmb§fpsS 
]«nIbnÄ DÄs¸Spw.
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India will be one of the top 10 
destinations for tourism in the 

world, Union Minister Gajendra 
Singh Shekhawat  has said.

“India can be among the top 10 
destinations of the world in the 
next fi ve years as a result of people’s 
spending power increasing and 
the way the world looks at India 
today,” the Union Minister told ET’s 
World Leaders Forum. The tourism 
industry is looking for investments 
from private players for greater 
push as a part of the PPP model, he 
added.

India poised to be one of top 10 global tourist destinations

Bengaluru, Delhi airports receive Level 5 Accreditation of ACI

Kempegowda International 
Airport Bengaluru and Delhi 

International Airport in India have 
achieved Level 5, the topmost level 
in the Airport Carbon Accreditation 
programme of the Airports Council 
International (ACI) Asia-Pacifi c & 
Middle East.

The two airports are among the fi rst 
in Asia to reach this advanced level 
of carbon management maturity, 
joining an exclusive group of just 16 
leading airports worldwide to have 
achieved this milestone since its 
introduction in December 2023.

Airports at Level 5 must maintain a 
net zero carbon balance for Scope 
1 and 2 emissions while actively 
addressing Scope 3 emissions. This 

“People want to see India, and 
know India. I see domestic and 
international tourism skyrocketing 
in the coming years where 
domestic tourism will be key... 
Among India’s total inbound 
tourists, 65 per cent visited seven 
Indian States,” he said. 

He said that the contribution of 
tourism to the Indian economy 
in the coming years will be at 10 
per cent. “Our culture will help us 
emerge as the most respectable 
nation of the world,” he said.

requires signifi cant reductions from 
airport-controlled sources, sourcing 
energy exclusively from the 
cleanest options, enhancing third-
party engagement strategies, and 
implementing carbon removals for 
any residual emissions. Level 5 is 
the highest level of achievement in 
airport climate action.

Director General of ACI Asia-Pacifi c 
& Middle East Stefano Baronci said: 
“The two Indian hubs have joined 
the group of global airports leading 
the charge in environmental 
sustainability. The achievements of 
both Kempegowda International 
Airport Bengaluru and Delhi 
International Airport further 
establish India’s role in air 

transport’s decarbonisation.”

Kempegowda International 
Airport Bengaluru achieved a 
remarkable 95.6% reduction in 
Scope 1 and 2 emissions — setting 
a new benchmark as the Indian 
airport with the highest emissions 
reduction. This milestone was 
reached seven years ahead of the 
initial 2030 target. The airport’s 
decarbonisation efforts include 
transitioning to 100% renewable 
electricity, advancing sustainable 
mobility, and enhancing green 
infrastructure.  To address residual 
emissions, it has procured carbon 
credits from verifi ed carbon 
removal projects and committed to 
further compensation through in-
house green landscape projects. 

Delhi International Airport made 
equally notable progress, achieving 
a 90% reduction in Scope 1 and 
2 CO2 emissions. The remaining 
emissions have been compensated 
through approved offset removals, 
meeting the stringent standards of 
the Airport Carbon Accreditation 
programme. The airport is also 
committed to achieving net zero 
Scope 3 emissions by 2050, in 
alignment with the programme’s 
framework and global sustainability 
goals.
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Grammy winner Ricky Kej composes anthem for Bengaluru airport

Ajanta Caves to get rail connectivity

The Kempegowda International 
Airport in Bengaluru has 

launched its official anthem, 
composed by three-time Grammy 
award winner Ricky Kej.

The Kempegowda International 
Airport (KIA) in Bengaluru on 
Friday introduced its new official 
anthem, a unique Kannada-English 
musical composition created 
by the renowned three-time 
Grammy Award winner, Ricky Kej. 
The premiere took place at the 
airport’s own premises, where the 
music video for the anthem was 
showcased by the airport’s operator, 
Bangalore International Airport 

The Ajanta Caves in Maharashtra, 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site, 

would soon be more accessible 
with the construction of India’s 
longest transport tunnel, stretching 
23.5 km. 

The Ajanta Caves are located 
in the Chhatrapati Sambhaji 
Nagar district - earlier known as 
Aurangabad - in the Marathwada 
region of Maharashtra. The Ministry 
of Railways and the Maharashtra 
Government are jointly working on 
the rail connectivity project. 

The tunnel would form part of the 
174-km Jalna to Jalgaon railway 
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Limited (BIAL), the Deccan Herald 
reported.

The anthem, 2:28 minutes long 
in total, was also shared by the 
official account of the airport on X. 
It featured the voices of two-time 
Grammy Award recipient Lonnie 
Park and acclaimed Kannada artist 
Siddhartha Belmannu.

The Bengaluru airport took to social 
media and posted, “BLR Airport’s 
new tune is an anthem! Composed 
by Grammy winner Ricky Kej and 
his collaborators, this song is a 
tribute to BLR Airport - a place of 
infinite possibilities, connections, 
and a gateway to the future.”

line, which is being developed at 
an estimated cost of Rs 7,106 crore, 
with equal contributions from the 
State government and the Railways. 
This project is expected to generate 
60 lakh man-days of employment 
and reduce CO2 emissions by 54 
crore kg, equivalent to planting 2.2 
crore trees.

According to Minister for Railways 
Ashwini Vaishnaw, this ambitious 
initiative aims to enhance 
connectivity between Marathwada 
and North Maharashtra while 
stimulating regional industrial 
growth. “The new line will cut the 

travel distance between Jalna 
and Jalgaon by nearly 50 per 
cent, from 336 km to 174 km. This 
development will significantly 
improve connectivity between 
Marathwada, North Maharashtra, 
Madhya Pradesh, and the coastal 
areas of Maharashtra and Gujarat,” 
he said.

“The project would necessitate 
acquisition of 935 hectares of 
land. The rail line is expected to be 
completed within 4 to 5 years,” he 
said. The Ajanta Caves are situated 
100 km north-east of Ellora, 104 km 
from Aurangabad and 52 km from 
Jalgaon railway station. 

The Ajanta Caves are a remarkable 
collection of 29 rock-cut cave 
monuments dating from the 
second century BCE to about 480 
CE in Aurangabad district. These 
ancient Buddhist cave temples 
and monasteries are renowned for 
their exquisite murals, which are 
considered to be among the finest 
surviving examples of Indian art. 
They are cut into the volcanic lava 
of the Deccan in the forest ravines 
of the Sahyadri Hills and are set in 
beautiful sylvan surroundings.
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India welcomed around 635,000 medical tourists in 2023

Visa partners with Skill India to upskill 20,000 youth for tourism industry

India welcomed around 635,000 
medical tourists in 2023, Minister 

for Tourism and Culture Gajendra 
Singh Shekhawat told the Rajya 
Sabha. There was a steady increase 
in medical tourists from 183,000 
in 2020 to 304,000 in 2021 and 
475,000 in 2022. This was followed 

The Tourism & Hospitality Skill 
Council (THSC), under the 
Ministry of Skill Development 
and Entrepreneurship (MSDE), 
has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with Visa, a 
global leader in digital payments. 
The three-year partnership, which is 
valued at up to $1 million, aims to 
upskill at least 20,000 Indian youth 
in tourism-relevant skills.

by the remarkable increase in their 
numbers in 2023, the Minister 
pointed out.

To facilitate more arrivals, the 
Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare has launched India’s offi cial 
portal for Medical Value Travel 
(MVT) to streamline information 
and the patient journey for 
international medical travelers. The 
Government has also extended 
e-medical visa and e-medical 
attendant visa facilities to nationals 
of 167 countries. 

The Central government, he said, 
has also made special provisions 
for loans to develop health 
infrastructure in tier-2 and tier-3 
cities. Many major hospitals have 
invested in the smaller cities. 
Many specialty services like dental 
implants and cosmetic surgeries 
are now available here. 

In all, 9.24 million foreign tourists 
visited India in 2023. Australia, 
Malaysia, Singapore, Japan, 
Thailand, and Korea (Republic of) in 
the Asia Pacifi c Region are among 
the top 20 tourism source countries 
for India. The country received 
1.22 million tourists from these six 
countries during the said period, 
the Ministry of Tourism informed. 

To increase India’s share of the 
global tourism market, the Ministry 
of Tourism promotes India as a 
holistic destination in various 
markets, the minister mentioned. 
Further, the Ministry of Tourism 
also hosted the 46th edition of 
the Pacifi c Asia Travel Association 
(PATA) Travel Mart in New Delhi 
from October 4 to 6, 2023 bringing 
together tourism professionals and 
business stakeholders from across 
the world, the Minister stated in his 
written reply.

The initiative was 
formalized in the 
presence of Minister 
of State for Skill 
Development & 
Entrepreneurship  
Jayant Chaudhary. “This 
partnership with Visa is 
a pivotal step towards 
realizing and unlocking 
that potential, equipping 
our youth with skills 
needed to thrive in the 
tourism sector and make 
India a premier global 
tourism destination,” Mr. 

Chaudhary said.

The partnership between Visa and 
THSC builds upon Visa’s ongoing 
collaboration with the Ministry of 
Tourism.

It is set to train youth across 10 
Indian states, including Assam, 
Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, and 
West Bengal, to enhance the overall 
service experience for tourists.

The programme will focus on 
essential roles within the domestic 
tourism industry, such as tour 
guides, customer service executives, 
naturalists, and paragliding tandem 
pilots. Visa has been actively 
involved in strengthening India’s 
tourism landscape through its 
deep data and analytics expertise. 
The company has contributed 
to increasing inbound tourism 
by providing valuable data and 
insights to the Ministry of Tourism, 
facilitating the promotion of India’s 
diverse destinations on the global 
stage.

Kelly Mahon Tullier, Vice Chair, Chief 
People and Corporate Affairs Offi cer 
at Visa, said, “By empowering the 
youth of the country with skills 
to thrive in the tourism industry, 
we aim not only to elevate their 
employment prospects but also to 
improve the overall experience for 
tourists visiting India.”
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India’s travel and tourism market forecast to reach $34.1 billion

Glass bridge at Kanyakumari to be ready by December

India’s travel and tourism market 
is on a growth trajectory, with 

expectations to expand from $22.3 
billion in 2024 to $34.1 billion by 
2029, according to Jyoti Mayal, 
President of the Travel Agents 
Association of India (TAAI). 

In a statement at the BLTM 2024 
industry event, Mayal highlighted 
the vital role that travel and 
tourism play in India’s economy, 
contributing 10% to the nation’s 
GDP. The BLTM 2024 attracted 
participants from several countries 
including Sri Lanka, Azerbaijan, 
Cambodia, Israel, and regions 
within India such as Goa, Odisha, 
Punjab, Gujarat, Jharkhand, 
Telangana, and Meghalaya.

Mayal emphasized that by 2029, 

The proposed glass bridge connecting 
Vivekananda Rock and Thiruvalluvar 

statue in Kanyakumari would be 
completed in 12 months once the tender 
process is completed, Tamil Nadu Public 
Works Highways Minister E.V. Velu has said.

The 77-metre-long covered glass bridge 
is being constructed at the cost of Rs 37 
crore, would save a lot of time for the 
visitors as they can reach Thiruvalluvar 
statue in no time without having to wait 
for the ferry, from Vivekananda Rock 
Memorial. The bridge would be 10-metre-
wide.

NATIONAL FOCUS

the industry is expected to 
generate 53 million jobs and attract 
30.5 million travelers, showcasing 
its immense potential for growth. 
“Outbound tourism from India 
is projected to reach 27 million 
travelers this year, mirroring pre-
COVID levels,” she noted, with the 
market expected to generate $22.3 
billion in revenue for 2024 and 
grow to $34.1 billion by 2029.

The event also highlighted India’s 
MICE (Meetings, Incentives, 
Conferences, and Exhibitions) 
tourism market, which is forecast 
to register a Compounded Annual 
Growth Rate (CAGR) of 6% during 
2024-2029. 

Florian Sengstschmid, CEO of the 
Azerbaijan Tourism Board, shared 

insights about the rise in Indian 
tourists to Azerbaijan. “In 2023, 
we welcomed 115,000 Indian 
travelers, and in the first seven 
months of 2024, this figure surged 
to 140,000—a 2.7-fold increase 
compared to the same period last 
year. This growth surpasses pre-
COVID levels, which were around 
50,000 in 2019,” he stated, crediting 
enhanced connectivity with 11 
weekly flights from Delhi and three 
from Mumbai to Baku for the surge.

Krishantha Fernando, General 
Manager of the Sri Lanka 
Convention Bureau, noted that 
Sri Lanka received approximately 
2.3 million visitors from India 
between January and early August 
2024, continuing its position as 
the largest source market. He 
highlighted the 83 weekly flights 
from India to Sri Lanka and the 
growing focus on MICE and 
wedding segments, alongside 
leisure travel, as key factors 
attracting Indian tourists.

Amruta Bangera, Director of 
Marketing for the Israel Ministry 
of Tourism, reported that Israel 
welcomed 6,500 visitors from India 
in 2024 up until July, and expects 
to see more tourists from the travel, 
trade, and MICE community in the 
upcoming months.
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CIAL DIALS 
AFFORDABLE 
LUXURY
WITH ‘0484’
Walk into the country’s largest aero lounge 
from the city side and experience ‘affordable 
luxury’ at the Cochin International Airport.

Live in the normal world and you will see that luxury and 
affordability are two different ways home. You pick one, you 
lose the other. Any third way out there? Yes, at the Cochin 

International Airport, where you can experience luxury like a 
millionaire usually would, but without shelling out too much of 
your hard-earned money.

Welcome to ‘0484’, the country’s largest aero lounge, where luxury 
has met its match in affordability -- like nowhere else in India and, 
perhaps, very few places elsewhere in the world. 

The water-themed ‘0484’ is literally overfl owing with opulence, 
something that Kerala and CIAL, the holding company that 
operates the country’s eighth busiest airport overall and fi fth 
busiest in terms of international traffi c, can be rightly proud of. 
Here’s a space that is luxuriously affordable! 

Umasankar G

FEATURE
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Step into ‘0484’ and you can almost 
feel water gently caressing your 
feet. Look around at the walls, 
the ceiling and the lights and you 
will see how fi nely they all blend 
together to create the ambiance of 
palm-fronded Kerala backwaters 
without being gaudily showy. 

The place is bereft of the usual 
Kerala signifi ers, the Kathakali 
mask, the Mohiniyattom dancers or 
the jumbos. But you can breathe in 
Kerala through your sinews as you 
fl oat along the curves and corners 
of the lounge’s different segments 
or sit in a corner sipping a coffee 
or downing a more potent brew as 
you wait for the late evening fl ight. 

Oh! Yes, the country boats are very 
much there, not one but three! They 

are not in the water or some dusty 
corner, but as an installation in the 
air, hung in the middle of a brightly 
lit pool which itself is shaped like a 
boat. It’s a fusion of the traditional 
with the modern in architectural 
visualisation and reimagination. 

The colour-rich space in this 50,000-
sq.ft. aero lounge fl ows from one 
element to another, opening up 
vistas that are meant for different 
purposes--a few hours’ wait till the 
check-in announcement, a few 
hours’ nap before your fl ight is 
announced, a few minutes privacy 
and quiet before you leave your 
dear ones, or a hours-long full-
blown conference with your team 
before you rush back to Frisco 
for that crucial product-upgrade 

meeting.

Simply put, ‘0484’ can match itself 
with the best in its class anywhere 
in the world and credit for this 
should go to the team led by CIAL 
Managing Director S. Suhas IAS 
and his effi cient team of architects, 
designers, engineers and specialist 
workmen, who transformed what 
was just a bunch of drawings 
barely one year ago into a virtually 
unreal space. Inaugurated by Kerala 
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan on 
September 1, the aero launch will 
open its doors to its patrons on 
November 1, the ‘Kerala Piravi Day’.

CIAL currently serves over 1 crore 
passengers a year with about 
31,000 passenger footfall everyday. 
Given the explosive growth in 
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the aviation sector, this number 
is expected to shoot up by about 
16.6 per cent in the coming years. 
CIAL is anticipating its passenger 
traffic to balloon to 1.25 crore in 
the coming three years. The aero 
lounge is located in Terminal 2 
between Terminal 1 on the west, 
which caters to domestic travelers, 
and Terminal 3 on the eastern side, 
which hosts international travelers. 

In a sense, the aero lounge is a 
continuation of the goals that 
CIAL set for itself when it decided 
to lift passenger experience 
and conveniences. The CIAL 
management got into the act, 
setting up a world-class Business 
Jet Terminal, which was completed 
in quick time and commissioned 
in December 2022. The terminal, 
believe it or not, has already hosted 
over 2,000 business jet flights. 

If it was business that drove the 
Business Jet Terminal project, the 
idea of the aero lounge was born 
out of CIAL’s commitment to cater 
to the needs of ordinary travellers 
who are its main patrons. Let’s not 
forget, though it had some heavy 
weight investors, CIAL’s shareholder 
base is quite broad at 19,000. 

The Business Jet Terminal, meant 
for the HNIs and UHNIs, is luxury at 
a heavy price tag. The aero lounge, 
on the contrary, is accessible to 
the ordinary traveller and, what is 
more, people from the Kochi City 
as it is located on the city side of 
the airport outside the high security 
area. 

CIAL is also bringing in innovative 
price points for the benefit of the 
patrons, the main proposal being 
charging hourly occupancy rates for 
rooms. So, if you wish to take a rest 
for 5 hours before your flight is due, 
you can check into one of the 41 
guest rooms paying only the hourly 
rate. By current plans, people who 
come to see off or receive someone 
can also make use of the aero 
lounge.

At CIAL, we are committed 
to redefining the 

passenger experience. Our 
focus is on enhancing the 
comfort and convenience 
of travelers and ensuring a 
superior journey for every 
single one of them. As our 
airport evolves, so does the 
standard of services we offer. 

We are currently expanding 
the international terminal, 
adding more lounges, 
developing a vibrant food court and upgrading our restrooms to 
the highest standards. 

A key highlight of these developments is the launch of ‘0484’, 
India’s largest aero lounge, where we introduce the art of 
affordable luxury. This  lounge makes premium amenities 
accessible to all, offering an unparalleled experience outside the 
security hold area. 

It is strategically located adjacent to both the domestic and 
international terminals within the same building as the 
prestigious business jet terminal. We proudly unveil these new 
amenities and facilities ensuring that every traveler enjoys a 
seamless and enriching journey. 

0484 Aero Lounge will 
redefine passenger experience:
S. Suhas IAS, MD, CIAL

FEATURE
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in calls. The roof of the atrium has 
a blue lit-up canopy that gives a 
feeling of daylight fi ltering in. The 
walls, rich with soft-tone images 
of plants and trees indigenous to 
Kerala, adds to the air of peace and 
quiet to the atrium space. 

Shops that sell souvenirs, well-
appointed restrooms and coffee 
and snack counters round off the 
facilities in the atrium. But if you are 
not into work or into last-minute 
shopping, and would rather have 
a sundowner, just take a few steps 
and you are at the Guzzle Gallery, a 
bar that can seat up to 30 persons 
at a time. 

Draped in  burning red and with 
a counter that opens out into the 

atrium hall, Guzzle Gallery has both 
counter stools for the traveler in a 
rush and seats where one can relax 
and have a drink. Added to the bar 
is a smokers’ lounge. Step back 
from the Guzzle Gallery, and you 
enter Savoury, a spacious restaurant 
that can seat 100 persons at a time. 

Beyond the restaurants is a long 
corridor with the rooms on either 
side. Of the 41 rooms, 31 are single 
rooms, each covering 300 sq. ft. 
area, with wooden fl ooring and all 
the amenities and add-ons that are 
available in a star hotel. There are 
6 double rooms spread over 350 
sq. ft. each and 4 suite rooms each 
covering 500 sq. ft. and with moss 
walls. 

When the domestic terminal was 
inaugurated in 1999, it covered 1 
lakh sq. ft. In 2017, the domestic 
terminal was shifted to the 
international terminal, leaving the 
original terminal free. It is part of 
this space that has been utilised 
to set up the Business Jet Terminal 
and, now, the aero lounge. 

The thematic richness of the aero 
lounge begins from the boat-
shaped foyer with energising 
warm lighting and a cafe lounge 
that serves snacks and beverages. 
Move to the interior and you reach 
a 10,000-sq. ft. atrium space with 
a pool in the middle and seats for 
people who wish to sit and work 
even as they wait for their check-
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Move out of the rooms and you 
reach the gym and spa combo. And 
just beyond is the special lobby of 
the business end of the aero lounge 
which has a co-working space with 
plug-and-play facilities. The co-
working space can accommodate 
40 persons. And just beyond are 
2 seminar halls and three board 
rooms, with special dining and 
restroom facilities.

The larger seminar hall, Celestial, 
can accommodate as many as 100 
persons and the other, Harmony, 

Cochin International Airport 
is equipped to become air 

operators’ hub in South India. 
Airlines that wish to operate 
fl ights to small towns can now 
use the Cochin Airport, which 
is fully equipped to meet their 
requirements. More facilities can 
be added if and when the demand 
arises, Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan said while  inaugurating 
‘0484’, the aero lounge at the 
airport. 

The Chief Minister noted that 
CIAL handles more than a crore 
passengers a year. There are 
670 fl ights from CIAL to foreign 
destinations and 795 services to 

Kochi Airport ready to become 
airline hub in South India
Pinarayi Vijayan, Chief Minister.

domestic centres a week. All the 
cities in India are now connected 
by air from Kochi.

CIAL, he said, is constantly 
working to add more facilities 
for passengers. A Rs. 550-crore 
expansion of the international 
terminal is in progress and it is 
expected to be ready in three years. 
A commercial zone is also being 
developed close to the airport at a 
cost of Rs. 160 crore. 

CIAL management is particular that 
airport development should not be 
at the expense of the passengers 
as was being done by private 
operators airport operators. They 
have been imposing increased 

user and development fees, placing 
a heavy burden on the ordinary 
passengers. 

Since the government holds 
majority stake in CIAL, the airport 
management has been clear 
about not imposing  any additional 
burden on the commoner using the 
airport. CIAL has been charging the 
lowest user fee in the country. The 
government has been trying to keep 
CIAL profi table so that it benefi ts 
the common people, he added. 

The Chief Minister recalled that 
over the last three years he had 
inaugurated fi ve new facilities 
related to the airport. These 
include the Arippara hydro-electric 
project, Payyannur solar farm and 
the business jet terminal. CIAL 
authorities had also launched work 
on a 7 MW project. Three of these 
projects have been completed 
so far. CIAL has completed four 
projects in 10 months and the 
airport has set an example for other 
enterprises in the State, the Chief 
Minister said. 

The State government has also 
tapped into the expertise of CIAL. 
These include a project to revive the 
West Coast Canal.

Industries Minister and member 
of the CIAL Director Board P. 
Rajeeve presided over the inaugural 
function.

can accommodate 50 persons, 
and both have excellent acoustics 
and properties. Celestial is done-
up as a mini-theatre with a drop-
down screen and bright lighting. 
Two of the three board rooms can 
accommodate 18 persons and the 
third 10 persons. 

The board rooms, named Starlight, 
Aurora and Serenity, have different 
colour schemes, and facilities 
comparable to the best in the 
business. The conference and 
accommodation facilities together 

make the Cochin International 
Airport the only airport in India 
that boasts of such facilities 
within the airport building.

CIAL Managing Director S. 
Suhas IAS says, “The 0484 aero 
lounge is a signifi cant milestone 
in our commitment to elevating 
passenger services.” Clearly, 
CIAL is setting new benchmarks 
in airport luxury, convenience, 
safety and hygiene--all at an 
affordable price.

FEATURE
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THE WAY WE TRAVEL

A survey of travelers 
reveals disparate desires, 
generational divides, and 

a newly emerging set of traveler 
archetypes. What sorts of journeys 
do today’s travelers dream about? 
Where would they like to go? What 
do they hope to do when they get 
there? How much are they willing 
to spend on it all? And what should 
industry stakeholders do to adapt 
to the traveler psychology of the 
moment?

To gauge what’s on the minds of 
current-day travelers, McKinsey 
surveyed more than 5,000 of them 
in February and March of this 

For the younger generation, travel has become top priority. What travellers want 
depends on where they are from. Baby boomers are willing to spend if they see 
value... (McKinsey report on The State of Tourism and Hospitality 2024)

year. The universe of respondents 
included travelers from fi ve 
major,representative source 
markets: China, Germany, the 
United Arab Emirates, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States. 
All respondents took at least one 
leisure trip in the past two years. 

They were asked more than 50 
questions about their motivations, 
behavior, and expectations. Results 
from this survey, supplemented 
with fi ndings from focus groups 
and other additional research, 
suggest six vital trends that are 
shaping traveler sentiment now.

Jose Philip
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Travel has become a top priority, 
especially for younger generations

Sixty-six percent of the travelers 
surveyed say they’re more 
interested in travel now than 
they were before the COVID-19 
pandemic. This pattern holds 
across all surveyed age groups and 
nationalities. Respondents also 
indicate that they’re planning more 
trips in 2024 than they did in 2023.

Travel isn’t merely an interest 
these days. It’s become a priority—
even amid uncertain economic 
conditions that can make 
budgeting a challenge. Travel 
continues to be one of the fastest 
growing consumer spending areas, 
rising 6 percent over a recent 
12-month period in the United 
States, even when adjusted for 
inflation. Only 15 percent of our 
survey respondents say they’re 
trying to save money by reducing 
the number of trips they go on. 

33 percent of consumers said 
they planned to splurge on travel, 
ranking it the third-most-popular 
splurge category—trailing only 
eating at home and eating out at 
restaurants.

Younger generations appear to 
propel much of the rising interest 
in travel. 

In 2023, millennials and Gen 
Zers took, on average, nearly five 
trips, versus less than four for Gen 
Xersand baby boomers. Millennials 
and Gen Zers also say they devote, 
on average, 29 percent of their 
incomes to travel, compared with 
26 percent for Gen Zers and 25 
percent for baby boomers. 

Younger travelers are the most 
keen to venture abroad

Younger travelers are particularly 
excited about international 
travel. Gen Zers and millennials 
whoresponded to our survey are 
planning a nearly equal number of 
international and domestic tripsin 
2024, no matter their country of 
origin, whereas older generations 
are planning to take roughly twice 
as many domestic trips.

Younger travelers’ thirst for novelty 
might be motivating their urge to 
cross borders. Gen Zerssay their 
number-one consideration when 
selecting a destination is their 
desire to experience someplace 
new. For Gen Xers, visiting a new 

place comes in at number eight, 
behind factors such as cost, ease 
of getting around, and quality of 
accommodation.

There might be a mindset shift 
under way, with international 
travel feeling more within reach for 
younger travelers—in terms of both 
cost and convenience. Younger 
travelers have become adept at 
spotting international destinations 
that feature more affordable prices 
or comparatively weak currencies. 
Low-cost airlines have proliferated, 
carrying 35 percent of the world’s 
booked seats over a recent 
12-month period.

Translation software is lowering 
language barriers,mobile 
connectivity overseas is becoming 
cheaper and more hassle free, and 
recent visa initiatives in various 
regions have made passport-related 
obstacles easier to overcome.

It remains to be seen whether 
this mindset shift will endure as 
younger generations get older. But 
early evidence from millennials 
suggests that they’ve retained 
their interest in international travel 
even as they’ve begun to age and 
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form families. It could be that this 
is a lasting attitude adjustment, 
infl uenced as much by the 
changing dynamics of travel as it is 
by youth. 

Baby boomers are willing to spend 
if they see value

Baby boomers are selective about 
their travel choices and travel 
spending. Enjoying time with 
family and friends is their number-
one motivation for taking a trip. 
Experiencing a new destination 
is less important to them—by as 
much as 15 percentage points—
than to any other demographic. 

While this generation typically 
has more accumulated savings 
than other generations, they 
remain thoughtful about how 
they choose to spend. Their top 
two cited reasons for not traveling 
more are “travel is becoming too 
expensive” and “not having enough 
money to travel.” They make up the 
demographic most willing to visit a 
destination out of season, with 62 
percent saying they’re open to off-
peak travel to bring costs down.

Baby boomers might be willing to 
spend strategically, in ways that 
make travel more convenient and 
less burdensome. For example, 

whereas 37 percent of Gen Zers 
are willing to take a cheaper fl ight 
to lower their travel costs—even if it 
means fl ying at inconvenient times 
or with a stopover—only 22 percent 
of baby boomers say they’ll do the 
same. But these older travelers 
don’t splurge indiscriminately: only 
7 percent describe their attitude 
toward spending as “I go out all the 
way when I travel.” They’re much 
more willing to forgo experiences to 
save money, identifying this as the 
fi rst area where they cut spending. 

Gen Zers, on the other hand, will 
cut all other expense categories 
before they trim experiences.
Whatever baby boomers’ stated 
feelings and preferences, they 
still account for a substantial 
share of travel spending. And they 
still spend more than younger 
generations—three times more per 
traveler than Gen Zers in 2023, for 
example.

The adventure starts before the trip 
begins

Travelers are delighting in crafting 
their own trips. Only 17 percent 
of survey respondents say they 
used a travel agent to book a trip 
in the past year. When asked why, 
respondents’ top-cited reason is 

that they want full control over 
their itineraries. Their second-most-
cited reason? They simply enjoy the 
planning process. In fact, studies 
have shown that the anticipation of 
a journey can lead to higher levels 
of happiness than the journey itself.

When seeking inspiration during 
the planning process, respondents 
are most likely to turn to friends 
and family—either directly or on 
social media. Advice from other 
travelers is also sought after. Fewer 
and fewer travelers rely on travel 
guidebooks for inspiration.Today’s 
travelers tend to view the planning 
process, in part, as a treasure 
hunt. Seventy-seven percent of 
respondents describe the research 
phase as an effort to ensure that 
they’re fi nding  good deals or saving 
money. And all demographics 
describe “value for money” as 
the most important factor when 
choosing a booking channel.

Unexpected traveler archetypes are 
emerging

When the survey results were 
analysed, seven clusters of travelers 
could be identifi ed, who express 
shared attitudes and motivations 
toward travel. While the distribution 
of these archetypes varies across 
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source markets, respondents within 
each archetype exhibit strong 
similarities:

• Sun and beach travelers (23 
percent of respondents). These 
vacationers travel rarely and spend 
frugally, preferring sun and beach 
destinations that are easy to get 
to. They like to relax and visit with 
family. They’re relatively more 
likely to place significant value 
on nonstop flights (72 percent, 
versus 54 percent overall) and 
less interested in authentic and 
immersive experiences (only 13 
percent say these are main reasons 
why they travel).

• Culture and authenticity seekers 
(18 percent). These are active and 
high-budget travelers who typically 
spend more than $150 per day on 
holiday, love to sightsee, are willing 
to spend on experiences, and don’t 
want to settle for typical bucket-
list destinations. Only 6 percent 
prioritize familiarity when choosing 
where to go—the lowest percentage 
of any traveler segment. This 
segment is also least likely (at 17 
percent) to say they would shorten 
a holiday to save money.

• Strategic spenders (14 
percent). These travelers are 
open to selectively splurging 
on authentic,carefully curated 
experiences. But they keep a 
watchful eye on total spending. 
They’re willing to sacrifice some 
conveniences, such as nonstop 
flights, in the interest of cost 
savings.

• Trend-conscious jet-setters (14 
percent). Travelers in this high-
budget group (they spend more 
than $150 per day when traveling) 
turn first to friends and family 
(79 percent) andthen to social 
media (62 percent) when scouting 
destinations. Seventy-six percent 
say the popularity of a destination is 
an important factor, compared with 
63 percent overall. And 75 percent 
say they focus on hotel brands 
when selecting accommodations.   

• Cost-conscious travelers (11 
percent). This travel segment is 
made up of predominantly older 
travelers who travel rarely and 
frequently return to the same 
destinations and activities.They’re 
relatively more likely to care about 
the familiarity of a destination (54 
percent, versus 35 percent overall) 
and the cost of the trip (76 percent, 
versus 65 percent overall).

• Premium travelers (12 percent). 
This segment expects high-quality 
trappings when they travel, and 
only 20 percent say that cost is an 
important factor. These frequent 
travelers are especially selective 
about accommodation—they, 
on average, are more likely than 
travelers overall to care about 
brand, prestige, exclusivity, design, 
decor, amenities, and sustainability.
Similarly to trend-conscious jet-
setters, this traveler segment is, on 
average, more likely than travelers 
overall (at 27 percent, versus 18 
percent) to be swayed by celebrities 
and influencers when choosing 
travel destinations.

• Adventure seekers (8 percent). 
This younger segment enjoys active 
holidays that present opportunities 
to encounter like-minded travelers. 
Nineteen percent say they’re 
motivated by adventure and 
physical activities, and 15 percent 
say meeting new people is a major 
reason why they travel. They aren’t 
after large-group events; instead, 
they prefer small-group adventures. 
This segment prizes remoteness, 
privacy, and sustainability.

What travelers want depends on 
where they’re from. 

When asked what trips survey 
respondents are planning next, 69 
percent of Chineserespondents 
say they plan to visit a famous 
site—a marked difference from 
the 20 percent of North American 
and European travelers who 
say the same. Chinese travelers 
are particularly motivated by 
sightseeing: 50 percent cite visiting 

attractions as their main reason 
for traveling, versus an average of 
33 percent for those from other 
countries.

Emirati travelers, like their 
Chinese counterparts, favor iconic 
destinations, with 43 percent saying 
they plan to visit a famous site. They 
also have a penchant for shopping 
and outdoor activities. Fifty-six 
percent of respondents from the 
United Arab Emirates describe 
the range of available shopping 
options as an important factor 
when selecting a destination—a 
far higher proportion than the 
35 percent of other respondents. 
And respondents from the United 
Arab Emirates report going on a 
greater number of active vacations 
(involving, for instance, hiking or 
biking) than any other nationality.

Travelers from Europe and North 
America are especially keen 
to escape their daily routines. 
Respondents from Germany (45 
percent), the United States (40 
percent), and the United Kingdom 
(38 percent) place importance 
on “getting away from it all.” Only 
17 percent of respondents from 
China and the Middle East feel 
the same way. European travelers 
are particularly fond of beach 
getaways: respondents from the 
United Kingdom and Germany cite 
“soaking in the sun” at twice the 
rate of American respondents as a 
main reason they travel. 
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The
‘Dracula’
Church

Idukki’s
Gothic
Enigma

Lucifer, the Malayalam 
movie that stole 
moviegoers’ hearts thanks 
to stellar performances 
by Mohanlal and Manju 
Warrier, has turned the 
fortunes of the St. Andrews 
Church in Idukki.

Giji K. Raman
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There is something strange 
about this place. It is too 
bright and shining, almost 

like the done-up set of a movie. 
A sense of déjà vu hits you as you 
stand gazing at the sparkling white 
structure standing against the blue 
expanse. But you also remember 
that this church wasn’t so bright 
and sunlit when you came here the 
last time…

You are standing before the St. 
Andrews Church, a one-time Gothic 
masterpiece in this part of the 

world, located amidst sprawling 
tea plantations and lush greenery 
at Laundry Second Division in 
Upputhara Panchayat in the heart 
of Idukki. No, you didn’t come 
here, though you have seen this 
church before! The church you 
recall was an image from another 
time, crumbling away as the harsh 
wind of the mountains, moist at 
night and hot during daytime, 
blew forcefully over the barren 
landscape. 

As you saw it, the church was 
nothing but its bare-bones. It 
had but a few rafters left for roof, 
whatever remained of the structure 
was moth-eaten and the window 
panes had fallen to prey to the 
elements or had been spirited away 
by vandals. Accentuating the sense 
of barrenness was the leafless tree 
standing next to the church, its 
branches reaching out to the sky in 
some sullen prayer…
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Where was that? In a movie! Let 
me warn you, if you haven’t seen 
the movie, this church would mean 
nothing to you. It would be just 
another of those freshly minted 
church buildings that you come 
across as you travel through the 
former Travancore area of south-
central Kerala or, perhaps, most 
other parts of Kerala. Your sense of 
déjà vu, the feeling that you had 
been here before, owes its origin 
to Malayalam blockbuster titled 
Malayalam blockbuster Lucifer 
(2019). Yes, the very same fi lm in 
which Mohanlal and Manju Warrier 
took you through the gamut 
of human emotions with their 
unbelievable histrionic talent.

Makers of 
the fi lm 

zeroed in 
on the St. Andrews 

Church because 
it was a perfect fi t 
for the mood that 
the scenes shot 
there sought to 

evoke. 
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life. The broken crucifix, crumbling 
roof and the overgrown cemetery 
situated in what seems like some 
nowhere land immediately pins 
you down with their withered 
remoteness. The scene opens with a 
medium close shot of the altar and 
the broken crucifix. What follows is 
intense human drama. Standin by 
his mother’s gravestone, Stephen 
reveals his life story to Priyadarshini 
and, from that moment, their 
destinies coalesce.

Standing before the Church, you 
would begin to wonder about the 
transformation that the Church 
has undergone. Actually, what you 
see today is the third version of the 
Church structure of the near-past—
the first was the withered structure, 
then the structure partially 
reconstructed for the film and the 
third the renovated and refurbished 
structure that you now gaze at. 

Makers of the film zeroed in on 
the St. Andrews Church because 
it was a perfect fit for the mood 
that the scenes shot there sought 
to evoke. A battered and shattered 
Priyadarshani is there to meet 
Stephen, whom she had vowed 
not to meet come what may. But 
now she had no other option. Her 
second husband Bobby (Vivek 
Oberoi) had revealed himself to 
be an incarnation of evil, brute of 
a stepfather and arms and drugs 
dealer. 

It comes into view towards the 
middle of the movie, a crucial point 
in the storyline, when Priyadarshini 
Ramdas (Manju Warrier) comes 
to meet Stephen Nedumpalli 
(Mohanlal) in the courtyard of the 
church that rises above the blue-
green expanse of tea plantations, 
remote and unwelcoming, very 
much like Stephen’s mysterious 

No wonder scores like you stand 
in awe, despite this being modest 
structure by Gothic standards. 

The church now looks totally new. 
The structure has been rebuilt and 
the roof re-laid and the windows 
are back in their place. Here is the 
strangest part of the story. Since 
its fortunes turned for the better 
after the movie Lucifer took it to the 
limelight, the St. Andrews Church 
is now known by the intriguing 
moniker, the ‘Dracula’ Church, the 
result of an interesting interchange 
of the titles ‘Lucifer’ and ‘Dracula’ by 
the local populace.  

A testament to British colonial 
architecture, it is one of the three 
surviving Gothic churches built in 
this region. The inscription on the 
Church wall says it was  established 
on February 15, 1952, by an 
Englishman named J.M. Wilkie, this 
church began as a union ground 
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for followers of CSI, Orthodox, Mar 
Thoma, and Jacobite churches to 
converge in worship.

However, the tides of time led each 
congregation to erect their separate 
sanctuaries, leaving the St. Andrews 
shrine abandoned. A poignant tale 
of ecclesiastical evolution unfolded 
as the faithful converged at their 
different sanctuaries of faith. The 
St. Andrews Church was relegated 
to near-oblivion. However, the 
fortunes of the church turned 
when it became a backdrop for the 
Malayalam movie Lucifer. 

In a cinematic twist, the producers 
promised locals a revival, and 
true to their word, the church 
underwent a metamorphosis. In 
the fi lm, the broken crucifi x, the 
shattered roof, and the untamed 
cemetery within the tea garden’s 
embrace became captivating 
elements, embellishing the 
performances of Mohanlal and 
Manju Warrier. With a cinematic 
spell cast, the Dracula Church 
emerged from the shadows, 
transforming into a captivating 
tourist destination.

For anyone venturing into the 
historical roots of Christianity in 
Kerala, the tale unfurls with the 
arrival of St. Thomas, one of the 
twelve apostles of Jesus Christ, in 
AD 52. The Church of South India 
(CSI), a Protestant denomination, 
took shape in 1947 through the 
amalgamation of the Anglican 
Church, the Methodist Church, 

the Presbyterian Church, and the 
Congregational Church. Across 
Kerala, the CSI established its 
presence with numerous churches, 
and the St. Andrews CSI Church 
stands as a poignant symbol of this 
religious tapestry.

Nestled within the embrace of a 
tea plantation, the church now 
beckons visitors, particularly 
those exploring the enchanting 
landscapes of Vagamon and 
Thekkady. The post-cinematic 
revival has breathed new life into 
not just the church structure, but 
also its appeal to the masses. A rare 
gem amidst the verdant landscape 
of Kerala, the Gothic-style structure 
promises a unique experience for 
enthusiasts. 

Sunitha Sreenivasan, a writer 
who lived in a bungalow near 
the church, reminisces about 
the fl ourishing life in the tea 
plantations at that time, where 
people merrily converged at the St. 
Andrews Church on weekends. Her 
nostalgic memories add a personal 
touch to the rich tapestry of the 
church’s history.

Guided tours, winding through 
the church and the surrounding 
tea plantations, offer visitors a 
chance to delve into the annals of 
the church’s history and its role in 
the Christian narrative of Kerala. A 
museum or an exhibition centre 

nearby could further enrich this 
experience, shedding light on the 
broader canvas of Christianity in 
Kerala and the pivotal role played 
by the CSI.

As the pages of history turn, 
the Dracula Church stands as a 
sentinel, not just witnessing the 
evolution of faith but also the 
transformation of a region marked 
by British colonialism. The St. 
George CSI Church at Pallikunnu, 
a sibling in history, echoes tales of 
British architectural fi nesse. Built 
in 1869, it graces the hills near 
Kuttikkanam, a testament to the 
enduring beauty of Gothic-style 
structures. Here, Saint George is 
the revered patron, and the church 
stands as a stone-clad testament to 
architectural grace reminiscent of 
Scotland or the UK.

The CSI’s impact extends beyond 
the spiritual realm. In the heart 
of plantation life, where British 
colonialism cast its shadow, 
the CSI played a crucial role in 
uplifting the lives of the workers. 
The harsh conditions in the 19th-
century tea plantations were a 
crucible of exploitation and abuse. 
In response, CSI priests worked 
tirelessly, fostering organization 
among the workers to demand 
better conditions and fair wages. 
Schools and hospitals, set up by the 
CSI, became beacons of education 
and healthcare for the plantation 
workers and their families, adding 
a humanitarian chapter to the 
church’s narrative.

The poignant journey of the St. 
Andrews CSI Church is not just a 
story of faith but a narrative that 
intertwines with the social fabric of 
its surroundings. As tourists tread 
the cobbled paths of this Gothic 
sanctuary, they tread upon layers 
of history, where echoes of British 
colonialism, cinematic narratives, 
and the altruistic endeavours of the 
CSI converge. In the heart of Idukki, 
where tea plantations whisper 
tales of the past, the ‘Dracula 
Church’ stands not just as a tourist 
attraction but as a living testament 
to the resilience of faith and the 
transformative power of restoration.
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76 countries have registered for the 
event which is organized by Kerala 
Travel Mart Society with the support 
of Kerala Tourism. KTM-2024 will 
be held at the Sagara-Samudrika 
Convention Centre in Willingdon 
Island. The event’s inaugural 
ceremony will be followed by three 
days of business sessions. The four-
day event will conclude with an 
Expo, whichever will be open for 
the public.

KERALA TRAVEL
MART 2024
WITH CLOSE TO 3,000 BUYERS AND 
ABOUT 350 STALLS, THE FOUR-
DAY KTM2024, TAKING PLACE IN 
KOCHI FROM SEPTEMBER 26 TO 29, 
PROMISES TO BE A MAJOR EVENT IN 
THIS YEAR’S TOURISM CALENDAR.

The 12th edition of Kerala 
Travel Mart (KTM-2024), 
scheduled to be held in Kochi 

from September 26 to 29, is  all set 
to surpass past records in industry 
participation with domestic and 
international players in the tourism 
sector evincing overwhelming 
interest in the annual event.

Close to 2,100 domestic buyers and 
over 800 international buyers from 
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KTM 2024 DELEGATES TO TOUR WAYANAD

Of the 808 foreign buyers from76 
countries, 67 are from the UK, 60 
from Gulf countries and 55 from 
the US. While the buyers from 
Russia total 34, those from the rest 
of Europe number 245. 

There will be 41 buyers from Africa, 
with the rest coming from East 
Asia. From the domestic circuit, 
buyers from Maharashtra top the 
list with as many as 578 buyers 
registering for the evening. Delhi 
with 340 registrations and Gujarat 
with 263 registrations are close 
behind. 

The event would feature 344 
stalls under eight categories. 
The event is being organised in 
strict compliance with the green 
protocol and all B2B meets would 
have digital support. 

The run-up to KTM-2024 will see 
a pre-mart tour from September 
22 to 26 involving media persons, 
vloggers and infl uencers. There will 
also be a fi ve-day post-mart tour 

Kalpetta: Major players in the 
tourism industry in the country 
and buyers from abroad 
attending the Kerala Travel 
Mart 2024 are likely to take a 
tour of Wayanad once the event 

across Kerala from September 30 
for select buyers at the KTM-2024. 

The 12th KTM will have a special 
focus on Kerala as a wedding 
destination and the State’s track 
record in promoting Responsible 
Tourism. 

Cruise tourism is another area 
where the 12th edition of KTM will 
seek to focus attention. The 11th 
KTM in 2022 had facilitated more 
than 55,000 business interactions 
in three days. The number of buyers 
stood at 1,134 (234 of them from 
abroad), while seller stalls totalled 
302. 

Tourism Minister P.A. Mohammed 
Riyas has described KTM as a 
strong model of government-
industry partnership, contributing 
signifi cantly to Kerala tourism’s 
growth. “KTM has over the years 
contributed signifi cantly to market 
Kerala’s vast tourism potential 
in other States and in foreign 
countries,” the Minister said.

He said the State Tourism 
Department also wished to use 
the opportunity to revive tourism 
in Wayanad, which was devastated 
by a massive landslide. Though 
the calamity had affected only a 
particular area, its effect on tourist 
infl ow was disproportionately high. 
A social media campaign with 
the catch phrase “Ente Keralam 
Ennum Sundaram” (My Kerala is ever 
beautiful) is part of this campaign, 
he said.

The Minister, who addressed a news 
conference to announce details of 
the event, also launched the mobile 
app for KTM 2024. The App can 
be downloaded from Google Play 
Store for Android users as well as 
from Appstore for iOS users. Tourism 
Secretary K Biju IAS, Tourism Director 
Sikha Surendran IAS, KTM Society 
President Jose Pradeep, KTM Society 
Secretary Swaminathan S, and KTM 
Society past presidents E M Najeeb 
and Baby Mathew Somatheeram 
were present.

concludes on September 29.

Only one particular area of 
Wayanad was affected by 
the massive landslide on July 
30. However, the event had a 
disproportionate impact on the 

tourism sector in the district. The 
State Tourism Department and 
the Kerala Travel Mart Society are 
partnering with the local industry 
players to help the district bounce 
back in tourism.

According to media reports, as 
many as 120 delegates to the 
KTM, including 55 foreign and 65 
Indian nationals, have expressed 
interest in visiting Wayanad after 
the mega tourism marketing event. 
It is hoped that a visit by members 
of the tourism trade, travel writers, 
bloggers, vloggers and You tubers 
would help present the true picture 
of tourism prospects in Wayanad.

The Wayanad Tourism Organisation, 
a collective of tourism industry 
representatives in the district, have 
come together to showcase the 
charm of Wayanad at KTM 2024. 
Around 20 short videos on different 
aspects of Wayanad’s natural charm 
would be shown at the KTM.

EVENT
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Hcp at\mlc kz]v\w ]cs¶m
gpIn¡nS¡p¶Xv k¦Â¸n¡q. 
kwibn¡ @ \n§Ä IpSInÂ 

({]mtZinI coXnbnÂ ]dªmÂ 
sImSInÂ) F¯n¡gnªp. kabs¨
cphpIfnsehnsStbm IpSp§n \nÂ¡p
¶Xv t]msesbmcnSw. t\ms¡¯m 
Zqct¯mfw \oeaeIÄ. Ahbv¡v ame
NmÀ¯n Dbc§fnÂ \n¶v \niambn 
Xmtgs¡mgpIp¶ AcphnIÄ. sNdp
shÅ¨m«§Ä, Ncn{Xapd§p¶ t£{X
§fpw _p²hnlmc§fpw tIm«Ifpw...

n mkp

]naL«ae\ncIfnse Gähpw 
kpµcamb Hcp {]tZiamWv IpSIv 
F¶ IqÀKv. IpSInÂ t]mbmÂ B 
bm{X \n§Ä PohnX¯nÂ ad¡nÃ. 
IpSIv \n§Ä Dt]£n¡nÃ \n§sf 
IpSIpw. B aeIfpw aªpw h\`q
anbpw F¶pw \n§sf  amSnhnfn¨p 
sImt @bncn¡pw. Hcn¡epw Bscbpw 
Dt]£n¡m¯ kzÀXpeyamb HcnSam
Wv IpSIv. F{X F{X IhnXIfnÂ 
IpSIns\ F§ns\sbms¡ IhnIÄ 
hÀWn¨n«p@ v!

   
 
   
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ae\ncIÄ, ImSpIÄ, IpcpapfIvþIm¸n 
tXm«§Ä, h\tZhXamsc t]mse kp
µcnIfmb kv{XoIÄ... IpSIv \mc§
bpsS `wKn I@n«ntÃ, AXpt]msebm
Wv IpSInse kv{XoIfpsS IhnfpIÄ. 
A{Xbv¡pw kpµcnIfmb kv{XoIÄ 
IpSInsâ {]tXyIXbmWv. ]@v ad¡m
dbnÂ sNbvX {]kwK¯nÂ C´ybpsS 
BZy {][m\a{´n PhlÀemÂ s\lvdp
IpSIv kv{XoIfpsS kuµcys¯ hmgv
¯nbn«p@v. IqÀKn ]pcpj·mcmIs«
]pcpjkuµcy¯n³sd aqÀ¯naZv`m
h§fpw. IqÀKn ]pcpj·mcpsS [ocX
bpw kv{XoIfpsS kuµcyhpw Htct]m
se hiyhpw lrZyhpamWv. 'sImSh' 
kwk-vImc n̄³sd {]Xn\n[nIfmb ]pcp
j·mcpw kv{XoIfpw BXnYyacymZIÄ
¡v t]cptI«hcpamWv. AhcpsS DSp¸n
epw \S¸nepw `£W¯nepsaÃmw Cu 
khntij kmwkv--ImcnIaqey§Ä Xnf
§n \nÂ¡p¶Xv IpSIv kµÀin¡p¶
GsXmcmfpsSbpw a\kv \ndbv¡pw.

"Ip]y' F¶ tImfdnÃm¯, Ipdnb ssI
IfpÅ, ap«n\v Xmsg hsc F¯p¶ 
tIm«mWv  Hu]NmcnI Ahkc§fnÂ 
sImSh ]pcpj·mÀ (IqÀKv ]pcpj
·mÀ) [cn¡p¶Xv. CXv km[mcWbm
bn Idp¯ tIm«¬ AsÃ¦nÂ I¼nfn 
sIm@mWv \nÀ½n¨ncn¡pI. 'tNe' 
F¶v  hnfn¡p¶ Nph¶ kzÀ®
þFwt{_mbvUdn sNbvX knÂ¡v ]« 
D]tbmKn¨v CXv AcbnÂ Dd¸n¡p¶p.
shfp¯ \ndapÅ "Ip]y' BNmc]cam
bn Idp¸nt\¡mÄ t{ijvTambmWv 
IcpXs¸Sp¶Xv. am\yØm\¯pÅ 
Hcp ]pcpj³ am{Xta shfp¯ "Ip]y' 
[cn¡q. hnhml¨S§nÂ hc³ Ft¸m
gpw Hcp shÅ "Ip]y'bpw Hcp tNebpw
t{_mt¡Uv sNbvX shÅ Xe¸mhpw
[cn¡p¶p. Idp¸nÂ \n¶v hyXykvXam
bn shfp¯ "Ip]y' apgpss¡bm\mWv. 
]gb Ime§fnÂ ImÂap«n\v apIfnÂ 
F¯p¶ Hcp sNdnb Ip]ybpw Xe
bnÂ sNdnsbmcp Xqhmebpambncp¶p 

]pcpj·mcpsS km[mcWthjw. 
Hcp sImSh ]pcpj³ acn¡pt¼mÄ 
arXtZls¯ shfp¯ "Ip]y' hkv{Xw
ap¶nÂ \n¶v ]pdtImt«m AsÃ¦nÂ 
KuWnsâ CS¯äw heXv Aät¯¡m
tbm AWnbn¨v, shfp¯ t{_mt¡Uv 
Xe¸mhpw kzÀ®w sIm@pÅ Nph¶ 
tNebpw [cn¸n¨mWv InS¯nbncp¶Xv. 
s\änbnÂ Hcp kzÀW\mWbhpw 
hbv¡pw. 

sImSh kv{XoIfpsS hkv{X[mcWw 
AXpeyamb t{U¸nwKv ssien sIm@v 
temIsa§pw {]kn²amWv. kmcn ]n
¶nÂ Ip¯n, ']Ãp' asämcp coXnbnÂ 
XncpIpIbpw AXv tXmfnÂ ]n³ sN¿p
Ibpw _m¡nbpÅh ]n¶nte¡v 
hogm³ A\phZn¡pIbpw sN¿p¶p. 
^pÄ Éohv »ukmWv kmcns¡m¸w 
[cn¡p¶Xv. kmcntbmsSm¸w IqÀKnse
kv{XoIÄ XebnÂ 'hkv{X' F¶dnb 
s¸Sp¶ kmcntbmSv  \ndkmayapÅ 

FEATURE
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Hcp sNdnb intcmhkv{Xhpw hkv{X[m
cW¯n\v amäpIq«p¶Xn\mbn kzÀ® 
ap¯pameIfpw AWnbp¶p. Imew amdn
sb¦nepw IpSIcpsS hkv{X[mcW 
coXnbnsebpw `£W {Ia¯nsebpw 
PohnXssienbnsebpw ASnØm\ Aw
i§Ä C¶pw iàambn \ne\nÂ¡p
¶p@ v. I¨hS kaql§Ä, BZnhmkn
IÄ, aeIfnepw tXm«§fnepw tPmen 
sN¿p¶hÀ XpS§n C¶v IpSInÂ th
j¯nepw PohnXssienbnepw Gsd 
hyXykvXXIÄ ]peÀ¯p¶hÀ D@ v. 
]s£, IpSInsâ ]c¼cmKX hkv{X
[mcWhpw PohnXssienbpw Xs¶bm
Wv Cu \mSnsâ apJap{Z.

Akmam\y th«¡mcmbmWv Hcp Ime
¯v IpSIÀ Adnbs¸«ncp¶Xv. aänS§
fnÂ \mtem At©m t]À¡v am{Xw 
tXm¡v ssek³kv D@ mbncp¶ Ime
¯v IpSInÂ 300Hmfw t]À tXm¡v 
D]tbmKn¨ncp¶p. Znhkhpw ImSpw 
aebpw Ibdn shSn DXnÀ¯ncp¶p. 
Im«pt]m¯v, Im«p]¶n, tIg, Iqc³
]eXpw shSn sIm @v ]pfªp hoWp. 

IpSIv ]¶n Cd¨n F¡mehpw {]kn²w.
C¶mIs« IpSIv _o^v Idn k©mcn
IfpsS \mhpIfnÂ cpNnbpsS then
tbäw Xs¶ krãn¡p¶p. aebmfnI
Ä¡p _o^nãw, IqSIpImÀ¡v aebm
fnIsf AXneptasd Cãw.

]naL«¯nse IqÀKv ae\ncIfnÂ 
4,100 NXpc{iIntemaoäÀ hnkvXrXnbn
embn«mWv IpSIv PnÃ ØnXn sN¿p¶
Xv. IpSIv {]tZiw `cn¨ncp¶Xv lmsecn 
cmPm¡·mcmbncp¶p (1600-1834). 
sImSIv PnÃbpsS BØm\w aSnt¡cn 
BWv. kap{Z\nc¸nÂ\n¶pw 1525 aoäÀ 
Dbc¯nepÅ Cu {]tZi§Ä sshhn
[yamÀ¶ P´pkkyPme§fmÂ 
k¼¶amWv. ImkÀtImSvþhb\mSvþ
I®qÀ AXnÀ¯n ]¦nSp¶ IÀWmSI
bnse at\mlcamb PnÃ BWv IpSIv. 
ae©cnhpIÄ, aªphogp¶ cm{XnIÄ, 
Im¸nt¯m«§fpsS kpKÔw...  
shdpsXbÃ IpSIn\v "C´ybpsS 
kvtIm«ve³Uv ' F¶ hnfnt¸cv hoWXv.
I®qcnÂ \n¶pw c@ p aWn¡qÀ 
sIm@ v I®qÀ, a«¶qÀ, Ccn«n, hncmPv 

t]« hgn IpSIv F¯mw. Xmactcn 
Npcw Ibdn hb\mSv þ am\´hmSn 
þIp« hgnbpw IpSInse¯mw. ssakqcn
Â \n¶msW¦nÂ 100 IntemaoäÀ Zqcw.
hocmPv t]«, tkmahmÀ t]«, aSnt¡cn 
F¶o aq¶v Xmeq¡pIÄ tNÀ¶mÂ 
IpSIv PnÃbmbn. 

AXnat\mlc {]tZi§fneqsS k©
cn¡mw. FÃmw ad¡mw, {]IrXnbpsS 
km´z\a\p`hn¡mw... IpSIpw Sn_äp
ambpÅ AKm[amb _Ô¯nsâ 
`mKamb kphÀ®t£{Xw ImWmw {]
kn²amb cmPm koänsâ `wKn Bkz
Zn¡mw. HtÎm_À apXÂ G{]nÂ hsc 
Gsd kpJIcamb ImemhØbmWn
hnsS. Pq¬þPqsseþHmKÌv amk§fn
se a¬kq¬ Ime¯pw IpSIv AXo
h kpµcn Xs¶. IpSInsâ `cWkncm
tI{µw  aSnt¡cn BWv. F¶mÂ aSn
t¡cnbnÂ F¶Ã IpimÂ \KÀ XpS
§n FhnsS Xmakn¨mepw IpSInsâ 
`wKnbpw ae Cd§n hcp¶ aªeIÄ 
\n§sf h¶v aqSpw.
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I®qcnÂ \n¶v {ioIWvTm]pcw hgn ]m
Sm³Ihebnse¯n¡gnªmÂ ]ns¶ 
Imªncs¡mÃn Bbn. Imªncs¡m
ÃnbnÂ \n¶v XpS§p¶p IpSIns\ ]än
bpÅ AkwJyw sFXnly§Ä. 

a\pjy³ aeIbdn ssZhambn aebnd
§nsb¶mWv Hcp sFXnlyw. AXpsIm
@pXs¶ IpSInsâ hgnIÄ ssZh¯n
sâ hgnIfmWv. am§m«vImc\mb
aµ¸³ AÑt\mSv hg¡n«v aeIbdn 
A½mhsâ ho«nÂ F¯nbt{X. DSp¼
]pgbnÂ ssIbpw Imepw apJhpw Igp
Inb aµ¸³ DSp¼bne½bv¡v tX§
Fdnªv apt¶m«pt]mb ØeamWs{X 
IpSIv... AÑ\v aµ¸sâ coXnIÄ Cã
aÃmXmbt¸mÄ aµ¸³ A½tbmSv C\n 
AÑ\v tNmdv sImSp¡cpXv F¶v ]d
ªp. F¶mÂ A½ tNmdp sImSp¯p. 
IpacÑ³ tZjyt¯msS aµ¸sâ hnÃv 
s]mfns¨dnªp. A§ns\bmWv aµ¸
³ hoSphn«nd§n IpSInÂ F¯n ]Wn

sbSp¯v hnfshSp¯Xv F¶v hniZ `m
jyw. aµ¸sâ hfÀ¨bnÂ AhnSps¯ 
\m«pImÀ¡v Akqbbmsb¶pw AhÀ 
AhnsS h¨pXs¶ aµ¸s\ e£yan«p
sh¶pw IY. CXn\nSbnÂ  aµ¸³ 
sN½c¯nbpambn {]Wb¯nembn. 
aµ¸\pambn i{XpXbnÂ BbhÀ 
Hcn¡Â aµ¸³ tNmdp®p¶ t\c¯m
Wv t]mÀhnfnbpambn F¯nbXv. ]S
hnfn tI«mÂ ]ns¶ tNmdv D®p¶Xv 
BWp§Ä¡v tNÀ¶XÃ F¶p]dªv 
aµ¸³ bp²¯n\p t]mbn. tamXnchpw 
sNdphncepw \ãamb aµ¸s\ 
i{Xp¡Ä sh«n\pdp¡n. sN½c¯n 
ZpxJ¯mÂ aµ¸sâ NnXbnÂ NmSn 
acn¨p. ]ns¶bpw Hcp]mSnS¯v Hcp]m
Spt]À aµ¸s\bpw sN¼c¯nbpw 
I@p F¶mWv sFXnlyw. 

FEATURE
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Imf¡qäsâ cq]¯nÂ `KhXn h¶v 
Akpcs\ Ggv Xp@ ambn sIm¶ 
Øew BWv IpSIv F¶mWv asämcp 
sFXnlyw. CXnsâ HmÀ½bnemWv Ggv 
Øe§fnÂ XoIq«n ChnsS DÕhw 
\S¡p¶Xv. IXnh¶qÀ F¶ Øew 
ChnsSbmWv. IXnh¶qÀ hoc\pw Bbn 
_Ôs¸« asämcp sFXnlyhpw D@v.
IpSInse lnµpþapkv--enw ssa{Xn 
Ncn{X¯nsâ `mKamWv. ChnsSbmWv 
FcpamSv ZÀK ico^v. FcpamSv hS¡³ 
aebmfw Gähpw IqSpXÂ t]À kwkm
cn¡p¶ ØeamWv. ChnsS DÅhÀ ]
iphns\ sImÃnÃ, ]ip Cd¨n Ign¡nÃ. 
CXn\p ]n¶nepw Hcp IYbp@ v. 

]Xnt\gmw \qäm@ nÂ CuPn]vXnÂ 
\n¶pw C´ybnte¡v h¶ Hcp kq^n 
jloZpambn _Ôs¸« IY. ktlmZcn
s¡m¸w BWv kq^n F¯nbXv. Iqä
\mSv hgn FcpamSv F¯nb kq^nbpw 
s]§fpw AhnsS Xmakambn. AhÀ 
CXc aXØcmbXn\mÂ i{Xp¡Ä 
D @mbncp¶p. Hcn¡Â ktlmZcnsb 
kzm[o\n¨ i{Xp¡Ä kq^n jloZns\ 

shSnsh¨p. At±lw Gsd Zqcw HmSn 
Hcp ]mds¡«nÂ Ccp¶p. Ahi\mb 
At±l¯n\v sXm«cnInse ho«nse 
BebnÂ \n¶pw IbÀs]m«n¨p h¶ 
Hcp ]ip ]mÂ sImSp¯t{X. ]ip 
hcp¶Xv I @ {KmaoW\mb ]ip DSa 
Øes¯¯nbt¸mÄ Ahi\mb kq
^nsb I @p. shÅw sImSp¡m\mbn
At±l¯nsâ BtemN\. shÅw FSp
¡m³ t]mbn hcpt¼mtg¡pw shÅw
IpSn¨ {]XoXnbnÂ kq^n I®pIfS¨
t{X. kq^nsb ]ip ]mÂ sImSp¯v 

kwc£n¨Xnsâ HmÀ½bnÂ FcpamSp
ImÀ ]ip, Fcpa, t]m¯v, BSv Chsb 
H¶pw sImÃnÃ. 

kq^nbpsS acW¯n\v ktlmZcn B
WtÃm ImcWambXv. AXpsIm @p 
Xs¶ kq^nbpsS J_dnÂ kv{XoIsf 
IbänÃ. kv{XoIÄ t\À¨¸Ww sIm@ p
t]mbmepw ip²oIcn¨p am{XamWv 
AhnsS kzoIcn¡pI. C§s\ lnµpþ
apÉnw _Ô¯nsâ AXyKm[ Ncn{X]m
T§Ä Gsd IpSInÂ D@ v.
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IpSInÂ I@mepw I@mepw aXnhcm
¯ Hcp]mSv CS§fpap@v. AXnsem
¶mWv cmPm koäv. FUn/600þ1834 Ime
L«¯nÂ IpSInse cmPm¡·mÀ hn
t\mZ¯n\mbn D]tbmKn¨ ØeamWn
Xv. ChnSps¯ DZbmkvXa\w AXnat\m
lcamWv. cmPm koänÂ ]qt´m«ap@v. 
Gsd Dbc¯nemWv {]tZiw. C³tUm
Xn_¯³ _Ôw shfnhm¡p¶ tKmÄ
U³ sS¼nÄ AXnat\mlcw. I@mepw 
I@mepw aXnhcm¯ t£{Xw. Sn_ä³ 
t£{X¯nÂ _p²{]XnaIÄ D@v.
cmhnse Ggp apXÂ sshIn«v BdpaWn 
hscbmWv ChnsS k©mcnIÄ¡v 
{]thi\w. 

IpSInse IpimÂ \KdnÂ BWv \n
kÀK [mw. aSnt¡cnbnÂ \n¶pw aq¶v 
IntemaoäÀ am{Xw AIse. apf¦mSv, 
Nµ\w, tX¡v, ac§Ä FÃmw \ndª
bnSw. arK§fpsS DZym\amWnXv. 
ChnsS \ZnbpsS `wKn I@p Cd§mw. 
B\¸pd¯v khmcn \S¯mw. apfw 
ImSnsâbpw Xq¡p]me¯nsâbpw 

GggIv BkzZn¡mw. Imthcn \ZnbpsS 
CuWw tIÄ¡mw. ]Xnt\gmw \qämnÂ 
\nÀ½n¨ aSnt¡cn tIm« khntijXI
fpsS IehdbmWv. {Kmss\änÂ ]pXp
¡n ]WnXtIm«bnepÅ c@v B\I
fpsS inem {]XnaIÄ Bscbpw BIÀ
jn¡pw. ]pcmX Bbp[§Ä AS¡w
tIm«bnÂ Ncn{XIpXpInIsf
Im¯ncn¡p¶p. 

aÞÂ t]«n hyq em³Uv--kv 
BWv asämcp ImtW@ CSw. 1200 
IntemaoäÀ Dbc¯nemWv Cu {]tZiw. 
aSnt¡cnbnÂ \n¶pw 20 IntemaoäÀ 
Zqcw k©cn¨mÂ ChnsS F¯mw. 
sN¡v t]mÌnÂ \n¶pw Po¸pIÄ 
BWv k©mcnIÄ¡v XpW. \hw_À 
P\phcn hsc {]tZiw AXoh kpµcw. 
taL§fpsS AkwJyw kpµ
cw k©mc ]mXIÄ t\cn«v ImWmw. 

lmcwKn \Zn¡p IpdpsIbpÅ 
lmcwKn AWs¡«mWv asämcp at\m
lc {]tZiw. 1820Â \nÀ½n¨ HmwImtc

izc t£{Xw, aSnt¡cn SuWnse t^mÀ«v 
]pcmhkvXp ayqknbw, aSnt¡cnbnÂ 
\n¶pw 6 IntemaoäÀ am{Xw ZqscbpÅ 
AXohkpµcamb A_n hm«À^mÄkv, 
sIm«t]« {S¡nMv t]mbn³dv, aem\n 
hm«À^mÄ, IpimÂ \KdnÂ \n¶pw 
14 IntemaoäÀ AIsebpÅ Nn¡nen 
tlmfn dnkÀthmbÀ... IpSInÂ ImgvN
IÄ Ahkm\n¡p¶nÃ.

hÀj§Ä¡v ap¼v IpSInse Hcp tUm
ÎÀ ]dªXmWv þþChnSp¯pImÀ¡v 
aäp CS§fnepÅhsct¸mse tcmK§
Ä t]mepw hcnÃ. ip²amb hmbp, km
{µamb ]¨¸pw []¨bnÂ \n¶v \ne
bnte¡v ]IÀ¶m«w \S¯p¶ shbn
epw, ISpw Idp¸n³sd cm{XnIfpsaÃmw 
IpSInsâ hiyX¡v amäpIq«p¶p. 
hÀjw apgph³ 15 apXÂ 20 hsc Un{Kn
am{Xw Dujvamhv DÅ tImSaªnsâ
Cu Xmgvhcbnse¯msX, Cu at\m
lc `qan ImWmsX, AdnbmsX, A\p
`hn¡msX F´v PohnXw?
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STOP SNORING,
START SLEEPING

Bedtime is a nightmare for many 
because the person sleeping 
nearby could be a snorer--a person 

who breathes noisily through their nose 
and mouth while asleep. Snoring is 
the sound that results from air passing 
through your airway when it is partially 
blocked. Tissues at the top of your airway 
touch each other and vibrate, making 
you snore. Virtually all adults snore 
occasionally.

If you or your partner snore regularly or 
occasionally, you might wonder how to 
stop snoring. You’re not alone. In adults 
between 30 and 60 years old, 44% of men 
and 28% of women snore regularly. Over 
age 60, around half of all people snore. 

Snoring is a global phenomenon and it is estimated that among adults aged 
between 30 and 60 years, 44% of men and 28% of women snore regularly. How can 
one stop this nightly annoyance? Here are a few lifestyle changes that can help.

Anil Menon

For most people, snoring is little more 
than an embarrassment or annoyance. 
For others, however, snoring can cause 
problems or indicate an underlying 
health issue. Different people snore for 
different reasons. Trying a variety of tips 
can help you learn how to stop snoring 
while sleeping and determine if you 
need to talk to a doctor about your 
snoring.

If you snore and you also wake up 
gasping for air or frequently feel sleepy 
or tired during the day, you likely have 
sleep apnea. Sleep apnea can cause 
hypertension and more serious medical 
problems. Consult a doctor if your 
snoring affects the quality of your sleep.

52 July-August 2024
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Lifestyle changes 
can help
You can try these do-it-yourself 
suggestions to help keep your airway 
open during sleep: 

Avoid alcohol — or don’t drink 
alcohol within three hours of 
bedtime.

This will help prevent your airway muscles 
from becoming slack while you sleep. Not 
only does alcohol increase snoring, drinking 
before bed can even induce obstructive 
sleep apnea in people who don’t have the 
disorder. Alcohol’s effect on snoring and 
sleep is dose-related, so if you tend to drink 

multiple drinks, start by cutting back. If that 
doesn’t reduce your snoring, try to stop 
drinking a few hours before bed or consider 
cutting out alcohol altogether.

Lose weight if you are overweight

Extra fat tissue in the 
neck and throat can 
narrow the airways. 
Losing some weight 
could help to open the 
airways for someone 
who is overweight or 
obese, although many 
people who are lean 
also snore. Experts 
recommend weight 
loss as one of the fi rst 

and most important treatments to try for 
snoring. Of course, this recommendation 
only applies to people who are overweight 
or obese. Research has found that weight 
loss in people with a high body mass index 
reduces both snoring and obstructive sleep 
apnea symptoms. Be sure to approach 
weight loss in a healthy way. Crash 
diets rarely work long-term and can be 
dangerous. Instead, follow a healthy diet 
and incorporate physical activity into your 
life in a positive way.

If you smoke, quit. 
In addition to smoking’s many other 
negative health effects, people who smoke 
are also more likely to snore. Possible 
reasons include nightly nicotine withdrawal, 
which can disrupt sleep, as well as increased 
swelling and irritation in the upper airway. 
In fact, even secondhand smoke from 
another member of your household may 
increase your risk of snoring.

Of course, snoring is one of the more minor 
problems caused by smoking cigarettes. 
Cigarettes cause nearly one-third of 
coronary heart disease deaths and 90% of 
lung cancer cases in the U.S., in addition to 
taking an average of 10 years off the lifespan 
of each smoker. Tobacco use is one of the 
highest risk factors for CAD in India, along 

with hypertension (36.9%), obesity (63%), 
and hypercholesterolemia (39.1%). Globally, 
tobacco use and exposure to second-hand 
smoke are responsible for about 21% of 
CAD deaths, which number about 1.9 
million each year.

HEALTH BEAT
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Sleep on Your Side

Try mouth exercises. 

Try home remedies for nasal 
obstruction

Your likelihood of snoring depends on what 
position you sleep in. People are more likely 
to snore when sleeping on their backs, which 
is also called the supine position. When you 
sleep fl at on your back, your tongue falls back 
and presses against the top of your airway. In 
contrast, people snore less when they sleep 
on their sides, also called a lateral position. 
The tendency to snore could be more due to 

In addition to exercising generally, consider 
mouth exercises to stop snoring. Clinically, 
these exercises are known as oropharyngeal 
exercises, and they’ve been found to effectively 
reduce snoring. Mouth exercises involve 
repeatedly moving your tongue and parts of 
your mouth in ways that strengthen muscles 
in the tongue, soft palate, and throat. In one 
study, three months of mouth exercises led to 
a 59% reduction in snoring.

If your nose is stuffy due to mucus, try rinsing 
your sinuses with saline. If you have allergies, 
reduce dust mites and pet dander from your 
bedroom. Pet dander is a source of allergens 
that comes from microscopic skin cells shed 
by warm-blooded animals with fur or feathers, 
such as cats, dogs. It’s similar to human 
dandruff, but much harder to see. Dander 
can also include proteins from saliva and 
other fl uids on an animal’s skin. Alternatively, 
you can use an allergy medication. If swollen 
nasal tissues are the problem, a humidifi er or 
medication may reduce swelling.

head position than body position, with people 
snoring less when their heads are turned to 
the side.

If you know that you’re snoring at night and 
you generally sleep on your back, try to fall 
asleep on your side instead. If you have trouble 
retraining your sleep position habits, try 
pressing a long, oversized body pillow against 
your back to provide comfort and keep your 
body and head in a side position.

These lifestyle changes and home remedies 
may help with simple snoring. However, if 
you have periods of gasping during sleep or 
excessive daytime sleepiness as well as snoring, 
it could be sleep apnea and you should let 
your doctor know about it so that she/he can 
help make appropriate care decisions and 
drive better health outcomes. 

There are also several devices available in 
the market to help people check snoring. 
Prominent among these are nasal dilators. 
Internal and external nasal dilators are geared 
toward improving airfl ow as you sleep. As a 
result, they may reduce snoring. These small 
devices are available over-the-counter online 
and in most drug stores for relatively low 
prices. Both types of nasal dilators are small, 
fl exible strips that use tension to open the 
nasal passages.
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A nasal strip, or external dilator, sticks to the 
outside of the nose with adhesive. As it tries 
to retain its shape, it pulls outward, lifting skin 
on the nose and opening the nasal passages. 
An internal nasal dilator operates similarly, 
but from the inside. Instead of pulling on the 
outside of the nose, it pushes outward. Studies 
show that both types of dilators reduce snoring, 
but internal dilators tend to be more effective.

There are also a variety of dental devices 
available to ease snoring. These anti-snoring 
mouthpieces can take more getting used 
to than nasal strips since they are larger 
and sit in the mouth all night. Anti-snoring 
mouthpieces are a form of mouthguard sold 
over-the-counter, and they generally come in 
two varieties.

Mandibular advancement devices — often 
called MADs — are a common type of anti-
snoring mouthpiece. These mouthguards are 
usually molded to fit your teeth, then adjusted 
so that they move your lower jaw forward. This 
minor jaw realignment helps reduce snoring.

A tongue retaining device or tongue stabilizing 
device — often called a TRD or TSD — is another 
type of anti-snoring mouthpiece. Like a MAD, 
this mouthpiece also fits between the teeth. 
However, instead of adjusting the lower jaw, it 
holds the tongue in place. A small part of the 
mouthpiece uses suction to keep the tongue 
from falling back into the throat. In one study, 
a tongue retaining device reduced snoring 
intensity by 68%

Besides reducing snoring, anti-snoring dental 
devices can even positively impact mild to 
moderate obstructive sleep apnea. Sleepers 
shouldn’t self-diagnose or self-treat sleep 
apnea, however. Only use a dental device for 
sleep apnea with the approval of your doctor.

Although surgery should be viewed as a last 
resort, it is also known to reduce snoring such 
Laser-Assisted Uvulopalatoplasty to remove 
tissue from the uvula in the throat and the soft 
palate so that the throat allows more airflow, 
and the soft palate stiffens as tissue grows 
where it was lasered. This surgery has been 
performed as a treatment for snoring and 
obstructive sleep apnea for nearly 30 years, but 
it has become controversial in recent years due 
to a high occurrence of negative side effects. 
As a result, many surgeons no longer offer 
laser-assisted uvulopalatoplasty.

Like laser-assisted uvulopalatoplasty, 
palatal implants are also suggested. This is a 

Note: This article has been prepared from published material 
of the Harvard Medical School, Mayo Clinic and other sources 
and does not purport to provide any recommendation regarding 
treatment processes or equipment. It is meant only for general 
information. 

minimally invasive surgery option that stiffens 
the soft palate. Palatal implants are much 
less controversial, however. Studies show that 
the implants significantly improve snoring in 
certain people. In addition to snoring, doctors 
sometimes suggest palatal implants as an 
obstructive sleep apnea treatment.

Somnoplasty, another option, shares 
characteristics with both laser-assisted 
uvulopalatoplasty and palatal implants in the 
sense that it can be used to remove tissue from 
the uvula and stiffen the soft palate. Instead of 
lasers and implants, somnoplasty uses radio 
waves to alter tissues in the mouth and throat. 
Research shows that somnoplasty successfully 
reduces snoring in certain people, but not as 
effectively as palatal implants do.
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  
 
 
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ssI¯dn F¶mÂ kmcn, skäp

kmcn, ap@v F¶ k¦Â]w amdn

¡gnªp. ]pXnb cq]§fnepw 

`mh§fnepw ssI¯dn DÂ¸¶

§Ä C¶v hn]Wnbnep@v. 

Hm^okv shbÀ, ImjzÂkv, 

F´n\v ]mÀ«n shbdmbn hsc 

[cn¡mhp¶ at\mlcamb 

Unssk\pIÄ ssI¯dnbnÂ

s\bvsXSp¯v ]pXnsbmcp 

kwk-vImcw krãn¡pIbmWv  

Hcp]äw Unssk\À-amÀ.

hkv{Xk¦ev]§Ä amdp¶ 
temI¯v ssI¯dnbpsS 
`mhnsb´v F¶v ]ecpw 

Bi¦s¸«ncp¶ Hcp Imeap@mbncp
¶p. XoÀ¨bmbpw ]c¼cmKXamb coXn
bnÂ ssI¯dn hkvt{XmXv]mZ\w \S
¯n h¶hÀ C¶v {]XnkÔnbnemWv. 
Ime¯n\\pkrXamb amä§fnte¡v 
Ahsc \bn¡p¶XnÂ kaql¯n\v 
kw`hn v̈ ]cmPbamWv AXn\v ImcWw.
F¶mÂ, atäsXmcp cwK¯psa¶ t]m
se ^mj\nepw {]IrXnkulrZ DXv]
¶§tfmSpff B`napJyw IqSn hcpt¼m
Ä B tNmZyw AØm\¯mhpIbmWv. 

ssI¯dn F¶mÂ kmcn, skäpkmcn, 
ap@v F¶ k¦Â]w amdn¡gnªp. 
]pXnb cq]§fnepw `mh§fnepw ssI
¯dn DÂ¸¶§Ä C¶v hnWnbnep@v. 
Hm^okv shbÀ, ImjzÂkv, F´n\v 
]mÀ«n shbdmbn hsc [cn¡mhp¶ 
at\mlcamb Unssk\pIÄ ssI¯ 
dnbnÂ sNbv--sXSp¡msa¶v 20 hÀj¯n 
tesdbmbn Cu cwK¯pff tImgnt¡m
Sv kztZinbmb Unssk\À sjan\ 
iinIpamÀ ]dbp¶p. kao]Ime¯v 
Xncph\´]pc¯v shffmÀ {Im^väv 
hntÃPnse IfÀ Châmb "F³thj³' 
F¶ ssI¯dn ^mj³tafbnÂ ]s¦
Sp¯ sjan\bS¡apÅ  Unssk\Àam
Às¡Ãmw C¡mcy¯nÂ Htc A`n{]mbw. 

tacn kmaphÂ

"tIcf¯nse ImemhØbv¡v Gähpw 
CW§p¶hbmWv ssI¯dn hkv{X
§Ä. ImemImew \ne\nÂ¡psa¶Xpw
asämcp KpWamWv. HcpIme¯pw {]nbw 
\ãs¸Sm¯hbmWv ssI¯dn hkv{X
§Ä. KuWpIÄ, \qUnÂ kv{Sm]v 
ss{UkpIÄ XpS§n ]pXnbIme¯n\v 
A\ptbmPyamb Unssk\pIfnÂ 
X¿mdm¡nbmÂ Ah [cn¡m³ ]p¯
³ Xeapdbv¡v kt´mjhpamWv, " 
sjan\ ]dbp¶p.

sjan\bpsS Unssk\pIÄ dm¼neWn
bp¶ Fenkv ]dbp¶Xv sNdp¸¡mÀ
¡nSbnte¡v aS§nsb¯p¶ kmcn{`a
s¯¡pdn¨mWv. ¹oän«v ASp¡n¡p¯n
bpw Hä sebdnÂ Aekambn«pamWv 
\½fnXphsc kmcn I@n«pffsX¦nÂ 
sU\nw jÀ«ns\m¸hpw t{Im]v tSm¸n
s\m¸hpsaÃmw CXphsc I@n«nÃm¯
`mh§fnemWv C¶v kmcn AhXcn¨p
sIm@ncn¡p¶Xv! ssI¯dnbnÂ F´v 
^mj³tjm F¶v AÛpXs¸«ncn¡p¶ 
UÂlnbnse kplr¯p¡sf tjmbn
se hnhn[ Unssk\pIfpsS t^mt«m
IÄ ImWn¨v sR«n¡pIbmWv UÂln
bnÂ tUmÎdmbn {]mÎokv sN¿p¶ 
Fenkv.

A{Xam{Xw sshhn[yamÀ¶ Unssk\p
IfmWv F³thj³ aq¶mw FUnj

\pth@n Unssk\ÀamÀ Xbmdm¡nbn
cp¶Xv. tIm«bwImcn sadn³ tPmk^v 
tIcf kwkv--Imcw Xs¶bmWv Xsâ 
Unssk\v hnjbam¡nbncn¡p¶Xv. 
IYIfnbpw hffwIfnbpw sN@taf
hpw XriqÀ]qchpw hsc angnhmÀ¶ 
Nn{X§fmbn sadnsâ hkv{X§fnÂ 
CSw]nSn¨ncn¡p¶p. FÃmw ssIsIm@v 
hcs¨Sp¯h. kv{Soäv shbÀ ^mj\nÂ
\n¶v {]tNmZ\apÄs¡m@v B[p\nI
coXnbnÂ Xp¶nsbSp¯ hkv{X§Ä. 

sIm¨nbnse sPUn C³Ìnäyq«nÂ \n¶v 
^mj³ Unssk³ & KmÀsaâv amt\
Pv--saânÂ _ncpZw t\Snb tijw
tIm]v--eqanÂ aq¶v amks¯ Ctâ¬
jn¸pw sNbvXv ssI¯dnsb¡pdn¨v Iq
SpXÂ a\knem¡nbmWv sadn³ ssI
¯dn Xsâ apJy am[yaambn kzoIcn¨v 
apt¶m«v t]mIp¶Xv. arZphmb XpWn¯
cambXpsIm@pXs¶ ssI¯dnbnÂ 
ssS & ssU \ÃcoXnbnÂ sN¿m\m
hpsa¶mWv sadnsâ Is@ Â.

\n^väv _ncpZ[mcnbmb kptajnsâ 
A©v tamUepIfnÂ HcmÄ B{^n¡
bnÂ \n¶pw HcmÄ \mKmem³UnÂ 
\n¶pambncp¶p. UnPnäÂ {]nân§v 
coXn D]tbmKn¨v Xsâ Unssk\pIÄ 
Hcp¡nb kptajv ]dbp¶Xv Cu 
coXnbnÂ F{X \nd§Ä thWsa¦nepw 
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D]tbmKn¡m\mhpsa¶mWv. Nph¸nsâ 
]e tjUpIfmWv F³thj\p th @n
kptajv sXcsªSp¯Xv. Imgv¨ F{X
t¯mfw at\mlcam¡m³ Ignbpw F
¶pffXmWv Cu Unssk\pIÄ X¿mdm
¡pt¼mÄ Xm³ {i²n¨sX¶v kptajv 
]dbp¶p.

Xncph\´]pcw kztZinbmb B\n 
sdbv--kv BIs« B[p\nIXsb F§
s\ ssI¯dnbpambn tbmPn¸n¡mw 
F¶mWv {ian¡p¶Xv. ]mÀ«nshbdpw 
Hm^okv shbdpsaÃmw B\nbpsS 
IchncpXnÂ ssI¯dnbnÂ X¿msdSp
¯pIgnªp. Hm«³Xpffensâ 

DSp¯psI«nÂ \n¶v t{]cWbpÄs¡m
@ v B \nd§fpsS ]mtäWnÂ Xbmdm
¡nb ]©m_n amXrIbnepff Unssk
\mWv B\nbpsS kv--s]jyÂ C\w.

sImÃw ISbv¡enÂ \n¶pff jn_nX
bpsS A©mas¯ t]Pâv tjm Bbn
cp¶p CXv. ssI¯dnbnÂ ssIhbv¡p
¶Xv BZyambpw. {]IrXntbmSnW§p¶ 
XpWn¯cambXpsIm @pXs¶ {]IrXn
sbbmWv hnjbambn kzoIcn¨Xpw. 
]q¡fpw aeIfpw BImihpw kqcy
\psams¡ \m¨pdÂ ssUbnÂ tNsem
¯ Unssk\pIfmbn jn_nXbpsS 
hkv{X§sf thdn«Xm¡p¶p.

ln¸n kwkv--Imc¯nÂ \n¶v {]tNmZ\
apÄs¡m @hbmWv tkmWnbpsS 
Unssk\pIÄ. icoc¯n\v Gähpw 
CW§p¶ ssI¯dn [cn¡m³ kuI
cyapff Hgp¡³ amXrIbnemWv Xbm
dm¡nbn«pffXv. _mecma]pcs¯ s\
bv¯pImcnÂ \n¶pw t\cn«p tiJcn¨ 
XpWn¯c§fnÂ {]IrXnZ¯ \nd§Ä 
D]tbmKn¨v ssS & ssU sNbvXmWv 
Unssk\pIÄ Hcp¡nbXv.
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Ccp]¯©v Unssk\ÀamcmWv C¯
hW F³thj³ F¶ ssI¯dn ^m
j³ tjmbnÂ amäpcbv¡ms\¯nbXv. 
Hmtcmcp¯cpsSbpw A©phoXw 125 
tamUepIÄ A{XXs¶ Unssk\pI
Ä AWnªv dm¼nse¯n. Unssk\p
Ifpw \nd§fpw apXÂ \qensâ KpW
ta³a hsc hnebncp¯nbmWv k½m
\mÀlsc sXcsªSp¡p¶sX¶v 
shffmdnse _nkn\kv Uhe]vaâv 
amt\PÀ kXojv IpamÀ F³ ]dªp.  

Hcpe£¯n Ccp]¯¿mbncw XhW 
ssIImepIÄ Nen¸n¨memWv Hcp km
[mcW ap@v s\bv--sXSp¡m\mhpI. 
AXn\v In«p¶ hnetbm Bbnc¯nÂ 
Xmsgbpw. ChnsSbmWv Unssk\À 
hkv{X§fpsS {]kàn. ssI¯dnbp
sS KpW¯ns\m¸w IemImcsâ 
`mh\ IqSn tNcpt¼mÄ Bbnc¯nsâ 
ap@v aqhmbnc¯n\v hm§m\pw 
Bfp@v. 

tImgnt¡mSpff hothgv--kv skmsskän
bmWv sjan\¡v Bhiyamb XpWn¯
c§Ä s\bvXpsImSp¡p¶Xv. hkv{X
§fnse Unssk\p ]pdta s\bv¯nÂ 
Xs¶ hnhn[ ]mtäWpIÄ sIm@ph
cm³ sjan\ {i²n¡mdp@v.  B Xc
¯nte¡v s\bv¯pImsc ]cnioen¸n
s¨Sp¯mÂ ssI¯dn hkv{X§Ä¡v 
Ft¸mgpw amÀ¡äv D@mhpsa¶mWv 

Xsâ A\p`hsa¶v sjan\. 

tIcfob ssI¯dnsb BtKmfXe¯n
Â {it²bam¡m\pw AXphgn s\bv
¯ptaJesb t{]mÕmln¸n¡m\pam
bn Ignª h\nXmZn\¯nÂ \qdpaoäÀ 
Npäfhpff ]mhmS Xs¶ Hcp¡n {]ZÀ
in¸n¨bmfmWv sjan\. tImgnt¡mSv 
IS¸pd¯v {]ZÀin¸n¨ Cu `oa³]mhm
Ssb temIs¯ Gähpw henb ssI
¯dn ]mhmSbv¡pff Kn¶kv _p¡v 
sdt¡mÀUn\mbn kaÀ¸n¨n«pap@v. 32 
]mhmSIÄ tNÀ¶{X hen¸apff
]mhmSbnÂ sX¿w tam«n^pIÄ hc¨p
tNÀ¯v tamSnIq«nbncn¡p¶p.

hn]Wnbnse amäadnªv ]c¼cmKX 
coXnbnÂ \n¶v amdnNn´n¡m³ s\bv
¯pImcpw Xbmdmhp¶p@v F¶mWv 
kXojnsâbpw A\p`hw. sSIv--kssäÂ
a{´mebhpambn tNÀ¶v C´ybnse 
X\Xp ssI¯dn taJebnepff hnZKv
[À t\XrXzw \ÂIp¶ ]cnioe\¡f
cnIfnÂ ]s¦Sp¡ms\¯p¶hcpsS 
_mlpeyw AXn\v sXfnhmWv. 
2024 amÀ¨nÂ shffmÀ {Im^väv hntÃPn
Â \S¯nb ]coioe\¯n\v t\XrXzw 
\ÂInbXv KpPdm¯nÂ \n¶pff ]ß
{io tPXmhv N´p`mbv dmt¯mUmWv. 
PnsF SmKpff Xmw¥nb s\bv¯p
ssienbnÂ hnZKv[\mWv dmt¯mUv.
s\bv¯ptaJebnÂ \n¶pw sXcsª

Sp¯ HcpIq«w IemIcm·mÀ¡mWv 
]cnioe\¡fcnbpsS `mKamhm³ 
Ahkcw e`n¨Xv.
A\pZn\sat¶mWw NqSpIqSns¡m@n
cn¡p¶ \½psS ImemhØbnÂ 
F´psIm@pw A\ptbmPyw tIm«¬, 
ssI¯dn hkv{X§fmsW¶ Xncn¨dnhv 
]pXpXeapdbv¡pap@v. hnebÂ¸w 
IqSnbmepw ZoÀLImew CuSp\nÂ¡p
sa¶Xpw C¯cw hkv{X§fpsS 
asämcp BIÀjWobLSIamWv. 
Unssk\À tam«n^pIfmÂ kvssäenjv
B¡nb jÀ«v, IpÀ¯IÄ XpS§nb
hbv¡v bphm¡fpsS CSbnepw \Ã 
Unam³UmWv. 

kn\nabnse ^mj³ ]et¸mgpw 
s{S³Uv skädmIp¶Xv \½Ä ap¼pw 
I@n«p@v. c@mbnc¯nÂ Cd§n 
Bthi¯nc DbÀ¯nb "\cknwlw' 
ap@pIÄ¡v ImÂ \qäm@n\n¸pdhpw 
hn]WnbnÂ ^m³kp@v. kao]Ime
¯v AXpt]mse HmfapbÀ¯nbXv 
jmPn¸m¸\pw ]ntffcpw If¯nend¡n
b c@p\nd¯nepff ap@pIfmWv. 

Npcp¡¯nÂ HmWw, hnjp, tIcf¸n
dhn Zn\§fnÂ am{XaÃ, kvssäembn 
In«nbmÂ ap¶qädp]¯©p Znhkhpw 
ssI¯dn [cn¡m³ BfpIÄ Xbmdm
Wv. ]s£, ssI¯dn taJe¡v C\nbpw
hgntbsd \S¡m\p@v.
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60 September-October 202460 September-October 2024

Few might have heard of 
Afanasy Nikitin, the 15th 
century Russian traveler. But 

Nikitin is a crucial link to India’s 
past, particularly the nation’s links 
with Russia. The relations between 
what later became India and 
Russia began with the arrival of the 
Russian traveler in India.

Afanasy Nikitin began his journey 
from Tver City in Russia in 1466 
and reached Khambat (formerly 
Cambay) in Gujarat in 1469. People 
in Europe, especially Russia, learnt 
about 15th century India thanks to 
Nikitin’s travelogue ‘Voyage Beyond 
Three Seas’. 

The Hindi fi lm Paredeshi, released 
in 1957, was based on Afanasy 

Ratheesh C. Nair, Honorary Consul of Russia and Director of the Russian House in
Thiruvananthapuram, has begun a cultural odyssey tracing the route taken by 15th century 
Russian traveler AfanasyNikitin from Tver City in Russia to Khambat in Gujarat between 1466-’69.

Nikitin’s life in India. Russian 
archives record the presence of 
traders from Gujarat in Astrakhan, 
Russia, from 1615. In 2001, the 
then-Chief Minister of Gujarat, 
Narendra Modi, had signed a 
protocol of cooperation with the 
Government of Astrakhan. In 2006, 
he visited Astrakhan to sign a few 
new cooperation agreements.

This is the 555th anniversary of 
Afanasy Nikitin’s arrival in India. 
In other words, this year marks 
the 555th anniversary of Indo-
Russian relations. To celebrate 
this important milestone in the 
relationship between the two 
great countries, Ratheesh C. Nair, 
Honorary Consul of Russia and 
Director of the Russian House in 
Trivandrum, has begun a cultural 
odyssey through the route by which 
Afanasy Nikitin came to India. 

The journey began from Tver,  on 
September 2, and will continue 
through Azerbaijan, Iran and Oman, 
and reach Khambhat on October 
1, with cultural interactions and 

exhibitions at all major cities en 
route. Among the programmes 
being organized as part of the 
journey are exhibitions of Nikitin’s 
drawings reproduced by an Indian 
artist. These are a kind of travel notes 
of the XV century. 

“I am planning to visit all Indian 
cities mentioned in Afanasy Nikitin’s 
travelogue. I hope this project will 
help strengthen people-to-people 
contact between Russia and India 
and help popularize Indian culture in 
Russia and countries through which 
Nikitin travelled,” Mr. Nair, who is also 
Chairman of the Indian Centre of the 
Russian Geographical Society, said.

A priority area of the project is 
cementing ties between India and 
Russia in the fi eld of education. 
Higher education institutions in 
India and Russia can establish 
faculty and student exchange 
programmes and cooperate in joint 
research. Astrakhan State University 
has already evinced interest in 
associating with Indian universities, 
he added.

On a Traveler’s Trail
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Celebrating the Spirit of Kerala
NEHRU TROPHY BOAT RACE

to the fortunes of the boats, each 
of which has many tales to narrate 
about their making and their track 
record at the Nehru Trophy Boat 
Race and various boat races that 
take place during the Onam season 
annually.

The roots of the Nehru Trophy Boat 
Race date back to 1952 when then 
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru 
visited Kerala and was mesmerized 
by the local boat races. To honour 
his visit and the unique tradition, 
the Nehru Trophy was instituted. 
This gesture transformed what 
was once a regional festival into 
a prestigious event that has now 
garnered national and international 
attention.

Beyond the thrilling races, the 
Nehru Trophy Boat Race is a 
celebration of Kerala’s vibrant 
culture. The event is accompanied 
by a colorful array of festivities, 
including traditional dance 
performances, folk music, and 
elaborate processions. Local cuisine 
is also a highlight, with food stalls 
offering a variety of delectable 
Kerala delicacies.

Spectators and participants alike 
revel in the cultural immersion, 
making the event a feast for the 
senses. The race is not just about 
winning; it’s about coming together 
as a community and celebrating 

Hundreds of rowers will set the 
waters of the Punnamada Lake 

on fi re on September 28 as over a 
dozen snakeboats fi ght for glory in 
the Nehru Trophy Boat Race. 

At the heart of the Nehru Trophy 
Boat Race are the majestic snake 
boats, or “Chundan Vallams,” which 
are the star players of this event. 
These elongated wooden boats, 
often exceeding 100 feet in length 
and manned by up to 100 rowers, 
are a marvel of craftsmanship 
and teamwork. Their sleek design, 
combined with the power and 
rhythm of the rowers, creates a 
breathtaking display of speed and 
coordination.

The race itself is a high-octane, 
adrenaline-fueled affair. Teams 
from various local communities 
prepare for months, practicing their 
rowing techniques and strategizing 
for the big day. On race day, the 
air is thick with anticipation as the 
boats line up at the starting point. 
The sound of traditional drums 
and chants fi lls the atmosphere, 
setting the stage for an electrifying 
competition.

Although the boat races in different 
categories last barely a few hours, 
ritualistic preparations for the races 
begin months in advance. Pride 
and prestige of entire villages, local 
communities and families are tied 

the rich traditions that defi ne 
Kerala.

One of the most endearing 
aspects of the Nehru Trophy Boat 
Race is the sense of camaraderie 
and fi erce rivalry that it fosters. 
Local teams, often representing 
different villages or communities, 
engage in friendly but intense 
competition. The pride and 
passion displayed by the rowers, 
supported by enthusiastic fans, 
create an atmosphere of unity 
and excitement.

The race also serves as a platform 
for social and community 
engagement. It encourages 
teamwork, discipline, and a sense 
of belonging among participants, 
while also boosting local tourism 
and fostering economic growth 
in the region.

Over the years, the Nehru 
Trophy Boat Race has garnered 
international acclaim, drawing 
visitors from around the world. Its 
global appeal lies not only in the 
sheer spectacle of the race but 
also in its embodiment of Kerala’s 
unique cultural heritage. 

The event has become a symbol 
of Kerala’s ability to blend 
tradition with modernity, creating 
an experience that is both 
timeless and contemporary.
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Ignª Hcp hÀjambn 
NmÀPv t]mbn hgnbnÂ 
InS¶ Ce{ÎnIv hml\ hn]

Wnbnte¡v ]pXnb DuÀPw IS¶p hcn
IbmtWm? AsÃ¦nÂ ]ns¶´n\mWv 
C{Xbpw \mÄ If¯nend§m³ aSn¨p
\n¶ amcpXn kpkpIn If¯nend§p
¶Xv? F´n\mWv C hn hn]Wnbnse 
cmPm¡·mcmb Smäm tamt«mgv--kpw 
hnZqcXbnÂ Ahsc ]n´pScp¶ FwPn 
tamt«mgv--kpw XmcXtay\ hn]Wnbnse 
Ipª·mcmb henb ImÀ \nÀ½mXm
¡Ä Inbbpw, _nsshUnbpw sagv--kn
Unkv s_³kpsaÃmw C hn ImÀ hn]
Wnbnte¡v ]pXnb DÂ¸¶§fpambn 
FSp¯pNmSm³ Hcp§p¶Xv?
hcp¶ P\phcnbnÂ 500 IntemaoäÀ 
td©v DÅ Hcp Ce{ÎnIv Fkv-bphnbp
ambn X§Ä cwK¯v hcp¶psh¶mWv 
C¡mea{Xbpw C hn \nÀ½mW¯nÂ 
\n¶v Hgnªv \n¶ amcpXn kpkpIn {]
Jym]n¨ncn¡p¶Xv. \nehnÂ hn]Wnbn

tmn 

se kPoh km¶n[yamb sP Fkv 
U»nbp FwPn tamt«mgv--kv X§Ä 
Ct¸mÄ hnägn¡p¶ CkUv Fkv C 
hn, tImsaäv-- C hn F¶nhbv¡v ]pdta 
D]t`màm¡fpsS Bi¦IÄs¡m
s¡ ]cnlmcsamcp¡n hn³Uv--kÀ
C hnbpamsb¯nbncn¡pIbmWv.

]pXnb ImÀ am{XaÃ, C hn ImÀ hn]
Wnsb IogvtaÂ adn¡p¶ hnev]\ 
X{´hpambmWv FwPn tamt«mgv--kv 
h¶n«pÅXv. BZyw Xs¶ apgph³ hne
bpw CuSm¡p¶Xn\p ]Icw _mädnsb 
Hcp tkh\am¡n (_mädn Bkv F 
kÀhokv) D]t`màmhnÂ \n¶v hmSI 
am{Xw CuSm¡nbpw C§s\ \ÂIp¶ 
_mädn¡v sse^v--ssSw hmdânbpw 60 
iXam\w hnebnÂ ss_ _m¡v Kmc
ânbpw Dd¸v \ÂInbpamWv FwPn tam
t«mgv--kv ]pXnb hml\hpambn cwK
s¯¯nbn«pÅXv.

EVREADY INDIA!
    
    
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C hntb¡mÄ Xev¡mew sa¨w ssl
{_nUv ImdpIfmhpsa¶v Nn´n¡p¶
hÀ¡v s]s«¶v Xs¶ X§fpsS Xocp
am\w amäm³ t{]cIamhpw FwPn tam
t«mgvknsâ Cu  Hm^dpIÄ. CsXm
¶pansÃ¦nÂ Xs¶bpw hcpw amk§
fnÂ Ce{ÎnIv ImdpIfpsS hne Ipdbp
sa¶Xnsâ iàamb kqN\IÄ
Ct¸mÄ Xs¶ hn]Wnbnep@ v. 
Ce{ÎnIv ImdpIÄ¡v C\n k_v--knUn 
BhiyansÃ¶ tI{µ kÀ¡mcnsâ 
Xocpam\w C¯csamcp kqN\bmWv. 
C hn ImÀ hn]Wn DWÀ¶tXmsS ImÀ 
\nÀ½mXm¡fpw LSI \nÀ½mXm
¡fpw Hcpt]mse kPohambncn¡p¶p
sh¶pw Cu aÕcw sa¨s¸« td©pw
C´ymþ\nÀ½nX kvs]bÀ]mÀ«pIfpw 
]p\À hnev]\ km[yXIfpw \ho\ 
hmbv]m ]²XnIfpw AhXcn¸n¡s¸
Sp¶Xnte¡v sNÃpsa¶v kÀ¡mÀ Im
Wp¶ps ¶Àw.  hn]WnbnÂ hcm\n
cn¡p¶ kPohX ap³Iq«n ImWp¶Xv 
sIm @mhWw Smäm tamt«mgv--kv X§fp
sS \nehnse C hn t{iWnbnse ImdpI
Ä¡v 3 e£w cq] hsc hne¡pdhv 
BgvNIÄ¡v ap³]v {]Jym]n¨Xv.
2023s\ At]£n¨v C hn ImdpIfpsS 
hnev]\bnÂ 13 iXam\t¯mfw CSn
hmWv 2024sâ BZy]IpXnbnÂ D @m
bsX¶mWv IW¡pIÄ kqNn¸n¡p
¶Xv. CtXmsS {]apJ ImÀ \nÀ½mXm
¡Ä Ce{ÎnIv ImÀ taml§Ä Dt]
£n¨v ssl{_nUnÂ {i² tI{µoIcn
¡m\mcw`n¨p. XmÂ¡met¯¡pÅ 
hnPba{´ambncp¶p (AsÃ¦nÂ Ct¸m
gpw BWv) AXv F¶ Imcy¯nÂ 
kwibanÃ. ]s£, C hn kmt¦XnI
hnZybpsS IpXn¸v XSbm³ AXn\mhn
sÃ¶v hyàamWv. AXv Gähpw BZyw 
a\Ênem¡nbXv C hn ImdpIfpsS 
t{iWn Xs¶ hn]Wnbnse¯n¨ Smäm 
tamt«mgv--kv BWv.

hn]WnbpsS 70 iXam\¯ntesd 
ssIbmfp¶ Smäm tamt«mgv--kv 
X§fpsS s\I-vkWpw, SnbmtKm
bpw ]©pw hn]WnbnÂ Dd¸n¨v 
\nÀ¯nb tijw Ct¸mgnXm Smäm 
IÀhv F¶ ]pXnb DÂ¸¶w IqsS 
hn]Wnbnse¯n¨v X§Ä ChnsS
Dd¨v \nÂ¡m\mWv Xocpam\n¨n«p
ÅsX¶v hyàam¡nbncn¡pIbm
Wv. tI{µw C.hn.IÄ¡v  k_v--kn
Un \ÂInsÃ¶v GXm@ v Xocpam
\n¡pIbpw Gähpw henb ImÀ 
hn]Wnbmb D¯À{]tZiv ssl
{_nUv ImdpIÄ¡v k_v--knUn 
\ÂIm³ Xocpam\n¡pIbpw sNbv-
-Xn«pw Smä XoÀ¯pw kmlknI
amb \o¡hpambn apt¶m«v h¶ncn
¡p¶Xv H¶pw ImWmsXbmhnÃ
tÃm? hn]Wn¡v e`n¡m\ncn¡p¶ 
"Ce{Înss^bnMv' NmÀPv AhÀ 
ap³Iq«n I@ psh¶v thWw 
Icp-Xm³.

Smäm tamtmgv--kv

X§fpsS \nehnse CeIv--{SnIv 
t^mÀ hoeÀ tamUepIfpsS hne 
Ipd¡pI am{XaÃ, ChnIfpsS 
hnimeambn hcp¶ t{iWnbnÂ 
X§fpsS km¶n[yw hÀ²n¸n¡m
\pw Smäm tamt«mgv--kv Hcp§pIbm
Wv. Ignª Hmt«m FIv--kv--t]mbn
Â {]ZÀin¸n¨ lmcnbÀ C.hn.bm
Wv Cu hÀjw ]pd¯nd¡m³ 

Smä 
lmnb C.hn

C hn skKv--saânÂ amcpXn kpkp¡n
bpsS Act§äw Ipdn¡p¶ C hn 
FIv--kv Ignª hÀjs¯ Hmt«m FIv-
-kv--t]mbnemWv AhÀ BZyambn Hcp 
I¬sk]väv cq]¯nÂ {]ZÀin¸n¨Xv. 
Ignª 18 amk§fnÂ C hn FIv--kv 
DÂ¸mZ\¯nte¡v \o§nbncp¶p. amcp
XnbpsS BZy Ce{ÎnIv ImÀ 60 sIU
»nbpF¨v enYnbwþAb¬ _mädn ]m
bv¡v sIm@ v kÖoIcn¨v 500 Intemao
äÀ td©v hmKvZm\w sN¿m³ km[yX
bp@ v. CXv lyp m@bv s{Iä, Smä lmcn
bÀ Chn F¶nhbv--¡v iàamb shÃp
hnfnbmWv DbÀ¯pI.

SmämbpsS C hn ImÀ hn Wnbnse ta[m
hnXzw Ahkm\n¸n¡mt\m H¸w ]nSn
¡mt\m DÅ ]pd¸mSnemsW¶v tXm¶p
¶p amcpXn kpkpIn. P\phcnbnÂ 

ampn kpkpIn 
tem©v sN¿p¶ C hn FIv--kv AS¡w 
A©v hyXykvX tamUepIfmWv AhÀ 
hcp¶ Ie @ÀhÀjw hn]Wnbnte¡v 
sIm @phcm³ e£yanSp¶Xv. ]{´@ v
e£w cq] hnebnÂ t{^mMvkv C hn, 
10þ14 e£w cq] hnebnÂ hmK¬þBÀ 
C hn XpS§nbhbmWv amcpXnbpsS ]
WnimeIfnÂ Hcp§p¶ Nne ImdpIÄ.

AhÀ ]²XnbnSp¶ C ]mk©À 
ImÀ. sFknC tamUensâ 
Unssk³ \ne\nÀ n̄ Ce{ÎnIv 
hml\§Ä¡v th @ {]tXyI LS
I§Ä DÄs¡mÅn¨v sNdnb amä
§tfmsS AhXcn¸n¡s¸Sp¶ 
lmcnbÀ Chn¡v IpdªXv c@ v 
_mädn Hm]vj\pIfpw tamt«mÀ 
Hm]vj\pIfpw D @mbncn¡psa¶v
{]Xo£n¡p¶p, HmÄþhoÂþss{Uhv 
kÖoIcW¯nsâ IgnhpIfpw 
500 Intemaoädne[nIw td©pw Smäm
tamt«mgv--kv hmKv--Zm\w sN¿p¶p.

ARTICLE



64 September-October 202464 September-October 2024

alo{µ X§fpsS c @mas¯ Ce{ÎnIv 
Fkv--bphn _n C 05 ASp¯ hÀjt¯m
sS ]pd¯nd¡m\pÅ Hcp¡¯nemWv.
]pXnb Ce{ÎnIv kvtIäv--t_mÀUv ¹mäv--
t^mamb C³t¥m ASnØm\am¡n \n
À½n¡p¶ Ce{ÎnIv Fkv--bphn alo{µ
bpsS C´ybv--¡mbpÅ C hn sse\¸n
Â FIv--kv bp hn 400\v H¸w tNcpw.
IpdªXv 60 sIU»nbpF¨v _mädn 
]m¡v DÅ _n C05þ\v Hä NmÀPnÂ 
GItZiw 450 IntemaoäÀ ss{UhnwKv 
td©v hmKvZm\w sN¿m\mIpw. ^mÌv 
NmÀPnwKpw CXv ]n´pWbv¡pw.

al{ _nC 5

aq¶v hmcn koäpIfpsS Chn 9 F¶ C
e{ÎnIv Fkv--bphn ]pd¯nd¡p¶ sImdn
b³ hml\ `oa\mb InbbmWv ASp
¯Xv. HtÎm_À 3\v C hn 9 ]pd¯nd
¡p¶ Inb AtXZnhkw Xs¶ ]pXnb
Xeapd ImÀWnhÂ Fw]nhnbpw ]pd
¯nd¡pw. XpS¡¯nÂ C´ybnte¡v 
Cd¡paXn sN¿s¸Sp¶ Chn 9\v BZyw
Hcp thcnbâv am{Xta D @mhpIbpÅq. 
Hä NmÀPnÂ GItZiw 434 IntemaoäÀ 
td©v, 379 _nF¨v]n Icp¯pw, 700 
F³ Fw tSmÀ¡v Hu«v]p«pw, sehÂþ3 
FUnFFkv kyq«pw AXntesdbpw  
Inb hmKvZm\w sN¿p¶p. C´ybnse 
InbbpsS Chn t{iWnbnÂ Ct¸mÄ 
Xs¶bpÅ Chn 6 s\m¸w Chn 9 tNcpw.
sImdnb³ hml\ `oa³ \nÀ½n¨n«pÅ 
Gähpw sNethdnb Ce{ÎnIv ImÀ 
IqSnbmhpanXv.

Inb Chn 

_nsshUn C 
]pXnb Ce{ÎnIv ImdpIfpamsb¯n tem
Is¯ hnkvabn¸n¨ sSkv--e¡v ap¶nÂ
shÃphnfn DbÀ¯nb _nsshUn C´y
bnse X§fpsS C hn ImÀ t{iWnbnte
¡v AhXcn¸n¡pI C 6 F¶ Ce{ÎnIv 

Fw]nhnbmhpw. HtÎm_dnÂ \S¡psa
¶v {]Xo£n¡p¶ tem©n\v apt¶mSnbm
bn _nsshUn ]pXnb C 6sâ Nne Zriy
§Ä CXn\Iw Xs¶ ]pd¯p hn«n«p@ v.
Unssk³ A]v--tUäpIÄ IqSmsX ]pXn
b C 6\v henb 12.8 C©v ^vtem«nwKv 
S¨v--kv--{Io³ C³t^msSbv³saâv knÌw, 
]t\mcanIv k¬dq^v, shânteäUv 
{^@ v koäpIÄ, 360þUn{Kn kdu@ v 
hyq Iymad F¶nhbpw AXntesdbpw 
tNcphIÄ D @mhpw. Hä NmÀPnÂ GI
tZiw 530 IntemaoäÀ td©v, 204 _nF
v̈]n, 310 F³Fw tSmÀ¡v Hu«v]p«v, Unkn

^mÌv NmÀPnwKv tijn F¶nh hmKvZm
\w sN¿p¶ henb 71.7 kWh _mädn 
]m¡mhpw C 6\p @mhpI F¶mWv 
dnt¸mÀ«v.
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sagv--knUnkv CIypPn/
CeIv--{SnIv Pn hmK¬

C´ybnse Gähpw hneIqSnb Ce{ÎnIv 
Imdmb sabv_m¡v CIypFkv 680 ]pd
¯nd¡nbXn\v tijw, CIypPn AsÃ¦n
Â Ce{ÎnIv PnþhmK¬ Fkv--bphn tem
©v sN¿p¶XneqsS X§fpsS km¶n
[yw hÀ²n¸n¡m³ sagv--knUnkv s_³
kv Hcp§pIbmWv. CIypPn I¬sk
]väv Ce{ÎnIv Fkv--bphnbmbn BtKmf
hn]WnIfnÂ t\cs¯ {]ZÀin¸n¨ncp
¶ Pnþ¢mkv Fkv--bphnbpsS CeIv--{Sn
ss^Uv ]Xn¸n\mbn ImÀ \nÀ½mXmhv 
CXn\Iw Xs¶ _p¡nwKv Xpd¶n«p@v. 
Cu hÀjw Ahkm\t¯msS AhXcn
¸n¡m³ sjUyqÄ sNbv--Xncn¡p¶
Pnþ¢mkv Ce{ÎnIv Fkv--bphn 116 sIU
»nbpF¨v _mädn ]mbvt¡msSbmWv 
hcpI. Hä¯hW NmÀPv sNbvXmÂ 
470 Intemaoädne[nIw k©cn¡m³ 
Ignbpsa¶mWv {]Xo£n¡p¶Xv.

C´ybnÂ Gähpa[nIw hnägn¡s¸Sp
¶ Imdnsâ CeIv--{SnIv ]Xn¸mb s{Iä
Chn AhXcn¸n¡p¶tXmsS lyq@mbv 
tamt«mÀ AXnsâ Chn sKbnw IqSpXÂ
iàam¡m³ ]²XnbnSp¶p. ASp¯ 
hÀjw P\phcnbnÂ \S¡p¶ 2025 
`mcXv sam_nenän FIv--kv--t]mbnÂ s{Iä 
Ce{ÎnIv Fkv--bphn AhXcn¸n¡psa¶m
Wv  {]Xo£n¡s¸Sp¶Xv. c@v Xcw 
_mädnIfpw Hä NmÀPnÂ GItZiw 
500 IntemaoäÀ td©pamWv hmKv--Zm\w. 
s{Iä ChnbnÂ sehÂ 2 FUnFFkv, 
]t\mcanIv k¬dq^v, 360 Un{Kn Iymad 
F¶nhbpw {]Xo£n¡mw.

lyp@mbv s{Iä C.hn

PÀ½³ hml\ `oa\mb t^mIv--kv--
hmK¬ Cu hÀjw Ahkm\t¯msS 
X§fpsS BZys¯ Ce{ÎnIv ImÀ 
C´ybnse¯n¡psa¶v t\cs¯ Øn
coIcn¨ncp¶p. Cu hÀjw BZyw Pbv]q
cnÂ \S¶ AhcpsS hmÀjnI {_m³
Uv tIm¬^d³knÂ AXnsâ sFUn.4 
Ce{ÎnIv t{ImkvHmhÀ {]ZÀin¸n¨ncp¶p. 
Cd¡paXn hgn 2024 Ahkm\t¯msS
C´y³ hn]WnbnÂ X§fpsS BZy
s¯ Ce{ÎnIv hml\ambn sFUn.4 
AhXcn¸n¡psa¶v AhÀ ØncoIcn
¨n«p@v. 82 sIU»nbpF¨v _mädn
]m¡v sIm@v kÖoIcn¨ncn¡p¶ 
Chn¡v 500 IntemaoäÀ hsc td©v
\ÂIm³ Ignbpw. CXn\v ]camh[n 
299 _nF¨v ]n Icp¯pw 499 F³Fw 
tSmÀ¡pw krãn¡m\mhpw.

t^mIv--kv--hmK¬ sFUn.4
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sN¡v Hmt«m `oa\mb kv--tImU Hmt«m
bpw X§fpsS BZys¯ Ce{ÎnIv ImÀ 
C´ybnÂ AhXcn¸n¡m\pÅ Hcp¡
¯nemWv. Cu hÀjw P\phcnbnÂ 
UÂlnbnÂ \S¶ `mcXv t¥m_Â 
sam_nenän FIv--kv--t]mbnÂ F³bmIv 
Ce{ÎnIv Fkv--bphn AhÀ {]ZÀin¸n
¨ncp¶p. HmUn Iyq4 Cþt{Sm¬, t^mIv-
-kv--hmK¬ sFUn.4 F¶nhbv¡v 
ASnhcbnSp¶ FwC_n ¹mäv--t^mans\ 
ASnØm\am¡nbpÅXmWv CXv. Hcp 
XhW NmÀPv sNbvXmÂ 500 Intemao
ädne[nIw td©v hmKvZm\w sN¿p¶ 
82 sIU»nbpF¨v _mädn ]m¡nemWv 
Ce{ÎnIv Fkv--bphn hcp¶Xv. 282 _n
F¨v]n Icp¯pw 310 F³Fw  HuSv--]p
«pw Cu C h@n¡v \ÂIm\mhpw.

Xm§m\mhp¶ hnebnÂ Hcp _Päv 
Ce{ÎnIv hml\w tXSp¶hÀ¡pÅ 
asämcp D¯cambmWv {^©v hml\ 
\nÀamXm¡fmb kn{S¬ 2023 s^{_p
hcnbnÂ 11.50 e£w cq]bpsS FI-vkv 
tjmdqw hnebnÂ Ckn 3 AhXcn¸n
¨Xv. P\{]nb kn 3 lm¨v_m¡nsâ
]qÀW sshZypX ]Xn v̧ F¶ \nebnÂ 
hml\w s]s«¶v Xs¶ kzoImcyX
t\Sn. knwKnÄ NmÀPnÂ 320 IntemaoäÀ
td©v \ÂIp¶ hml\amWnXv. 
56 _nF¨v]n Icp¯nÂ 143 F³Fw 
tSmÀ¡v DXv]mZn¸n¡p¶ Hcp Ce{ÎnIv 
tamt«mdnte¡mWv _mädn LSn¸n¨ncn

Ce{ÎnIv ImÀ {_m³Uv \ncbnse Gä
hpw ^m³kpÅ FI-vkv-bphn300 tImw
]mIv--Sv Fkv bp hnbpsS HmÄþCeIv--{Sn
Iv hIt`ZamWv FI-vkv-bphn400. Ign
ªhÀjw BZyw hn]Wnbnse¯nb

kn{S¬ Ckn

al{ FI-vkv-bphn4
C hnbpw alo{µbpsS Cu Xpdp¸p
Kpem\mWv. Smä s\IvtkmWpambn 
aÕcn¨ tImw--]mIv--Sv Ce{ÎnIv Fkv--
bphn¡v 16 e£w cq]bmWv FIv--kv 
tjmdqw hne. c@ v thcnbâpIfnepw 

c@ v _mädn Hm]v--j\pItfmsSbpamWv 
alo{µ FI-vkv-bphn 400 hn]Wnbnep
ÅXv. 34.5 sIU»nbpF¨v _mädn ]m
¡pw 3.2 sIU»nbpF NmÀPdpapÅ 
alo{µ FI-vkv-bphn 400\v Hä NmÀPnÂ
375 IntemaoäÀ hsc td©v \ÂIm³
Ignbpsa¶mWv I¼\n AhImis¸«n
cp¶Xv. AtXkabw adphi v̄ CFÂ
thcnbân\v henb 39.4 sIU»nbp _m
ädnbpw 7.2 sIU»nbp NmÀPnwKv tijn
bpwHä¨mÀPnÂ 456 Intemaoädnsâ td
©pamWv alo{µ FI-vkv-bphn 400sâ
C FÂ ]Xn¸pIÄ¡v I¼\n AhIm
is¸Sp¶Xv. {]Xnamkw icmicn 500 
bqWnäv hnÂ¸\bmWv FIv--knbphn 
400 Chn t\Snsb¶mWv IW¡v.

kvtImU FbmIv

¡p¶Xv. tImsaänt\¡mÄ hym]Iam
b D]tbmK¯n\v ]änb Cu Ce{ÎnIv 
ImÀ apS¡p¶ hnebv¡pÅ aqeyhpw 
\ÂIp¶ps @¦nepw th@ {X hn]Wn
bnÂ {i² t\SnbnÃ.

2023Â AhXcn¸n¡s¸« \nch[n ImdpIÄ Ct¸mÄ Xs¶ 
hn]WnbnÂ e`yamWv. AhbnÂ NneXv CXmWv 
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C´ybnse Gähpw henb c@mas¯ 
hml\ \nÀamXm¡fmb lyp@mbnbp
sS cmPys¯ c@mas¯ Ce{ÎnIv Imdm
bmWv AtbmWnIv 5 2023Â AhXcn

lyp@mbv AtbmWnIv 5

aq¶mw Xeapd FIv--kv 1 Fkv--bphnsb
ASnØm\am¡n PÀa³ {_m³Uv
]WnXnd¡nb sFFI-vkv 1 Ce{În¡pw 
C´ybnÂ F¯nb hÀjambncp¶p 
2023. 66.90 e£w cq] hnebnÂ F¯n
b hml\¯nÂ 66.4 sIU»nbpF¨v 
_mädn ]mbv¡mWv kÖoIcn¨ncn¡p
¶Xv. Hä NmÀPnÂ 440 IntemaoäÀ 
td©v \ÂIm³ tijnbpÅ tamUÂ 
k¼qÀW Cd¡paXnbmbmWv \½psS 
cmPy¯v F¯p¶Xv.

_nFwU»yp sFFI-vkv 1

C´y³ hml\ hn]WnbnÂ XWp¯pd
ªp t]mb Hcp Ce{ÎnIv hml\hn¹h
¯n\v ho@pw Imäv ]nSn¡pIbmsW¶m
Wv CsXÃmw kqNn¸n¡p¶Xv. sFknC 
(CtâWÂ I¼Ìy³ F³Pn³) kmt¦
XnIhnZy ]XnsbbmsW¦nepw ]pdwXÅ
s¸SpIbmWv. ssatePv, c@mw hnev]\
¡pÅ km[yX XpS§nb Imcy§sf¡p
dn¨pÅ D]t`màm¡Ä¡nSbnÂ Bi
¦IÄ ]SÀ¶tXmsS 2024Â CXphsc 
Ce{ÎnIv ImÀ hn]Wn £oWnXambncp
¶psh¶Xv kXyw. F¶mÂ, Cu hÀjw
P\phcn¡v ap³]pÅ aq¶v hÀj¡me
¯n\nSbv¡v C´ybnÂ Ce{ÎnIv ImÀ 
hnev]\ GItZiw ]¯v aS§mWv
hÀ²n¨Xv. 

2020Â 1.25 e£w Ce{ÎnIv ImdpIfmWv 
cPnÌÀ sNbv--XsX¦nÂ 2023 \hw_À 
30 hsc cPnÌÀ sNbv--XXv-- 10.25 e£w 
ImdpIfmWv. 2022 apXÂ 2030 hscbpÅ 
ImebfhnÂ C hn hn]Wn {]XnhÀjw 
49 iXam\w I@v hfcpsa¶mWv IW
¡m¡s¸Sp¶Xv. 2030 BIpt¼mtg¡v

{]XnhÀjw hnägn¡s¸Sp¶ C ImdpI
fpsS F®w 1 tImSnbmIpsa¶pw IW
¡m¡s¸Sp¶p.

kpØncXbmWv C¶v Hcp ImÀ hm§p
¶hÀ Gähptasd {i²n¡p¶ LSIw. 
AXn\v sXm«v ]n¶nÂ kpc£, {_m³Uv 
CtaPv, hne F¶nhbpw \nÀWmbI 
LSI§fmIp¶p. efnXamb ss{Uhv 
s{Sbn\pw Ipd¨v am{Xw Nen¡p¶ b{´
`mK§fpw am{XapÅXn\mÂ C ImdpI
Ä¡v tXbvam\w IpdhmWv. C ImÀ hn]
WnbpsS hfÀ¨bv--s¡m¸w NmÀPnwKv 
{ipwJebpw hftc@Xp@v. hcpw hÀj
§fnÂ B cwK¯pw C´ybv¡v henb 
hfÀ¨ ssIhcn¡m\mIpsa¶mWv {]
Xo£.

C´y³ hml\ hn]WnbnÂ Ce{ÎnIv 
hml\§Ä¡v kzoImcyX hÀ[n¨v hcp
¶Xnsâ ^eambn sFknC ImdpIÄ
\nÀ½n¨p h¶ncp¶ GXm@v FÃm I¼
\nIfpw Cu cwKt¯¡v Xncnªn«p@v. 
km[mcW¡mÀ¡pw Xm§m\mhp¶ hn

ebnÂ sshZypX tamUepIÄ F¯nb
hÀjambncp¶p 2023. Ipdª sabnâ\
³kv, anI¨ td©v F¶n§s\ A\h[n
KpW§fpÅ ChnIÄ s]t{SmÄ,UokÂ
ImdpIsf¡mÄ em`IcamsW¶pw ]cn
ØnXn kulrZhpamsW¶pw I@tXm
sS hn]WnbnÂ Unam³Uv IpXn¨pbcp
Ibmbncp¶p. 

]n¶oSmWv, td©ns\ kw_Ôn¨pw aäp
apÅ `bmi¦IÄ D]t`màm¡sf 
Ce{ÎnIv ImdpIÄ hm§p¶XnÂ \n¶v 
]n´ncn¸n¡m³ Bcw`n¨Xv. hÃt¸mgpw 
\S¯p¶ ZoÀLZqcbm{XIÄ Btem
Nn¨v \Kc§Ä¡pÅnse bm{XIfnÂ 
Hcp C hn \ÂIp¶ ta·IÄ ad¶psIm
@mbncp¶p CXv. hne Ipdbp¶tXmsS 
Cu `bmi¦IÄ HgnhmIpw. ]pc¸pc 
tkmfmÀ hym]\w, NmÀPnwKv tÌj\p
IfpsS F®¯nse hÀ²\hv F¶nh
sbÃmw hcp¶ amk§fnÂ Ce{ÎnIv
]mk©À hml\§fpsS hnÂ¸\sb
henb tXmXnÂ kzm[o\n¡psa¶v 
Dd¸mWv.

¸n¡s¸«Xv. C´ybnÂ Iw¹oäven t\m¡v
Uv sUu¬ bqWnämbn Cd¡paXn sN
¿p¶ Fkv--bphn¡v 45.95 e£w cq]bm
Wv FI-vkv tjmdqw hne. lyp@mbv 

{Kq¸nsâ CþPnFw]n ¹mäv--t^mans\ ASn
Øm\am¡nbpÅ AtbmWnIv 5Dw Inb 
C hn6 Chnbpw CtX ¹mäv--t^manemWv 
]WnIgn¸n¡p¶Xv.

Hä NmÀPnÂ 631 IntemaoäÀ td©v hmKv
Zm\w sN¿p¶ 72.6 sIU»nbpF¨v 
_mädn ]mbv¡mWv lyp@mbn Atbm
WnIv 5 Fkv--bphnbnÂ kÖoIcn¨ncn
¡p¶Xv. 350 sIU»nbp Unkn NmÀPÀ 
hgn 18 an\nän\pÅnÂ hml\w 10þ80 iX
am\w NmÀPv sN¿m\pw km[n¡pw.
Bdv FbÀ_mKpIÄ, C_nUnbpÅ 
F_nFkv, F©n³ ]mÀ¡nwKv t{_¡v, 
Cet{ÎmWnIv sÌ_nenän I¬t{SmÄ, 
sehÂþ2 FUnFFkv  F¶o tk v̂än 
^o¨dpIfmepw Cu Ce{ÎnIv t{Imkv 
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Mugdha Sinha IAS takes charge as Director General of Tourism

KIA Bengaluru wins seven awards at FAB conference in California

Sachin Malhotra to helm Kochi Marriott Hotel as General Manager

Mugdha Sinha IAS (RJ:99), 
has been appointed as the 

Director General of Tourism at the 
Ministry of Tourism, Government 
of India. Ms. Sinha was earlier Joint 
Secretary at the Ministry of Culture. 

Known for her dynamic leadership 
and dedication to promoting 
India’s rich cultural heritage, Ms. 
Sinha brings a wealth of experience 
and a visionary approach to her 
new role. Her tenure at the Ministry 
of Culture was marked by several 
successful initiatives aimed at 
preserving and promoting India’s 

The Kempegowda International 
Airport in Bengaluru, operated 

by the Bangalore International 
Airport Limited (BIAL), has won as 
many as seven awards, including 
‘Airport Lounge of the Year’ award 
for its ‘080 lounge’, at the renowned 
Airport Food & Beverage (FAB) + 
Hospitality Conference and Awards 
held in Ontario, California.

According to the BIAL, the airport is 
the fi rst in India to bag so many in a 
single year. The FAB Awards are the  
only awards focused on recognizing 
excellence in airport food and 
beverage and hospitality services, 

Sachin Malhotra has taken over 
as the new General Manager of 

Kochi Marriott Hotel. 

Known for his expertise in food & 
beverages, event planning, revenue 
management, and asset upkeep, 
Sachin has thrived in both mature 
and emerging markets. Sachin, an 
IHM Lucknow alumnus, also holds a 
Post Graduate Diploma in Business 
Administration from Symbiosis.

Before joining Kochi Marriott Hotel, 
Sachin Malhotra served as the 
General Manager at Fairfi eld by 

diverse cultural assets.

Ms. Sinha succeeds Manisha 
Saxena, IAS (AGMUT:96) who has 
been named Additional Secretary 
in the Department of Personnel 
& Training, Ministry of Personnel, 
Public Grievances and Pensions. 

The tourism sector, in particular, 
is poised to benefi t from Sinha’s 
strategic vision and leadership, 
which are anticipated to drive 
growth and innovation in 
promoting India’s vast tourism 
potential.

setting high industry standards.

A highlight of KIA’s achievements 
was the recently launched 080 
Domestic Lounge at the Terminal 2, 
which received the ‘Airport Lounge 
of the Year’ accolade. This lounge, 
designed to refl ect Karnataka’s 
cultural heritage with a modern 
twist, provides an exceptional 
experience for travellers. KIA also 
secured the Humanitarian Award 
for its partnership with Mitti Cafe, 
which has positively impacted 
people with disabilities through 
the launch of the fi rst Airport Mitti 
Cafes.

Marriott Lucknow since 2021. In 
his 24 years of experience in the 
hospitality industry, he has held 
leadership roles at renowned hotel 
brands such as Accor, Leela, and 
Hyatt.

Sharing his happiness in joining 
Kochi Marriott Hotel, Sachin said, “I 
am so happy to be a part of Kochi 
Marriott Hotel. I am committed 
to continuing their legacy of 
excellence, ensuring that both 
our guests and associates receive 
utmost care and attention.”



69September-October 2024

Amrut wins ‘Best Distillery in the World’ award at Asian Whisky and Spirits 
Competition

Radico Khaitan’s single malt whiskeys win big at 2024 Just Drinks 
Excellence Awards

Amrut Distilleries has been 
awarded the title of “Best 

Distillery in the World” award at 
the 2024 Tokyo Whisky and Spirits 
Competition. Amrut has thus 
added yet another accolade to 
its collection of over 350 awards, 
affirming its reputation as a leader 
in the luxury premium spirits 
market. 

Indian distillery Radico Khaitan has 
bagged honours for its Sangam 

World malt whisky and Rampur 
Jugalbandi series at the 2024 Just 
Drinks Excellence Awards. The 
Sangam World malt whisky was 
awarded the Innovation Award 
while the Rampur Jugalbandi 
Series bagged the Product 
Launches Award.

Radico Khaitan is one of the 
country’s premier producers 
of Indian-made foreign liquor 
(IMFL). The Just Drinks Excellence 

The Tokyo Spirits Competition, 
organised by the Whisky Research 
Centre, is celebrated for its rigorous 
judging process by a panel of over 
200 experts.

This year, Amrut stood out in a 
competitive field that featured 
distilleries from Taiwan, Japan and 
other parts of India. Amrut Fusion’s 
victory over these prestigious 
single malts showcased the 
distillery’s unparalleled ability to 
produce award-winning whiskies 
that are cherished by enthusiasts 
worldwide. The Japanese honour 
for precision and excellence 
complements Amrut’s unique 
whisky-making approach.

On receiving the award in 
Tokyo, Thrivikram G Nikam, 
Joint Managing Director, Amrut 
Distilleries said, “India’s pride in 

Amrut Distilleries’ recognition 
rightfully demonstrates that Indian 
brands are primed for global 
recognition, sooner or later. Amrut 
has been winning accolades 
in the west, and now with this 
prestigious award in Japan, Amrut 
has completed a sweep across the 
globe. I would like to dedicate this 
award to my fellow Indians and my 
team back home.”

Founded in 1948 by the late 
Radhakrishna Jagdale in Bangalore, 
Amrut Distilleries is part of the NR 
Jagdale group. The global acclaim 
for Amrut Fusion in 2009 propelled 
Indian whisky into the international 
arena. This premium journey has 
flourished under the leadership of 
Chairman Neelkanth Rao Jagdale, 
with Rakshit N Jagdale serving 
as the managing director of the 
family-owned business.

Awards are backed by GlobalData’s 
business insights that recognise 
achievement and advancements in 
the global beverages sector.

Radico Khaitan recently launched 
two more single malts under the 
Rampur Jugalbandi series #5 and 
#6 and the latest award highlights 
the company’s ability to blend 
India’s rich cultural heritage with 
cutting-edge innovation. 

Sangam World Malt Whisky, is a 
distinctive product that combines 
classic techniques of Western 
whisky-making with the nuanced 
traditions of the East.

Sangam World Malt Whisky offers 
a rich and balanced flavour profile 
that has captivated discerning 
consumers worldwide. Its unique 
fusion of tropical fruity notes, spices, 
and subtle peat undertones have 
been gaining popularity worldwide.

Radico Khaitan has said that its 
Rampur Jugalbandi series is a 
concept inspired by classical Indian 
music and the mix showcases 
the company’s commitment to 

merging tradition with innovation. 
Both the Sangam and Rampur 
Jugalbandi Series command a 
premium price, and are enjoyed by 
consumers abroad.

Speaking about the latest awards, 
Managing Director Abhishek 
Khaitan said, “There is an 
undeniable allure in India’s rich 
heritage, and through our spirits, 
we aim to bring that essence to 
a global audience. The success of 
Sangam World Malt Whisky and the 
Rampur Jugalbandi Series —both 
in consumer hearts and through 
prestigious recognitions like the 
Just Drinks Excellence Awards—is 
a testament to the exceptional 
quality and innovation that define 
our brands. Winning these two 
awards is not only a major honor 
for Radico Khaitan but also a proud 
moment for India. Our products, 
crafted with utmost precision at 
Rampur Distillery, represent the 
perfect fusion of tradition and 
modernity. We are immensely 
proud to see them celebrated on 
the global stage.”

MILESTONES
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Oman Air to off er special stopover at Muscat 

As part of their shared 
commitment to highlight 

Oman as a preferred tourist 
destination, Oman Air and the 
Oman Ministry of Heritage and 
Tourism have joined forces for a 
special stopover promotion for 
passengers transiting through 
Muscat. 

Available until November 30, 
2024, the offer provides a free 
one-night hotel stay for premium 
class passengers when booking 
a stopover in Muscat, while those 
traveling in Economy Class can 
enjoy two nights for the price of 
one. In addition, guests will have 
access to exclusive discounts on 

tours, car hire, and other services, 
making it the perfect opportunity 
to explore Oman’s charming capital 
and beyond.

Launched just in time for the winter 
season, visitors can experience 
Muscat at its very best, with warm 
weather, stunning landscapes and 
cultural activities promising an 
unforgettable retreat. Committed 
to promoting the natural beauty, 
rich heritage and friendly, genuine 
hospitality of its home-base, Oman 
Air remains dedicated to serving 
as a gateway for tourists to Oman, 
providing them with seamless 
connectivity, convenient fl ight 
schedules, and award-winning 

onboard products and services, an 
Oman Air release said.

Passengers who hold a return ticket 
to any destination on Oman Air’s 
network with a transit through 
Muscat can take advantage of 
the limited-time offer. Guests can 
simply fi ll out the online request 
form and make their stopover 
booking by 30 November 2024. 
It is important to note that the 
complimentary hotel stay includes 
only the room tariff and is subject 
to availability. A maximum of one 
stopover per return ticket applies. 
Details can be had from Oman Air 
Holidays at holidays@omanair.com.
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South Africa announces new scheme to boost tourism from India

South Africa has announced the 
creation of an innovative new 

Trusted Tour Operator Scheme 
(TTOS) with its initial focus on the 
burgeoning tourist markets of India 
and China.

The scheme, set to be 
implemented from January 2025, 
will reform the visa system and 
is expected to “supercharge” job 
creation in the tourism sector, 
stated the country’s Home Affairs 
Department.

The TTOS will remove some of the 
key obstacles standing in the way of 
South Africa becoming a favoured 
tourism destination for the second 
and fifth largest economies in the 
world.

According to the country’s 
government, at the moment, Indian 
tourists account for only 3.9 per 

GLOBAL TRENDS

cent of all international visitors to 
South Africa.

“In collaboration with the 
Department of Tourism, as well 
as the Presidency and Operation 
Vulindlela, the Department 
of Home Affairs has resolved 
to play our role in rectifying 
this unacceptable economic 
underperformance by urgently 
clearing obstacles to tourism from 
these two major source-markets,” 
the Department of Home Affairs 
said in a statement.

“After seeing the positive impact 
made by the Trusted Employer 
Scheme (TES), which provides 
swift and simplified visa processing 
services to vetted and approved 
businesses to attract critical 
skills, Home Affairs Minister Leon 
Schreiber directed that the same 

principle be applied to cutting 
red tape and improving efficiency 
for tourists from non-visa exempt 
countries like India and China,” it 
added.

Through TTOS, vetted and approved 
tour operators from the two 
countries will be invited to register 
with the Department. 

In exchange for undergoing 
thorough screening upfront 
and assuming responsibility for 
travellers in their groups, the 
Department will for the very first 
time process group applications 
from Indian and Chinese tourists 
travelling with approved operators.

Tourist visa applications processed 
through TTOS will be handled 
by a dedicated and skilled team 
of adjudicators to ensure swift 
and reliable processing, and will 
also benefit from the removal of 
restrictive red tape that currently 
suffocates South Africa’s tourism 
potential.

“Research indicates that boosting 
tourism by only 10 per cent per 
year can boost annual economic 
growth by 0.6 per cent and create 
tens of thousands of new jobs for 
South Africans. Travelling in large 
groups is the preferred option for 
many tourists from some countries 
and it is time for our visa system 
to adapt in order to reflect and 
capitalise on this reality,” said South 
African Minister of Home Affairs 
Leon Schreiber.

“This is only the start of Home 
Affairs’ embrace of our role as an 
economic enabler. Exciting as 
it is, TTOS is itself but an interim 
measure to boost tourism while 
we move with speed to digitally 
transform Home Affairs. Ultimately, 
our vision is for a fully automated 
process that delivers secure tourist 
visa outcomes digitally and within 
seconds to tourists from around the 
world,” the Minister said.
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For the third time in a row, Kerala 
Tourism has received the prestigious 
Gold Award of the International Centre 

for Responsible Tourism, India Foundation 
(ICRT India) for 2024 – this time for its 
Comprehensive Responsible Tourism 
project at Beypore in Kozhikode district.

At an ICRT conference in the national 
capital, Kerala Responsible Tourism 
Mission Society (KRTM Society) CEO K. 
Rupeshkumar received the prestigious 
honour from Uttarakhand Tourism and 
Culture Minister Satpal Maharaj.

Kerala Tourism has won the award in 
the “Employing and Upskilling Local 
Community” category, considering the 
activities planned and implemented in 
Beypore to leverage the tourism potential 
of the area and to generate jobs and 
facilitate economic empowerment of the 
local community, especially women.

The function at Yashobhomi Convention 
Centre was attended, among others, by 
Director General of Tourism Mugdha Sinha 
and ICRT (India Chapter) Founder Director 
Manisha Pandey, besides ICRT founder Dr 
Harold Goodwin, who is chairman of the 
international jury.

This is the third consecutive year that 
Kerala has received the Gold Award for 
its globally-acclaimed, sustainable and 
inclusive Responsible Tourism initiative 
implemented through KRTM Society. 
The achievement earned KRTM Society 
the distinction of becoming the first 
governmental agency in the country to win 
the award back-to-back three times.

Kerala Tourism Minister P.A. Mohamed 
Riyas said RT has been gaining steam by 

making “fullest use” of the State’s immense 
potential in travel and hospitality to the 
benefit of the local people. “We have been 
consistently winning international honours; 
they help us realise the changing global 
trends in tourism so as to fine tune our 
industry to the new needs. Our products 
show our excellence,” he added.

Tourism Secretary K. Biju said the new 
products of the Department of Tourism 
have been attracting domestic and foreign 
tourists alike to the State. “RT has enabled 
improved local participation in tourism. The 
2021-launched project in Beypore is one 
instance,” he added.

The first four phases of the project are 
slated for completion by November this 
year. So far, 112 RT units have been formed 
in the area, engaged in a variety of activities 
and services.

Tourism Director Sikha Surendran said 
RT has been providing a “complete 
experience” blending nature and people. 
“The Beypore project is part of our efforts 
to reinforce the status of Kerala on the 
international tourism map,” she added.

Beypore, known for its rich maritime history 
dating back to centuries and its stunning 
scenic charm, was one of the world’s 
busiest ports that attracted traders from 
West Asia and the Mediterranean lands to 
the Malabar Coast.

The KRTM initiatives have turned Beypore 
into a major tourism destination in north 
Kerala, and the venue for an international 
water tourism festival that brings rowers, 
surfers and water sports enthusiasts from 
all over the world to compete and enjoy 
the scenic beauty and local flavour.

ICRT GOLD AWARD FOR 
BEYPORE RT PROJECT
Kerala Tourism has won the award in the “Employing and Upskilling Local 
Community” category for a project implementedby the Kerala Responsible 
Tourism Mission Society (KRTM) at Beypore in Kozhikode district. 
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TOURISM MINISTER P.A. MOHAMMED RIYAS

TOURISM KEY ENGINE
OF KERALA’S GROWTH

Public Works and Tourism 
Minister Shri P A Mohamed 
Riyas has said that tourism is 

fast becoming an important sector 
contributing to the growth of the 
Kerala economy.

Inaugurating the Academic Annex 
Block of the Kerala Institute of 
Tourism and Travel Studies (KITTS), 
the Department of Tourism’s 
human resource development 
institute, the Minister said Kerala 
still has great potential in tourism, 
and innovative projects are being 

Kerala Institute of Tourism and Travel Studies 
(KITTS), Department of Tourism’s human resource 
development institute, gets a new academic block.

implemented to tap this potential 
to its full.

Currently, tourism accounts for 9 
per cent of the world economy. 
In Kerala, which is fast becoming 
a tourism State, the hospitality 
industry accounts for 10 per 
cent of GDP. The World Tourism 
Organization expects exponential 
growth in the tourism sector in the 
years ahead. Estimates suggest that 
the number of tourists will reach 
11.1 trillion in 2024.
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“With the changing times, great 
changes are also occurring in 
the tourism sector. The sector 
is emerging as the world’s best 
employer,” Mr. Riyas said. “MICE 
(meetings, incentives, conferences 
and exhibitions), destination 
weddings, experiential responsible 
tourism and food-adventure 
tourism are major contributors,” he 
added.

The Minister said KITTS will be 
developed as a centre of excellence 
for tourism human resources 
development. The new block will 
benefit this endeavour. “The newly 
launched academic block is the 
result of efforts to mould KITTS 

students to shine in any field from 
digital marketing to tourism start-
ups,” he said, and added, “Not only 
job opportunities, but also the 
business potential of the sector 
should be utilised to the maximum 
extent possible.”

KTIL Chairman S.K. Sajeesh 
presided over the function. KITTS 
Principal Dr B Rajendran delivered 
the welcome address. Department 
of Tourism Additional Director 
(General) Vishnu Raj P, IAS; KITTS 
Director Dr Dileep M.R., Habitat 
Technologies Chairman Architect 
G Sankar and Kumar Group 
Total Designers Vice-Chairman 
Sasikumar, also spoke. KITTS Asst. 

Professor Dr Saroop Roy B.R. and 
College Union Chairman Anan J 
were present.

The new academic block, located 
in the Thycaud Residency 
Compound, was built as part of 
plans to upgrade the autonomous 
institution into a tourism academic 
research and training centre of 
global standards. It has a built-
up area of around 9,000 square 
feet, constructed at an estimated 
cost of Rs 3.22 crore. It has six 
classrooms, an online test centre, 
and faculty rooms for conducting 
MBA and Digital University-related 
courses and various diploma 
courses.

REPORT
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AFTER SUCCESSFULLY ORGANISING THE GLOBAL 
RESPONSIBLE TOURISM SUMMIT IN 2023, KERALA 
IS ALL SET TO HOST A GLOBAL SUMMIT ON GENDER-
INCLUSIVE TOURISM IN OCTOBER

Tourism has a pivotal role to play in achieving 
the objectives at the heart of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development, in particular 
the commitments to gender equality and 
the empowerment of women of Sustainable 
Development Goal 5. Since 2007, UN Tourism has 
been working – through its Ethics, Culture and Social 
Responsibility Department - in partnership with 
UN Women and a range of external partners across 
the globe, to bring gender issues to the forefront of 
the tourism sector, promoting gender equality and 
women’s empowerment and encouraging member 
states to mainstream gender issues in their respective 
tourism policies.

GIT IN 2024RT IN 2023 
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According to UN Tourism, Women 
make up 54% of the tourism 
workforce, but are concentrated 
in lower-skilled, lower-paid and 
often informal employment. 
Even though women get less 
opportunities for career progression 
and higher barriers when it comes 
to securing education and training 
and opening a business, the 
tourism sector is brimming with 
empowered women and strong 
initiatives leading the way towards 
gender equality.

Kerala Tourism has been trying to 
align its priorities to the principles 
of sustainability and gender 
equality and has done much 
already on both the fronts. An 
action plan to make Responsible 
Tourism (RT) a reality in the State 
was launched in 2007 with the 
active involvement of elected 
representatives at the grassroots, 
NGOs, policymakers, industry 
practitioners, community leaders, 
social activists, environmentalists, 
media persons, academicians and 
other tourism stakeholders. 

In 2008, RT projects were launched 
at four select centres--Kovalam 
(beach), Kumarakom (Backwaters), 
Thekkady (Wildlife) and Wayanad 
(Hill station)--to promote 
sustainable and inclusive tourism. 
Responsible Tourism in Kerala 
has now evolved into a massive 
grassroot network having 25,188 
registered units, of which 17,632 

units are either owned or led by 
women.

Known as RT Mission initially, the 
project was reconfigured as Kerala 
Responsible Tourism Mission 
Society (KRTMS) in 2023, imparting 
an added momentum to its 
activities. So far, an approximate 
52,344 people have directly and 
98,432 people indirectly benefited 
from its activities, mostly in rural 
areas. Over 1.5 lakh families are now 
part of the project linked to various 
tourism packages which have 
resonated well with domestic and 
foreign tourists.

Developing grassroot level tourism, 
linking it with the tourism industry, 
promotion of sustainable and 
gender inclusive models and 
generation of jobs and income 
for local communities are the 
basic objectives of Kerala RT. 
Nature and heritage conservation 
are a key component of all RT 
initiatives. Aligning with these 
goals, RT Mission has helped local 
communities to organise packages 
like village/agri/farm tours, cultural 
and experiential tours, food and 
culinary experiences. 

The RT projects also showcase art, 
craft and traditional livelihood of 
communities, which have earned 
it a number of coveted national 
and international honours. Kerala’s 
globally acclaimed Responsible 
Tourism initiative clinched WTM 

London’s Responsible Tourism 
Awards for STREET Project in 2022 
and in 2021, for the Aymanam 
Responsible Tourism Project.

The State was also recognised 
at the national level, when 
Kerala’s Kanthalloor in Idukki 
won India Tourism’s Best Tourism 
Village Gold Award in 2023. 
The ‘PEPPER’ project - People’s 
Participation for Participatory 
Planning and Empowerment 
through Responsible Tourism - 
has organised novel initiatives 
like convening tourism assembly 
in villages, resource mapping, 
compiling resource directories, 
holding stakeholders’ and investors’ 
meets. 

The main objective of PEPPER is to 
discover new zones or unexplored 
destinations that are rich with 
tourism potential and develop 
them in a sustainable manner with 
the active involvement of the local 
community. It is a process of finding 
lesser-known tourist destinations 
that should be developed with 
people’s participation. This scheme 
enables the people and the Local 
Self Governing institutions to 
participate in decision making 
regarding the activities.

A first of its kind initiative in India, 
PEPPER is an effort at spearheading 
a movement to safeguard the rights 
of the local community, preserve 
the ecological and cultural fabric of 

REPORT
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a destination and ensure its holistic 
development. The project was 
launched at Vaikom in Kottayam 
district. 

The STREET project (Sustainable, 
Tangible, Responsible, Experiential, 
Ethnic, Tourism Hubs), 
implemented by Kerala RT Mission 
aligns well with the UN Tourism 
theme of tourism for inclusive 
growth. Its main objective is to 
develop thematic streets in new 
tourism destinations or rebrand 
established destinations with 
thematic zoning The specialities of 
the destination like water stretch, 
farms, local food varieties, livelihood 
activities etc. are  unveiled to guests 
through these streets. The guests 
can choose the streets according to 
their taste. 

A scheme to promote the making 
of tourist souvenirs bearing the 
cultural imprint of the specifi c 
locality, formation of tourism clubs 
and all-woman tour packages 
has also been launched as part 
of STREET. Training programmes 
on community tours, homestay 
management, Agri-tourism 
network facilitation and ethnic 
cuisine, handicraft production and 
geo-tagging of souvenirs are being 
taken up. 

A vital guiding principle of RT is 
regular assessment of economic 
impact before developing tourism 
projects. Preference will be given 
for initiatives that benefi t local 
communities with minimal 
negative impact on livelihoods.

The Declaration had called for 
maximum economic benefi ts to  
residents around every project 
venue by increasing linkages 
and reducing leakages with 
the involvement of the local 
communities.

It has been stipulated that 
whenever new tourism initiatives 
are planned, the local communities 
should be involved in their 
planning, decision-making and 
capacity-building. The State 
RT Mission works closely with 

to host an international conference 
on Responsible and Gender 
Inclusive Tourism in October this 
year.

The fi rst of its kind in the country, 
the GI Tourism conclave will 
present before the world Kerala’s 
experience in creating a sustainable 
and gender inclusive tourism 
model. It would chart out plans to 
further strengthen the movement 
that has made a deep impact at 
the grassroots across the State 
with local communities benefi ting 
substantially.

“The details of the forthcoming 
conference in October are being 
worked out in consultation with 
the Tourism Department and 
other stakeholders. It will have 
riveting  conversations involving 
domain experts, people’s 
representatives, policy makers, 
stakeholders, cultural personalities, 
conservationists and members of 
civil society outfi ts from India and 
abroad,” says Rupesh Kumar K., 
CEO, Kerala Responsible Tourism 
Mission Society. -Harisankar

civic bodies and UN Women in 
all programmes to strengthen 
gender equality and ensure safe 
destinations for women as both 
hosts and guests.

“The RT initiative has made vital 
contributions in marking Kerala 
as an all-season experiential 
destination. It has successfully 
taken tourism to the grassroots in a 
sustainable manner with the active 
participation of local communities. 
The salient features of this unique 
project will be unveiled before a 
global audience at the conclave,” 
Tourism Secretary K. Biju says.

Kerala has travelled a long distance 
since the launch of the Responsible 
Tourism initiative in 2007-08. The 
high point of this journey was 
the Global Responsible Tourism 
Summit held at Kumarakom in 
February 2023. The summit drew 
huge global attention and saw the 
adoption of the Kerala Responsible 
Tourism Declaration 2023.

After the successful conduct of 
the Global Responsible Tourism 
Summit in 2023, Kerala is now set 
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